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MuchMusic veejay 20 years ago, 
quipped, “Well, actually | have—just 
not in America.” 
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America’s depraved indifference 
and profound ignorance of the less for- 
tunate worldwide is so typical of a self- 
obsessed superpower at its zenith, and 
it is why you can bet there will be 
another September 11. Even in the 
wake of 9/11, Americans vainly 
behaved like they were the only ones 
who had ever suffered through a ter- 
rorist attack. “I’ve never seen anything 
like this. Have you?” every idiot in 
America asked. 

Just dare ask that of anyone— 
including weary American Gls in Irag— 
about such countries as Zimbabwe or 
even drought-stricken Zambia where 
American grants to fight AIDS there 
were contingent on Zambia purchas- 
ing American-grown, genetically-modi- 
fied potatoes. Zambians chose to 
starve instead. 

That is not to say the disaster in the 
Crescent City does not merit our aid 
and attention. The citizens of New 
Orleans deserve our help as much as 
the rest of the world. So it was good to 
see Fidel Castro offer America hun- 


dreds of doctors and medicine, and 
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez 
offer 2,000 troops to help restore law 
and order in the Big Easy. And last 
week Canada sent three navy warships 
and 1,000 military personnel (includ- 
ing 40 navy divers) to waters off New 
Orleans to help with reconstruction, 
healthcare and humanitarian aid. 

It's also good to see the American 
media—tong bullied by George Dubya 
who this summer actually cut 
Louisiana’s flood control program by 
44 per cent to divert cash to help fund 
the war in Iraq —have finally rediscov- 
ered their cajones. They are turning on 
Dubya’s soon-to-be lame-duck admin- 
istration with much relish. The chick- 
ens, as they say, are coming home to 
roost, and in the heart of bible-thump- 
ing America no less. 

But if Jesus Christ is a Liberal 
Democrat, then faith-driven Republi- 
cans like to point to Hurricane Katrina 
as proof that God Almighty is a card- 
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Locked out CBC 
personality Shelagh 
Rogers traverses 
the country in an 
effort to save a 
cultural institution 


By ROSS MOROZ 
is is the time of year when tele- 
vision viewers expect to see new 


episodes of their favorite pro- 
grammes unveiled after a summer of 


television networks mostly with 
rebroadcasts of previously produced 
material since locking out 5500 
members of the Canadian Media 
Guild on August 14. And while the 
network's viewers and listeners may 
be annoyed by the reruns, the peo- 
ple who originally created the mater- 
ial are absolutely incensed. 

“J'm in rerun hell—I turn on the 
radio and I hear my bouncy, chipper, 
happy little voice and I just want to 
slap it,” says locked-out CBC radio 
personality Shelagh Rogers. Rogers 
usually hosts the national cultural 
programme Sounds Like Canada on 
CBC Radio One from the CBC’s Van- 


reruns, but this couver studios, 
season, fans of but during the 
Canada’s public lockout the CMG 
broadcaster are is paying for the 


having to wait longer than usual for 
fresh content. Due to what the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
is calling a “labour disruption,” pro- 
duction of virtually all CBC pro- 
grammes is on hold, while the sparse 
content being produced—football 
games broadcast without hosts or 
play-by-play, newscasts cobbled 
together from material provided by 
the British Broadcasting Corporation 
and the Canadian Press—bears 
almost no resemblance to CBC’s reg- 
ular fare. 

These exceptions aside, the CBC 
has been filling time on its radio and 
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25-year veteran of CBC Radio to 
travel to union events and rallies 
across the country. 


LAST WEEK, Rogers’s tour brought 
her to Edmonton to appear on CBC 
Edmonton Unlocked, a program pro- 
duced by other locked-out CBC per- 
sonalities which is broadcast on 
campus radio station CJSR and avail- 
able for download as a podcast on 
the Edmonton union local’s website, 
edmontoncbc.ca. Last week’s episode 
featured Rogers chatting with local 


SEE PAGE 10 


MADE IN CANADA 


} it \ 


Ye \ 


OTORAZ? 


MP3 ringtone Video playback. Digital camera. Quad band. Laser etched keypad. Speakerphone, Colour external display. 


Class 1 Bluet@gth® enabled. All in a super slim 13.9mm casing. The MOTORAZR V3 by Motorola, Bilver. Black. 
hellomotogor ; 


Al) screen images simulated. 


WUEWEEKLY . C5) /SEPTEMBER 15-21, 2005 


EAN 
wie coh 
LIN A eA 


buy the book) 


news 
roundup 


Representative 
Christine Yanish 
<christine@vueweekly.com> 


Advertising 
Call 426-1996 


National Advertising 
DPS Media (416) 413-9291 By CHRIS BOUTET 


Contributors 
David Berry, Josef Braun, Rob Brezsny, ALBERTA: 
Richard Burnett, Phil Duperron, Minister ADVANTAGED! 


Faust, Brian Gibson, James Grasdal, 
Whitey Houston, Tyson Kaban, Mike 
Larocque, Agnieszka Matejko, Paul 
Matwychuk, Kris Meen, Ross Moroz, 
Eden Munro, Andrea Nemerson, Stephen 
Notiey, Kristine Owram, TB Player, 
Steven Sandor, Christopher Thrall, 
Darren Zenko 


Well, after months of confusing silence 
over exactly how Alberta‘s Tory gov- 
ernment plans to spend its growing 
billion-dollar surplus, Klein emerged 
from a closed-door caucus meeting in 
Cold Lake Monday to declare that, 
even though there's no election hap- 
pening, Albertans will be receiving 
another cheque in the mail sometime 
soon—this one a “prosperity bonus” 
meant to spread the wealth amongst 
the people who did so much to 
deserve it by totally living here: us. 

According to a report from the Globe 
and Mail, Klein called the surplus—which 
the government currently claims is $2.8 
billion, but private sector forecasts sug- 
gest could hit $7 billion if the world 
maintains its current unchecked horni- 
ness for oil—an “unprecedented wind- 
fall” that his government plans to put 
towards infrastructure such as roads, 
schools and post-secondary education, 
strengthening the provincial treasury, 
and of course, good old us. (What about 
healthcare, you ask? What about it? It’s 
fixed, remember?) According to projec- 
tions, if current oil and gas prices don’t 
fall significantly, the amount of funds 
allocated for rebates could reach $1.4 bil- 
lion—which, divided amongst Alberta's 
population of roughly 2.9 million, means 
we probably should all take a minute to 
wring our hands and think about all the 
ways we could spend our $480 cut. (Like 
starting up an account with a medical 
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insurance provider, for example.) 

The premier expects that cheques 
could be mailed out as early as next 
year—unless you’re homeless, of 
course, in which case reports suggest 
Klein will embark on a cross-province 
shelter tour during which Alberta’s dis- 
advantaged can expect to have their 
money personally thrown on the floor 
by the Premier himself. 

Zing! Hey, why should he get to 
live that down? 


SOVEREIGNISTS: 
DINKS! 


Astutely noting that there really hadn’t 
been too much friction between Quebec 
and the rest of the country of late, feder- 
al Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre Petti- 
grew took it upon himself to point out 
that Quebec's separatists are not only 
out to destroy the country, but also rife 
with intolerance towards minorities. 
According to a story in Monday’s 
National Post, Pettigrew made the 
remarks while speaking to the federal 
Liberal Party's youth wing in Quebec, 
where he said the “cavalier and shame- 
ful” treatment of Haitian-born broad- 
caster Michaelle Jean after she was 
appointed governor-general showed 
the “true colours” of the sovereigntist 
movement. While Bloc Quebecois 
leader Gilles Duceppe remained silent 
for days, said Pettigrew, hard-line sov- 
ereigntists in the party had license to 
descend on Jean, the first black woman 
appointed to the position. “They did 
everything they could to make her 
renounce her position,” said Pettigrew. 
He went on to add that there have 
always been two political streams of ide- 
ology in Quebec: on one hand, there is a 
strong Liberal tradition of tolerance, 
openness and reform; on the other, a 
heritage of close-mindedness, intolerance 
and protectionism, typified by parties like 
the Bloc and the Parti Quebecois, who 
Pettigrew says feigns interest in Quebec's 
ethnic minorities, but really favour a soci- 
ety that is Bonar see and without 


diversity. “The hard-liners hate Canada 
and the model of a country that we have 
developed,” Pettigrew told the Post after 
his speech. “They don’t like multicultural- 
ism, they don’t like that openness that 
we have to (ethnic) communities.” 

Naturally, Bloc House leader Michel 
Gauthier was reported to have pooped 
a little in his pants when he heard the 
news, accusing Pettigrew of trying to 
deflect attention away from the ongo- 
ing sponsorship scandal and panicking 
because the Bloc nearly defeated him 
in the last election. “After next election 
he'll have to get a job,” Gauthier told 
the Montreal Gazette. 


LAYTON: PISSED! 


Despite no small amount of disbeliev- 
ing sputtering on behalf of those 
champion kings of both disbelief and 
sputtery, the New Democrats, the fed- 
eral Liberals announced Tuesday that 
they will proceed with their long-term 
plan to reduce income and corporate 
taxes, stating they are forced to do so 
to keep pace with tax cuts in the U.S. 

As some may recall, the NDP saved 
the Liberal Party’s ass back in the summer 
by voting for its budget on the condition 
the Liberals shift $4.6 billion slated for 
corporate tax cuts to social spending. But 
in an interview with the Canadian Press, 
Finance Minister Ralph Goodale respond- 
ed to threats from NDP leader Jack Lay- 
ton to topple the minority Liberal 
government over corporate tax cuts, say- 
ing that tax relief has become a competi- 
tive issue the country cannot afford to 
ignore. “Over the next five years, Cana- 
da’s current tax-rate advantage vis-a-vis 
the United States will be almost totally 
eroded,” Goodale told the CP, stunning 
readers with his use of the term “vis-a- 

vis.” “This means there will be a natural 

fendaite for investments and jobs to 
flow to the American side of the border. 
This is a job-creation initiative that | hope 
Mr. Layton will support.” 

Me too—if by “support” you mean 
“call bullshit on.” @ 
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By KRISTINE OWRAM 
Crowded house 


Edmonton’s Remand Centre is used 
to house inmates who are awaiting 
trial, and yet by most accounts the 
conditions that greet these accused 
men and women are worse than 
those they will meet should they be 
convicted and sent to jail. 

Last weekend, a maximum- 
security prisoner at the centre died 
after allegedly being assaulted by a 
fellow inmate. In July, five guards 
were charged with assaulting a pris- 
oner during a transfer that took 
place at the beginning of the year, 
and in January, an inmate raped 
two of his cellmates. Although the 
second rape took place after the 
accused had been assigned a new 
cellmate while awaiting trial for the 
first, Solicitor General Harvey 
Cenaiko’s only response in the Leg- 
islature was to say, “Double bunk- 
ing in correctional facilities is not 
unique in Alberta. ... These are not 
hotels. These are corrections facili- 
ties for criminals.” 

The centre, which was designed 
to hold 300 inmates, is now home 
to over 700 men and women, and 
prisoners often have to sleep three 
to a cell that’s about the same size 
of an average home’s bathroom. 
Inmates have also complained of a 
regime of cold food, stripsearches, 
and a lack of fresh air, according to 
one Canadian Press article. 

It's obvious that resources at the 
Remand Centre have been 
stretched to their limit. Conditions 
of high stress among prisoners in a 
building that long ago surpassed its 
acceptable capacity will inevitably 
lead to violence sooner or later. As 
Dan MacLennan, president of the 
Alberta Union of Provincial Employ- 
ees, pointed out, the only surprising 
thing about last weekend's events is 
that they didn’t happen sooner. 

While the provincial govern- 
ment has admitted the need for a 
new remand centre—Cenaiko 
recently told the journal that a larg- 
er facility is currently being consid- 
ered for capital project funding—it’s 
becoming increasingly clear that 
not enough is being done to deal 
with the issues of overcrowding and 
violence in our current one. 

It could take months before 
plans for a new centre are approved, 
and years until it’s built and ready to 
house inmates. In the meantime, 
conditions will only get worse. This 
issue is nothing new, and it’s time 
the provincial government makes a 
stronger commitment to dealing 
with it as expediently and effectively 
as possible. No, our facilities for 
accused criminals don’t have to be 
like hotels, but inmates have the 
same right to personal safety as the 
rest of us. @ g 
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Edmonton Small 
Press Association’s 
North of Nowhere 
Expo schedule 
offers something for 
everyone 


By MINISTER FAUST 


rogressives. Heads full of knowl- 

edge, hearts full of justice—but 

nine times out of 10, any event 
they put on is a depress-a-thon full 
of chants and rants that boil down 
to “Everything's falling apart! People 
are dying! God, why is the world so 
freaking bad?” 

If your reaction’s anything like 
that when you hear about lefty semi- 
mars, workshops or mobilizations, 
get ready for an entirely different 
experience from E-Town’s upcoming 
North of Nowhere Expo. Billed as 
a “Multidisciplinary Festival of Inde- 
pendent Media and Underground 
Art,” the NON-Expo is a two-week 
extravaganza of DIY T-shirt making, 
comics jamming, progressive film 
Screening, protest art viewing, fair- 
trade buying and live-music blasting. 
If you've ever desired to coordinate 
learning about social justice with 
getting your fun on, according to 
organizer Larissa Stendie from the 
Edmonton Small Press Association, 
the NON-Expo may be your best 
ticket ever. 

“The idea behind the Expo,” says 
Stendie, “is that because ‘small press’ 
lends itself to liberal ideals very easi- 
ly, we're not just about the medium 
of press. We're about independently 
publishing art or music or films or 
whatnot, as a means of self-expres- 
sion and exposure to non-main- 
stream ideals, which becomes vitally 
important in our heavily corporate- 
controlled media.... Over the past 
nine years since ESPA has been 
around, we've been slowly building 
to this. This the largest event we've 
ever undertaken.” 

Running from September 16 to 
30 at six venues downtown and on 
the University of Alberta campus, 
the NON Expo will feature an inter- 
national anti-war art exhibition of 
over 350 prints and posters; an 


underground comics art gallery of 
prints, paintings and zines; five live 
music and performance cabarets; 30 
independent films and video instal- 
lations and a fair-trade fair and do-it- 
yourself workshops teaching skills of 
silk-screening, button-making, 
comic-stripping and “guerrilla adver- 
tising.” 


FUN AND T-SHIRTS ASIDE, the Expo 
will feature some very serious events, 
including the Near Shima exhibit, a 
60th anniversary commemoration of 
the US atomic immolation of two of 
Japan’s cities. Consisting of three 
panels, each in excess of 2.5 metres 
wide, the Near Shima Photo Panora- 
ma Project reveals the devastation 
caused by a nuclear device of “only” 
10 kilotons—tiny in our era of mega- 


tonnage nuclear explosive capacity. 
Alongside the display will be 14,000 
paper cranes. A traditional Japanese 
craft, the paper crane became indeli- 
bly associated with a yearning for a 
post-atomic peace after 11-year old 
Hiroshima bombing survivor Sasaki 
Sadako died before she could com- 
plete making a thousand cranes. 
According to tradition, had she 
reached her target, she would have 
earned a wish, which in her case was 
to save herself from radiation- 
induced leukemia. 

The Expo’s film festival will 
screen numerous labour and con- 
sumer-protection shorts, including 
Mickey Mouse Goes to Haiti, Liquid 
Candy and Unhappy Meal, as well as 
full-length features critiquing Big 
Media, such as Orwell Rolls in His 
Grave and OutFOXed: Rupert Murdoch's 
War on Journalism. Also lit up will be 
MOVE, the story of the Philadelphia's 
Africentric/ecological movement led 
by John Africa, several of whose 
members were literally bombed by 
the Philadelphia Police Department 
in an attack which destroyed MOVE 
headquarters and surrounding homes 
in the poor, African-American neigh- 
bourhood. The story of the survivors 
and of the MOVE 9, prisoners serving 
100 years on what many deem politi- 
cally-motiyated prosecutions and 
convictions, is told through neigh- 
bourhood residents, local journalists 
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and outside observers. 

But the bleak-o-rama ends there, 
with workshops teaching skills on 
everything from poster design and 
leafleting, poster application and its 
legalities, as well as stencilled T-shirt- 
making and graffiti. If you've been 
impressed with the recent blossom- 
ing of stencil-graffiti around town 
(which includes the baleful counte- 
nance of Lt. Commander Worf glow- 
ering at you from bank walls and 
powerboxes), chances are you've 
found the proverbial devil’s work- 
shop for your idle hands. 


ONE OF THE MOST visually engag- 
ing Expo events will be the Comic 
Jam! at Happy Harbour Comics on 
Thursday, September 22. A newish 
store already known for its innova- 
tive weekend panels on comics, art 
and society, Happy Harbour will be 
gathering pros and hopefuls around 
big tables for improvisational, multi- 
artist comic strip bang-outs, with 
each participant getting 12 minutes 
to splash the page with his or her 
own artistic zanery. The final event 
of the NON Expo will be September 
30 s “propaganda party” called the 
G-I-8-1-2. “It’s gonna be along the 
lines of the ‘Billionaires for Bush’ 
parody, basically a mockery of capi- 
talist culture,” says Stendie. A faux- 
formal dress party hosted by 
“Reverend One Welling,” the event 
won't be all spoof, with rising 
Edmonton reggae band Souljah Fyah 
providing the roof-raising. 

No single event is priced higher 
than $8, with a decorative, com- 
memorative “passport” available for 
$25 providing access to all events. 
But no one, says Stendie, will be 
turned away for lack of funds. In fur- 
ther keeping with the “Live: From 
the Streets” ethic of small press and 
off-the-block organizing, venues for 
the NON Expo aren't, with one 
exception, the elite, echoing hall- 
ways of the University of Alberta. 
Instead, events will run at the Stan- 
ley Milner Library, Metro Cinema, 
Happy Harbour Comics, the Bomb 
Shelter, the Red Strap Market (and 
for irony’s sake, one in the Tory 
pas on campus). @ 
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Killing us sweetly 


Amateur documentarist Cori Brackett 
uncovers the evils of aspartame in 
shocking Sweet Misery 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


than 300 people per year in the 

United States, the American 
Food and Drug Administration will 
continue to consider it “safe.” 

This, despite an increase in 
fibromyalgia, lupus, brain tumours 
and cancer in heavy users of the 
product since its approval in 1983. 
This, despite scientific shenanigans 
in GD Searle research labs during 
their efforts to get aspartame 
approved. This, 
despite a damning 
report from the 
US Center for Dis- 
ease Control and political maneuver- 
ings that forced the FDA to approve 
aspartame over the objections of its 
own scientists. In her first film, 
Sweet Misery: A Poisoned World, 
Cori Brackett’s personal quest for the 
facts behind her own medical condi- 
tion became a scathing indictment 
of the institutions meant to protect 
us from harm. 

In 2001, Brackett was a health- 
conscious young video and film 
producer with a taste for six to 10 
cans of diet soda per day. “I was 
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in 
February of 2002,” she says from 
her production company office in 
Arizona. “My diagnosis really 
helped restructure and refocus my 
life. 1 found that I had been plan- 
ning so much for the future that I 
wasn’t really living in the now.” 

When Brackett’s condition start- 
ed to improve after cutting out the 
diet pop, her husband began 
researching a long-circulated urban 
legend regarding aspartame’s toxici- 
ty. What he found sent them on a 
7,000-mile journey across the coun- 
try, conducting interviews with 
medical specialists and fellow suffer- 
ers. “We financed the project our- 
selves,” she confides. “We're not big 
media moguls, but we were driven 
to do this film.” She felt that the 
story behind this all-pervasive artifi- 
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cial sweetener needed to be toid. 
With Sweet Misery, which is 
being screened at this year’s North 
of Nowhere Expo, Brackett exposes 
aspartame as a toxic compound that 
affects protein synthesis and 
synapse function in the brain 
While some people may experience 
immediate reactions including 
headaches and dizziness, others suf- 
fer from the slow accumulation of 
toxins in their bodies. She delves 
into the three 
components of 
aspartame: aspar- 
tic acid, pheny- 
lalanine and methy! ester. One is an 
excitotoxin that leaves holes in the 
brains of lab mice; one is an amino 
acid that affects serotonin levels to 
produce mood swings or seizures; 
and the last breaks down into 
formaldehyde, which is a poison the 
body is unable to eliminate. “Since 
aspartame is considered a food addi- 
tive rather than a drug,” states one 
of her medical sources in a level 
voice, “any dangerous side effects do 
not have to be reported to the FDA." 


BRACKETT FOUND that aspartame 
experiments in the 1970s resulted 
in death or grand mal seizures in 
monkeys and a significantly higher 
occurrence of brain tumours in 
mice. GD Searle, the company seek- 
ing FDA approval for aspartame, 
suppressed or manipulated any 
unfavourable results. In response, 
the FDA attempted to indict GD 
Searle for fraud in 1977. In one of 
the most politically charged con- 
versations of the film, Brackett 
learns from lawyer Jim Turner that 
Searle’s new president was none 
other than current US Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld. “He 
moved ahead with the goal on legal 
and political grounds,” Turner 
recalls, “not scientific or factual. He 
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carrying member of the GOP. The 
Philadelphia-based Christian funda- 
mentalist organization Repent America 
went so far as to declare that Katrina 
was God's judgment against gays in 
“wicked” New Orleans on the eve of 
that city’s annual gay Southern Deca- 


| dence celebration. 


| should explain here that as gays 
felt less and less welcome at Mardi 
Gras, they decided to create Southern 
Decadence, celebrated in the French 
Quarter each Labour Day weekend 
since 1971. Over 100,000 came out 


| for last year’s ‘round-the-clock street 


party as the city’s religious establish- 


| ment gasped in horror as studmuffins 


paraded in outfits as skimpy as the one 
Jesus himself wore on the Cross. 
“Southern Decadence has a history 
of filling the French Quarter section of 
the city with drunken homosexuals 
engaging in sex acts in the public 
streets and bars,” Repent America 
director Michael Macarvage intoned. 
“Although the loss of lives [because of 
Katrina] is deeply saddening, this act of 
God destroyed a wicked city. We must 
help and pray for those ravaged by this 


| disaster, but let us not forget that the 


citizens of New Orleans tolerated and 


| welcomed the wickedness in their city 
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for so long.” 

The Katrina aftermath has many 
parallels with homophobia—people 
are forced or torn away from their fam- 
ilies, and many never return home, 
much less their hometown. Coming 
out is very much starting your life 
anew. It takes guts and determination 
to see it through, hoping that one day 
things will only get better, which is 
why it’s no coincidence so many gay 
organizations are at the forefront of 
helping Katrina survivors. 

As the likes of Macarvage demonize 
gays, it also bears noting the streets in 
New Orleans that have survived mainly 
unscathed are those in the French 
Quarter’s historic gay district, which my 
local friends Dan and Dave affectionate- 
ly called the “Fruit Loop.” When three 
friends and | stayed in Dan and Dave's 
shotgun cottage on Orleans Street 
(Dan and Dave are safe, as are their 
homes) during our rollicking Memphis- 
to-New Orleans road trip a couple years 
ago, we immersed ourselves in the local 
gay scene. My (straight) friends 
linedanced at gay country bar Rawhide, 
and got down and dirty at America’s 
oldest gay bar, Café Lafitte, open 24 
hours a day and one of Tennessee 
Williams’ fave watering holes. 

Many folks thought they were gay 
and, for the most part, my friends let 
them believe it. And why not? Clearly 
God is on our side. © 
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Images of war and 
peace dominate 
North of Nowhere 
Expo’s art 
installations 

By AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


yn X and a small group of volun- 
teers from the Edmonton Small 
Association (ESPA) have just 

spent many sleepless nights mount- 
ing, pasting and trimming over 350 
anti-war posters in preparation for 
the North of Nowhere Expo 
2005. And their job is not nearly 
done: just days before the expo is 
about to open, there is still the 
“minor” last-minute task of hanging 
14,000 paper cranes made by 
Edmonton school children in mem- 
ory of the atomic bomb victims, 
putting up three 105-inch-long 
panoramic photographs of the dev- 
astated city of Hiroshima and hang- 


ing a cartoon exhibit by Canada- 
wide independent artists—and that’s 
only the visual art portion of the 
expo. 

“This is as far as you can get to 
our ‘DIY or Die’ philosophy,” laughs 
Lyn X wearily, an amazing energy 
still ringing in her voice through a 
bad case of the sniffles. “We don’t 
get a lot of sleep these days. And our 
volunteer coordinator is sick.” But 
despite the seemingly overwhelming 
effort, neither X nor any of the other 
volunteers are complaining. Their 
hearts are in this project: they've 
spent a year begging for volunteers, 
scrounging every penny and selling 
buttons, all to ensure that their 
small non-profit society that fosters 
independent, socially conscious pub- 
lishing initiatives can pull off this 
major event. As far as they are con- 
cerned, the art they are putting up 
can, in some small way, at least, 
change the world. 

“We want people to be more 
active and not sit on their asses and 
accept what they are given,” says X. 


approval there without and 
the chemical has since been 
| in over 90 other countries. 
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And true to her words, the art that is 
about to hit the downtown venues is 
anything but nice, or neutral. “I like 
watercolors of pretty flowers as 
much as anyone else, but | am not 
going to waste any time putting on a 
show of them.” 


HER CURATORIAL CHOICES are in 
turn infuriating, hilarious, depress- 
ing, and always, always thought-pro- 


E|VISUAL ARTS 


voking. For instance, Near Shima 
Hospital: The Hiroshima Panorama 
Project is about as hard-hitting an 
image as has ever been seen in 
Edmonton. This wide, nearly 360- 
degree photographic view of 
Hiroshima gives us an opportunity 
to “walk” into the remains of the 
city immediately after the bombing, 
and it’s a startling experience. Even 
though most of us have read about 
the after-effects of this little (15 kilo- 
ton) bomb, to stand in the midst of 


“4 lot of names came up in my 
research,” Brackett says, “but Betty 
Francini of Mission Possible was my 
best resource for victims of aspar- 
tame. She does good work.” In her 
conversation with Francini, the term 
“coverup” is never spoken, but never 
far away. Brackett must have been 

to be lambasted by Searle or 
the FDA in the courts or the media. 

“We haven't heard a thing from 
them,” she says with a laugh. Other- 
wise, the film has seen overwhelming- 


7 part have experi- 
relied on 


a moonlike landscape, with few 
buildings standing like black silhou- 
ettes of gallows against the sky, is 
shocking. 

Or take the posters that will 
appear in the hundreds in the Stan- 
ley A. Milner Library, the Red Strap 
Market and in the music venue for 
the expo, the Bomb Shelter. These 
are not pretty ads; there is a poster 
of Condoleeza Rice in a military uni- 
form with the sub heading “I am 
fighting for Whitey,” or George W. 
Bush as Hitler, flanked by his army 
of well-dressed corporate men. These 
are the kinds of statements people in 
other countries have died for. 

Although much of the imagery 
for the expo has a strong an anti-war 
slant, X sees the aims as being much 
broader. “How do you define war? 
How do you define peace? Any kind 
of activism boils down to war and 
peace,” she says. “We are asking peo- 
ple to wake up and see what's going 
on.” But beyond the political 
activism the expo incites, there is 
also a subtle jibing of the established 


published in London’s The Ecologist," 
she says, “and we have shipped copies 
of the film to people in Nigeria, Israel, 
France and all over Canada.” 


IN THE END, Brackett is optimistic 
about the future of her film, as she 
has just signed with indie distributor 
Cinema Libre for wider distribution. 
The aspartame issue is receiving 
more attention as well: a recent Ital- 
ian study reaffirms its link to cancer 
in mice, a $350 million class action 
lawsuit has been filed in San Francis- 
co and New Mexico is considering a 
state-wide ban on the over 6,000 
consumer products that contain 
aspartame. Even Brackett's own 
future has taken a turn for the bet- 
ter. She is now almost fully recov- 
ered, has published a collection of 
poetry about her experience with 
multiple sclerosis and the follow-up 
to Sweet Misery, titled Sweet Remedy, 
is in post-production. However, she 


ESCUE OUR 


CHILDREN 


arts community. X (together with 
the ESPA) is questioning the whole 
idea of what art is and how it is pre- 
sented. . 
“We just don’t tolerate the elitist 
attitudes, treating audiences like 
they are sheep,” exclaims X with 
conviction. She likens much of the 
art in established art ir galleries to 
the emperor's new clothes: intellec- 
tually barren, propped up by 
overblown curatorial statements 
“Why are my tax dollars being spent 
on these bleeding artists?” she asks 
provocatively. The kinds of art 
exhibits she and the ESPA would like 
to encourage are like the expo: self- 
made, socially conscious, low-budget 
ventures that crop up outside of the 
main venues. “I hope that it will 
give the people a boost of positive 
energy to keep fighting the good 
fight.” © 
NORTH OF NOWHERE EXPO 
Various locations * Sept 16-30 « 
For more information, visit 
edmontonsmallpress.org for details 


knows there is still a long way to go. 

As long as aspartame kills fewer 
than 300 people per year, there is no 
clear resolution in sight. The number 
of symptoms associated with aspar- 
tame poisoning, the slow spread of 
information about its risks and the 
economic power of the additive 
industry make the challenge 
Sisyphean. At best, Brackett hopes for 
clearly labeled products that list both 
ingredients and potential side effects 
so that consumers can make informed 
decisions. “I think we have to take 
back control of our health care, our 
bodies and our lives,” she says wistful- 
ly. “We have surrendered too much to 
the government already.” @ 
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CBC personalities along with live 
performances by local musicians and 
was broadcast live from Churchill 
Square, where fans of CBC program- 
ming gathered to show their support 
for the locked out employees, who 
have been overwhelmed by the pub- 
lic’s interest in their dispute. 

“People come up to me and tell me 
they've been having trouble getting up 
in the morning without their regular 
morning shows, or that they feel 
strange going to bed without watching 
Peter Mansbridge,” Rogers says, before 
explaining that the anti-public broad- 
casting sentiment she expected to 
come across at least a small part of on 
her trip has yet to materialize. 

“T haven’t encountered any hostil- 
ity—even people I’ve met who aren’t 
CBC fans tell me that they are glad it 
exists,” says Rogers. “People who 
aren't regular CBC listeners believe in 
us because in times of national crisis 
or during elections or other times 
when Canadians need to make 
important decisions, we're there, and 
we need to continue to be there.” 

Rogers feels management's decision 
to lock out CMG employees after they 
rejected an August 11 contract offer is 
“an extremely aggressive tactic” which 
“undermines public broadcasting,” 
although the Corporation insists these 
measures were necessary. The CBC did 
not respond to several interview 
requests, instead referring Vue to their 
labour disruption website, cbcnegotia- 
tions.ca. Describing the lockout as a 
“regrettable but necessary step,” the 
website goes on to explain the Corpo- 
ration’s position regarding the central 
issue in the dispute through a series of 
press releases. “At issue is the CBC’s 
proposal to hire employees on contract 
in the future for some jobs that are 
now filled by permanent employees,” 
the release reads. “This is essential in 
today’s broadcasting industry, where 
programs, formats and entire services 
come and go constantly.” The CBC is 
adamant in its assertion that this “flexi- 
bility” will allow the broadcaster to 
“remain competitive” and is quick to 


"** "> remind both*employees and the public 


“that current permanent employees 
will never be affected by this proposal.” 


ROGERS DOESN'T DISPUTE the Cor- 
poration’s assertion that her status as a 
permanent full-time employee is not 
directly threatened by the CBC’s cur- 
rent offer, but she feels CBC employ- 
ees still have an obligation to fight 
management’s attempts to change the 
way future employees are classified. 

“I think of people like my studio 
director, who is 25 years old and just 
started with the corporation,” Rogers 
explains. “She should be able to have 
the kind of career that I have had. But 
these people are hired from contract 
to contract to contract, and that’s not 
how you build a cultural institution.” 

More so than its status as the 
home of Hockey Night in Canada or 
Coronation Street, for Rogers and her 
colleagues it is this idea of the CBC 
as an integral part of Canadian cul- 
ture that make the inconveniences 
and hardships of the lockout worth 
struggling through. 

“We are well paid, I’m not deny- 
ing that, but most of our employees 
weren’t saving up in anticipation of 


“We're doing this 
because we are worried 
about the future of 
public broadcasting” 

— SHELAGH ROGERS, LOCKED 
out CBC PERSONALITY 


a lockout, so we're seeing good peo- 
ple go,” Rogers says. “I know of sev- 
eral colleagues in Vancouver who are 
interviewing for jobs in the private 
sector right now, because as much as 
they love their jobs, they have 
expenses and $238 a week is not 
much to raise a family on. 

“We're doing this because we are 
worried about the future of public 
broadcasting,” she continues. “I 
think the CBC is the voice of fair- 
ness, balance, analysis, entertain- 
ment and discovery in Canada, and 
I'm missing it as much as you are.” © 


POLITIC LI 


| ay q #6 POWERPLANT 
BPIRG — pisos! Bjorn, 


alberta public interest research group sak 


with guests Murder City Sparrows 


$7 at the door * No Minors * Doors 8:00pm * Show 9:00pm 
$3 bottles of Bud and Bud Lite 


tickets available at BLACKBYRD MYOOZIK, LISTEN RECORDS and the APIRG office 


this event is a part of DISO 


the RADICAL WES# OF ¥ELC > apirg.org 


WUEWEEKLY @] SEPTEMBER 15-21, 2005 


The dread pirate Watson 


Aquatic outlaw and 
Sea Shepherd 
founder Captain 
Paul Watson docks 
in Edmonton 


By KRIS MEEN 


r city’s stages and lecture the- 
tres have been host to countless 
ebels of varying stripes over the 
years—but this week's talk by direct 
action sea conservation group Sea 
Shepherd’s Captain Paul Watson 
may well mark the first time an 
Edmonton venue has featured a pre- 
sentation by a real-life pirate. 
Watson and Sea Shepherd aren’t 
after piles of booty, however, instead 
Sailing the seven seas intent on 
thwarting the designs of poachers, 
illegal fishing operations and other 
purported aquatic ne’er-do-wells 
with aggressive tactics: ramming, dis- 
abling and even sinking of ships. In 


fact, since Sea Shepherd’s beginnings 
in the 1970s, the organization claims 
to have sunk half the whaling fleets 
of both Iceland and Spain. 

Watson, a former Greenpeace co- 
founder and current Sea Shepherd is 
taking a quick trip onto the main- 
land this month, engaging in a 
week-long, mostly Canadian speak- 
ing tour that drops into Edmonton’s 
Stanley Milner Library this Thursday 


| [LECTURE 


(September 15). Over the telephone 
from his home in Washington State, 
Watson says that his talk will touch 
on a number of issues that Sea Shep- 
herd is involved in, but will focus 
primarily on the recently re-started 
annual seal hunt in Newfoundland. 
Two years ago, the hunt was 
ranked number one on his organiza- 
tion's top-10 list of most dangerous 
places for marine mammals in the 
world, ahead of both Japanese and 
Norwegian whaling operations. “It’s 


killed,” Say 
Watson regarding the reason for the 
ranking. “That, and they are target- 
ing baby seals.” 

A federal Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans website says that the 
numbers killed — around 300,000 per 
year — are justified given a seal popu- 
lation of around five million. Wat- 
son says this number is simply 
inaccurate, and that it’s actually 
around two million. The govern- 
ment also claims that the seal hunt 
is a viable industry bringing in $16 
million in an area devastated by the 
loss of the cod fishery, but Watson 
disputes this number, too. They're 
ignoring the subsidies,” he says. “It's 
a glorified welfare scheme as far as 
I’m concemed.” 


WATSON HOPES that his speaking 
tour will contribute to the campaign 
against the seal hunt. “We're raising 
awareness about a boycott of Cana- 
dian fish that is going on,” he says. 
“An impact is happening, restau- 
rants are signing on to this.” 

Watson founded Sea Shepherd in 
1977 after a split with Greenpeace, 
of which he was also co-founder; 
since then, the group's tactics have 
drawn condemnation from a num- 
ber of quarters, including some 
mainstream environmental groups. 
He has been accused of violence, 
lawlessness and of being an eco-ter- 
rorist. Watson gives short shrift to 
the accusations, however, saying his 
activities are legal under United 
Nations statutes. “The World Charter 
for Nature states that any non-gov- 
ernmental organization or individ- 
ual or state is empowered to uphold 
environmental conservation law in 
areas beyond its national jurisdic- 
tion, which is where we intervene,” 
he says. 

And intervention, he continues, 
is sorely needed on the environmen- 
tal front as well. This summer's busy 
hurricane season and the carnage 
wreaked by Hurricane Katrina are 
vivid examples of the consequences 
of man-made climate change, says 
Watson, one which has been 
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Captain Watson 


Continued from previous page 


ignored for years despite warnings. 
“We are making predictions, and 
being proven right,” says Watson. 
“We predicted the decline of the 
cod, and we predicted the destruc- 
tion of New Orleans.” 

“New Orleans specifically has no 
right to exist,” says Watson. “The US 
Corps of Engineers has spent hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars keeping 
the Mississippi from going where it 
wants to go, and ultimately the river 
won. New Orleans is now “Atlantis.” 

Despite what Watson sees as clear 
evidence of climate change, he does- 
n’t expect improvements anytime 
soon. “We're addicted to oil, we're 
going to use every last drop,” he 
says. “The oil companies run the 
world,” says Watson. “It’s what I like 
to call an ‘oilocratic uglyarchy.’ The 
oil companies will destroy civiliza- 
tion as we know it.” 

Apocalyptic outlook aside, Wat- 
son maintains that people should get 
involved in some kind of environ- 
mental activism. “There are wildlife 
concerns in every area,” he urges. 
“There's a diversity of approaches. It 
doesn’t mean you have to be a radi- 
cal environmentalist.” 

Or a pirate, one would assume— 
good news for those of us who think 
puffy shirts and saying “arrrrrr” a lot 
are a little outré. O 

CAPTAIN PAUL WATSON 

Stanley Milner Library Theatre * Thu, 

Sept 15 (7 pm) 


—_— 


See EM -2\n te 


infinite 
lives 


By DARREN ZENKO 


Okay... well shit, | guess it’s like four in 
the morning and | came home from 
drinking Lucky around a campfire with 
some girls but then | noticed that the 
the ol’ Box was still on and | still had to 
sail to Caracas or Curacao or Cartagena 
or something to find Baron Raymondo 
for like the tenth time because he had a 
part of the map that shows where my 
long lost aunt was buried.... | mean 
imprisoned, not buried; it’s treasure 
that gets buried. Anyway he had a 
piece of the map | needed, because the 
other piece | had was total shit, only a 
tiny bit of coastline and no landmarks 
so | had to stab this guy again and 
again (again) until he gave me the 
map, and then | had to find the lost 
Aztec city cause my crew was getting 
surly for gold and then | divided up the 
plunder and started another cruise and 
now it’s four in the morning and my 
guy has been stabbed too many times 
and I’m going to sleep now g/nite... 

... and good morning! Wow, that 
was awesome! | haven't stayed up ‘til 
four in the moming playing Pirates! since 
| was a kid and would sneak into the 
computer room and turn the lights off 
and sound off and put a blanket over the 
ol’ Tandy montior to block telltale under- 
door glows and play and play and play 
with no soundtrack other than the rise 
and fall of my father’s oceanic snoring. 
Those were wee hours of sheer imagina- 
tion, when the wild Caribbean of the 
17th century spread out before me, 
when my poofy-shirted stack of piratical 
pixels lashed out with cold steel against 
identical villainous Spaniards in seedy 
Havana back-alleys, when governors’ 
daughters—beautiful in their 16-color 
EGA palettes—plied me with their two 
flirtatious animations, when my scrappy 
fleet of comandeered cargo ships tacked 
inch by agonizing inch against the wind 
with holds filled with bounty and sails 
shredded to angel-hair. It was gripping. 

Pirates! got its hooks so deep into 
me that it’s still my reflexive first answer 
when people ask my favourite game of 
all time. First, it was a diverse play 
experience: a sailing game, a ship-com- 
bat game, a swordfighting game, an 
exploration game, a trading game, a 
tactical battle game. None of these ele- 
ments would stand up on its own, but 
Sid Meier—one of the first, and still one 
of the few, rock stars of game design— 
combined them all into an all-round 
package paced so things were always 
fresh. The breadth of the game, and 
the extensive historical notes provided, 
placed all this gaming action into a 
vibrant context that sparked dreams 
and wonder. Before Pirates!, | wasn’t all 
that into pirates; after Pirates! derring- 
do on the high seas became and 
remains a staple of my fantasy life. 

Newly remade and re-released, 
Pirates! for the XBox is mechanically 
nearly identical to the old 
PC/Apple/C64 | loved. You start off as 
an enterprising young mutineer off to 
make his fortune and rescue his lost 


farfifiyy YOU TIPE "Caron "ane CPORe steer” 


and romance ladies in dozens of ports, 
you eventually get old and retire... the 
main differences are an improved land- 
battle system, a tedious button-match- 
ing dance minigame with which you 
impress governors’ daughters, and 
another button-matching game remi- 
niscent of Shenmue’s “Quick Timer 
Events” that helps even the odds in 
boarding battles. Everything else is 
more-or-less a straight port of the 20- 
year-old classic, made shiny with mod- 
ern graphics and animations. 

Modern graphics and animations! 
I'll never forget the cinematic majesty 
of the first time | boarded and cap- 
tured a Spanish galleon. | swung into 
battle with my lightning-quick rapier, 
and quickly gained the upper hand on 
the enemy captain by kicking a mop 
bucket at him. A few well-placed 
thrusts and he was pushed back, stum- 
bling down the stairs to the deck. | slid 
sure-footed down the railing after him, 
pressing the attack, and knocked the 
desperate Spaniard over into a spot 
where my cannon barrage had started 
a fire on the deck. His garments blaz- 
ing, the panicked captain threw him- 
self screaming over the rail into Davy 
Jones’ locker. Victory! 

And then there’s the second time | 
captured a galleon; after gaining the 
upper hand by throwing a mop bucket, 
| knocked my opponent down the stairs 
and did a rail-slide after him, pushed 
him into a flaming bit of deck, and 
watched as he went screaming into the 
sea. The third time: bucket, stairs, 
flames... what the fuck? There are, like, 
only four different fight-scene scripts in 
Pirates!, and though they’re all fun and 
funny and cool when you first play 
them they get old fast—The Sea Hawks 
meets Groundhog Day. 

Now, the original didn’t mix it up 
too much, either—your swordfights 
took place against one of three back- 
drops—but it was iconic enough that 
there was room for fantasy; in the 
remake, it’s all spelled out for you. 
When your guy takes out every single 
pirate captain he faces with the exact 
same trick, you can imagine the adven- 
ture otherwise only by taking your mind 
out of the game rather than diving in 
deeper. And this repetitiveness is a top- 
to-bottom problem, not just limited to 
the swordfight cinemas: the same hand- 
ful of ship names appear over and over; 
in your search for your family, you'll 
chase and capture the same evil 
Spaniard (“Raymondo”) up to a dozen 
times; in romancing the governors’ 
daughters, you'll run through the same 
boring dance game every time you 
meet; etc. It’s like they built the game 
engine and forgot to add more than a 
demo’s worth of content... and because 
everything's so explicit, the player's own 
imagination has no blanks to fill in. Bor- 
ing, after not too long of a while. 

My first nostalgic Pirates! late- 
nighter was also my last; a two-day 
rental was more than enough for me 
to get my fill, to see everything the 
game has to offer. It got inexplicably 
praiseful reviews and | guess it sold 
okay, so maybe they'll make a true 
sequel, a real modern game rather 
than a next-gen skin over a frame- 
work of 20-year-old minigames. Black 
Kat, Galleon, Pirates of the Caribbean? 
Shit...| mean, come on; it wouldn’t 
take much to make the current sorry 
slate of pirate games walk the damn 
plank. @ 


vueweekiy €E> 


425-8721 
Mon-Thu 10-7 


2Gth ANNIVERSARY SALE® 


Sounpb 
CONNECTION 


20% OFF ALL REG PRICED INVENTORY 
VINYL > CDS - VIDEO - 


Alternative 


10838-124th St. 


Fri 10-9 


* Sun 12-5 


*: TICKETS: S20 IN ADVANCE, MORE SS @ THE DOOR 
* 


TICKETS AVAILABLE @: 
Ticketmaster, Foosh, Colorblind, Yess Hair & Tee Saran 
vents Ticket Info: wwwathe-standard.ca & www.connectedent. 
> ; 


- bE 


mo , BEHINDTHEDECKS 


SEPTEMBER 15-21, 2005 


www.walkforlife.ca 


SEPTEMBER 18 AT EDMONTON CITY HALL ¢ 11:45 AM - 4:00 PM 
For pledge forms and registration, please contact HIV Edmonton at 488-5742 ext 223or visit hivedmonton.com 


Top INDIVIDUAL FUNDRAISER (OVER $1000) 
Mountain Park Lodges 2 night hotel package in Jasper & Brewster Tours " Columbia Ice Glacier Experience" for 2. 


Top FUNDRAISING TEAM (OVER $1000) 
Chocoholic Buffet Party for Ten at the Sutton Place Hotel. 


JOIN US FOR THE AFTER PARTY AT THE ROOST! 
*PLEASE BRING A NON-PERISHABLE ITEM FOR THE EDMONTON FOOD BANK * 


Proceeds raised will go to support the following agencies 
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ty McKipBen, Executive Director 


is fallen off the political map; therefore 

g has remained stagnant. Prior to the 
‘last election the Liberals did promise a dou- 
g of the AIDS federal budget but that was over 
{ the first year (2004-05) HIV Edmonton 
did receive a 5.8% increase, the first in more than a 
decade from the federal government. This year there 
‘was no increase to community AIDS groups. Simi- 
larly even though the provincial government had 
promised an increase for this year, in the end the 
new Health Minister, Iris Evans did not deliver. 

Stagnant funding means much needed preven- 
tion and support programs are increasingly falling 
behind as the number of individuals with HIV contin- 
les to increase every year. No additional money cou- 
pled with increased costs such as insurance, utilities, 
and salaries equals fewer resources to provide service 
to more people. Prevention programs are eroded 
with a predictable sustained or increased level of new 
infections. Another troubling indicator is that STIs 
have increased dramatically over the past few years. 
In other major metropolitan areas, an increase in 
HIV rates has followed an increase in STIs. 

Those of us who work in this field grapple with 
| despair because we know our youth, Aboriginal and 
First Nations peoples, women and others at high 
risk are not really hearing the safer sex message. 
Some will appear in our office, HIV+ and fright- 

__ ened, depressed, angry, and suicidal. Some will go 
‘on a self-destructive binge, too afraid to face their 
new reality. Some will hide, too ashamed to talk to 
anyone; afraid of being shunned by their family and 
communities. Their adaptation to HIV will be much 
more difficult; their health much more precarious. 

‘These shortfalls highlighted the need to expand 
and strengthen our partnerships. So, this year for 
the first time we invited all other organizations 
doing AIDS work in Edmonton into the annual Walk 
for Life for HIV and AIDS. Six organizations working 
on very different aspects of HIV agreed to join us. 
With this new influx of participants it is hoped we 


d awareness event for HIV dieser Our event kicks 
and the Walk to begin at 1:00 pm. WALK FOR LIFE 
i "ae in partnership with community-based AIDS 
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Cal to Our Work: 


will expand the walk and increase awareness about 
HIV and AIDS. Of course, our community partners 
also have the opportunity to raise funds to assist in 
the development of their programs. 


The six partners are: 

* Students International Health Association: this group 
from the University of Alberta has been working in 
Partnership with HIV Edmonton for a number of years 
and has developed and are delivering prevention infor- 
mation to schools. This program of youth providing 
Programming for youth, was developed when it 
became apparent HIV Edmonton could not sustain 
their youth programming. 

- African Canadian Society of Alberta, and the 
Madelaine Sanam Foundation are two organiza- 
tions working in the African communities in 
Edmonton. Individuals from these ethnocultural 
communities are particularly reluctant to partici- 
pated in HIV/AIDS programming so having specific 
ethnocultural groups to raise awareness and pro- 
vide support is critically important. 

~ Kairos House: a program of Catholic Social Services 
provides housing for people living with HIV and AIDS. 
+ Streetworks: work with injection drug users and 
others on the street to provide clean needles and 
other harm reduction supplies and HIV prevention 
information. 

- Edzimkulu: is the Edmonton support for a South 
African project delivering community development 
programming to an isolated area without other HIV 
and AIDS support. All the money from the Walk will 
be used to support local Edmonton activities which 
in turn support the activities in South African. 


HIV Edmonton is extremely delighted these part- 
ners agreed to participate in this years’ Walk for 
Life. They are all doing critical HIV/AIDS work, 
which HIV Edmonton does not have the resources 
to undertake. We hope their participation results in 
improved participation in the Walk, additional 
donations, and increased awareness of HIV and 
AIDS in our communities. 
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Gay Men Play Safe Campaign 


On September 12, 2005, HIV Edmonton joined 
our national partners in launching a new 
Assumptions Campaign called “Gay Men Play 
Safe”. The campaign was launched in Halifax, 
Montreal, Toronto, Edmonton and Vancouver. 


This is the second of two campaigns aimed at 
promoting safer sexual activities among 
gay/bisexual/men who have sex with men 
(MSM). In 2004, we focused on the assump- 
tons that men make about their sexual part- 
ners; asking the question “How do you know 
what you know?”. Itchallenged men to “Think 
Again!” about the way in which the HIV status 
of their partners is determined. The truth is 
that most don’t know and often there is little 
communication to determine this information. 


AIDS Service Organizations, health profession- 
als and the gay community at large have been 
actively reminding gay men thar condom use is 
our best defence against HIV transmission in 
our community for over 23 years. We know that 
gay men are aware of the facts concerning HIV 
and we have not taken the time to acknowledge 
that commitment co one another and to them- 
selves. This campaign celebrates the roughly 
75% of men who are consistent in their safer sex 
practices and use condoms almost every Gime 


HIV transmission rates in Alberta are moni- 
tored and reported by Alberta Health & Well- 
ness Infectious Diseases and Health Canada 
Centre for Infectious Diseases and Control. 
Unfortunately, the process of compiling this 


HIV/AIDS Walk for Life 2005 


Sunday, September 18th, 2005 41:45 am - 4:00 pm at City Hall 
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information takes a considerable length of 
ume, therefore, the figures we work with are 
sometimes more than cwo years old. For exam- 
ple, in 2004, in Alberta, approximately 49% or 
$7 out of 117 new infections were attributed to 
gay/bisexual/MSM. We do not have an accu- 
rate figure for any population groups so we do 
not know what the current rate of infection 
among the gay/bisexual/MSM population spe- 
cific to Edmonton. 


Health Canada’s latest reports are for the year 
2002 and report that gay/bisexual/MSM 
account for approximately 40% of all new 
infections and 58% of the estimated 56,000 
people in Canada living with HIV/AIDS. 
Health Canada also estimates chat 30% or 
17,000 individuals under all categories do not 
know they are infected. 


The “Gay Men Play Safe” campaign will run 
for eight weeks on billboards, bus shelter ads, 
posters, bathroom media ads, post cards, 
coasters and condom paks in most of the six 
partner cities. Rethink Advertising: has also 
developed a 30 second clip to run as a PSA on 
television and on the Internet. 


In Edmonton, we secured one billboard on 
Jasper Ave and are running predominantly a 
poster and bathroom ad campaign accompanied 
by postcards, condom pak and bar coasters. 
Please visit www.GayMenPlaySafe.com or con- 
tact Robert Smith at 488-5742, ext 230 or email 
men@hivedmonton.com for more information. 


During AIDS Awareness Week, HIV Edmonton will be holding several events. 
www.hivedmonton.com 


The World AIDS Campaign for 2005 is “Stop AIDS. Keep the Promise”. 
The goal of the World AIDS Campaign is to energize and supportan effective and sustained 


For more information on the global campaign check out www.worldaidscampaign.org. For 


“Simply Using the UNGASS Declaration of Commitment” document for tips at 
www.hivedmonton.com/htm/archive/simply%20using.pdf 


Join us during AIDS Awareness Week! 


AIDS AWARENESS WEEK 


November 24 — December 1 
Please check out our website for more information. 
response to the AIDS epidemic. Crucial to its success will be increased public awareness of past poli- 
cy commitments and promises on AIDS, including the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS. 


information on the UNAIDS “Declaration of Commitment” see www.unaids.org or review the 
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Kids in the Hall 
Bistro’s youth work 
skills program 
serves up some 
great food 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


our proto-Aztec City Hall beats 

the delectable heart of social con- 
sciousness. For years, downtown 
office workers and civil servants 
have spoken in reverent tones about 
the Kids In the Hall Bistro, and 
with damn good reason. 

My wife, our toddler and I visited 
the lightly populated restaurant after 
the Friday lunch rush. We were wel- 
comed by our warm, friendly servers; 
Leslie left to get my wife’s iced tea 
($1.69) after convincing me to try 
the feature drink, a Mocha Mudslide 
($3.25). We smoothed out the white 
tablecloth and considered the menus 


Be the totalitarian facade of 
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that Sarah brought. 

I lost myself in the surprisingly 
extensive choices while my bride set- 
tled quickly on the Kids In the Hall 
Burger ($8.25), described as “the 
biggest burger downtown.” She 
chose the grilled cheese sandwich off 
the kid’s menu for our offspring and 
was delighted that the $4.95 price 
tag included both a choice of side 
dish and a drink. I wrestled with 


IBISTRO 


inexpensive entrées, which included 
salmon or stuffed pork loin, before 
deciding on more lunchtime fare. I 
opted for a Monte Cristo sandwich 
($8.95) that came with both fruit 
salad and a choice of sides. 

This bright, urban bistro with 
vaulted ceilings and oddly angled 
windows has a terrific mandate to 
equip youths with work and life skills. 
The kids who work here have experi- 
enced barriers to other employment, 
but through the Kids In the Hall pro- 
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ject, they’re given a chance to turn 
their training program into other full- 
time work or the motivation to return 
to school. My beloved, a former social 
services worker, strongly approves of 
its mission. I was there for the food. 

Leslie delivered my Mocha Mud- 
slide with a grin of anticipation. The 
ice cold milkshake was crowned with 
fresh whipped cream and dusted with 
chocolate powder. The taste was phe- 
nomenal. Its rich chocolate flavour 
carried a hint of coconut; only the 
shot of Kahlua that I decided against 
could have improved the experience. 
One sip and my daughter, typically a 
fan only of water or maternal bever- 
age, went absolutely bananas. I only 
got my drink back after promising to 
buy her a car when she turns 16. 


WE HAD TO WAIT a little for our 
sandwiches, but they were well 
worth the wait. My Monte Cristo 
was hidden by an enormous serving 
of fresh salad greens, while the 
promised fruit salad of melon, 
pineapple and oranges threatened to 
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take over the plate. The sandwich 
itself tasted like unsweetened French 
toast wrapped around a delicious 
turkey and bacon club with plenty of 
melted Swiss and cheddar cheeses. It 
was just as filling as it sounds. 

The grilled cheese received high 
marks from our toddler’s refined 
palate, but my wife’s burger was 
astounding: dwarfed by a heap of 
hot, crisp fries, the extra-lean patty 
was topped with normally optional 
bacon, mushrooms, onion rings and 
cheddar cheese on a thin bun that 
did nothing to conceal its succu- 
lence. | abandoned the token health- 
fulness of my side orders in favour of 
a serious fry binge, but still didn’t 


manage to put a dent in her pile. 
After our sandwiches and gradual- 
ly slowing fry consumption, we elect- 
ed to concentrate on desserts. Sarah 
recited the dessert menu for us and 
we leapt on the last piece of fruit 
crumble ($4.95) to share. Our choice 
to split the treat was justified: the por- 
tion size was unbelievable. Garnished 
with fresh strawberries, dried apple 
and a lone kumquat, the crumble 
wasn’t as dry as I'd hoped, but not at 
all pasty. A sensational blend of rolled 
oats, cinnamon, nutmeg and brown 
sugar melted on my tongue as I dug 
deeper to find the piping hot fruit 
beneath. Large chunks of apple, 
peaches and cherries surrendered to 
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our eager spoons and we savoured 
every bite until we could eat no more. 
A scoop of natural vanilla ice cream 
would have been a welcome addition. 
Unbelievably, despite a dramatic 
year and a half working just across 
Churchill Square, I had only been to 
Kids In the Hall once before. I’m kick- 
ing myself for my neglect, since my 
Current west-end job now prevents me 
from sampling their inexpensive fare 
more often. | debited $40, including a 
generous tip, for a fantastic meal and a 
worthy cause. I also made a promise to 
return on my next “sick day.” © 
KIDS IN THE HALL BISTRO 
1 Sir Winston Churchill Square * 413-8060 
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Price per person, before tax and tip 
$ —Less than $10 

$$ — $10 to $20 

$$$ —$20 to $30 

$$$$ = — $30 and up 


102 ave. - 100a st. 


137 edmonton city centre east 


426-4767 


THE CAJUN HOUSE 

7 St. Anne Street, St. Albert * 460- 
8772 

“I’m having the special,” my wife 
announced with desperate certainty 
after a quick glance at our dining 
options at St. Albert’s Cajun House. 
“There are way too many good things 
in there.” The menu featured inexpen- 
sive po’boys, gumbos and jambalayas; 
in short, every Creole dish | had ever 
sampled and enjoyed, which left me in 
a pickle. Delectable descriptions of 
blackened catfish, steak in feta cheese 
and pecan-encrusted chicken set my 
head to spinning. Well past the point 
of making a choice, | copped out with 
the first combination | saw: the Cajun 
House Combination Plate ($10.50). 
The selection promised jambalaya, 
shrimp Creole, red beans and smoked 
sausage. | tried to convince my wife to 
start with frog's legs (tastes like swamp 
chicken, I've been told), but we settled 
on coconut shrimp ($7.95) instead. 
The coconut shrimp arrived relatively 
quickly; six piping-hot prawns basked 
in their thick breading, sweetened by 
crispy strands of coconut meat as we 
savoured the salty contrast of the dark 


soy dipping sauce. Our server returned 
a short while later with our main 
courses, and both of us dove in imme- 
diately. | nibbled around my jambalaya 
at first, teasing myself with the deli- 
cious red beans and popping a couple 
of plump, firm Creole-spiced shrimp 
into my mouth. The rich, mildly spicy 
combination was stunning, and nearly 
every bite included ham, Sausage or 
chicken as well as the delicious mixture 
of spicy rice, peppers and tomatoes. 
The heat built gradually on my palate 
and | appreciated the glass of water 
beside me, but | never had to lunge 
for it. Meanwhile, my wife was mow- 
ing through her petit-sized special 
($11.95). A generous portion of pan- 
fried halibut lay under a yellow tomato 
sauce. Next to her steamed vegeta- 
bles, the roasted potato was sliced into 
tender discs and sprinkled with herbs. 
My wife was ecstatic about her choice 
and the light, tender and juicy white 
meat was well worth the wait. The yel- 
low tomato sauce tasted almost 
squash-like and balanced the halibut 
beautifully. Never one for fish, one 
taste of her entrée made me an instant 
convert. We left the restaurant 
weighed down with my girl's Mississip- 
pi Mud Pie ($4.95) and my flourless, 
bittersweet chocolate cake ($4.25). We 
managed to make it all the way to the 
car before she tore into the takeout 
containers. | was a little disappointed 
in the dense brownie floating in a 
whipped cream pool, but her choco- 
late mousse-chocolate cheesecake- 


chocolate crust dessert was a sensa- 
tion. We were just over $50 lighter and 
absolutely stuffed. | couldn't believe 
that this popular little restaurant in 
plutocratic St. Albert wasn’t charging 
far more for its outstanding cuisine. All 
they needed for ambiance was an exu- 
berant jazz ensemble and a voodoo 
Priestess going table to table offering 
curses and aphrodisiacs. Average 
Price: $$$ (Reviewed 5/26/05) 


GLENORA GRILL 

12327-102 Ave * 482-3531 

The Glenora Grill’s menu is, in a word, 
Creative. There are a lot of interesting 
flavour combinations, and a diverse 
mix of ingredients catering to clients 
who are culinarily conservative or gas- 
tronomically adventurous. There were 
plenty of options to choose from, 
though | settled fairly quickly on the 
Arabic Chicken ($19), a braised chick- 
en breast with raisins, pine nuts, egg- 
plant and fresh tomatoes, with 
cumin-laced yogurt to top. My wife 
was in the mood for fish, opting for 
the Plank-Roasted Pacific Salmon 
($20), which came with crispy leeks 
and a cranberry aioli. To start things 
off, | felt like a soup, and seeing how 
our waiter heartily recommended the 
Tacoma Sweet Onion Soup ($4.25 per 
cup), | thought I’d give it a try. My 
wife chose the Grilled Sliced Beef Salad 
($9.25), a beef-topped salad with fresh 
greens and a spicy tomato dressing. It 
took a while for our appetizers to show 
up, but when they did, they proved to 
be worth the wait. Garnished with a 
dollop of sour cream and some shred- 
ded parmesan, my sweet onion soup 
was, quite simply, the best I’ve ever 
had. My wife’s salad was huge, and 
had the better part of a steak sliced up 
and spread on top. The spicy tomato 
dressing was, true to its word, spicy, 
and the greens were fresh and tender. 
| expected a lot from the $9 salad, 
and, judging by my wife's reaction, it 
was worth the price. My Arabic chick- 
en was seasoned with a deliciously 
complex group of flavours—the yogurt 


and cumin were typically eastern, 
while the almost salsa-like chunky 
tomato sauce that covered the chicken 
was full of unlikely bedfellows. (The 
raisins and pine nuts were, in Particu- 
lar, both strangely perfect additions to 
the dish.) My side of seasoned pota- 
toes was good, though they paled in 
comparison to the outstanding chick- 
en. Under all those crispy leeks, my 
wife’s salmon was smothered in a thick 
layer of cranberry aioli, which she 
loved. She enjoyed her salmon, but 
seemed to be even more enraptured 
by the huge grains of rice in her 
apparently delicious side dish. Even 
though my wife hadn’t been entirely 
able to finish off her main course, she 
was excited enough about dessert that 
we decided to take a look at what they 
had. My wife instantly gravitated 
towards the chocolate mousse ($5.75), 
while I picked the passion fruit cheese- 
cake ($5.75), which was a violent 
shade of yellow/orange, and was brim- 
ming with passion fruit flavour, It was 
both intensely sweet and intensely 
sour, with a deliciously perfumed taste. 
After what had been an amazing appe- 
tizer and an outstanding entrée, the 
cheesecake was the exclamation point 
at the end of the evening. At nearly 
$81 including tax, our meal wasn’t 
cheap, but the quality of the food, the 
level of service and the classy-but- 
comfortable ambiance made it an 
exceptional value. Average Price: 
SSS (Reviewed 6/9/05) 


OLIVETO TRATTORIA 

500 Riverbend Square * 435-6411 
Oliveto Trattoria’s interior is tasteful, if 
a tad on the basic side, and the lack of 
natural light made it feel a bit gloomy. 
Thankfully, the people dining in the 
space helped to liven it up, adding 
texture to the otherwise straightfor- 
ward layout and décor. For starters, by 
wife picked a small Caesar Salad 
($4.50), while | thought I’d sample a 
bowl of their Minestrone with Pesto 
($5). For our main dishes, my wife 
selected the Spaghetti Puttanesca 
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hetti with anchovies, garlic, 
e wine, olives and tomato 
ile | opted for a tasty-sound- 
ine Arrabbiate ($13), a concoc- 
penne with Italian sausage and 
tomato sauce. Having quickly 
our way through the small appe- 
= waited patiently for the rest 
| to arrive. When it eventual- 
show up, the presentation was a 
_ bit anticlimactic. The Spaghetti Put- 
tanesca looked pretty basic (though 
my wife assured me that it tasted very, 
_ very good) while my Penne Arrabbiate 
looked like it had just been plunked 
down with a scoop on the plain, cafe- 
teria-style plate that it was served on. 
: Thankfully, my initial doubts were mis- 
placed, and it turned out to be delight- 
fully flavourful, with an abundance of 
garlic and just the right quantity of 
sausage. Plus, the pasta was absolutely 
perfect. It had just enough bite while 
still being tender and supple. And who 
doesn’t love the perfect mix of tough 
and tender? Hey? Am | wrong, ladies? 
' For dessert, my wife settled on a 
chocolate hazelnut gelato ($5.95), 
while | selected the New York cheese- 
_ cake ($5.95) and a couple of lattes 
($3.40 each). The wedge of cheese- 
cake was rich and moist, and the 
chocolate and raspberry sauces driz- 
zled on top made it even better. My 
wife graciously let me sample a small 
spoonful of her gelato, which was just 
as chocolatey as our server had 
promised. By the time we left, we 
could barely move. We were both 
impressed by the quality of our main 
courses, even though the presentation 
could have been a bit more creative. 
it’s nice to know that you can still find 
a decent non-fast-food-franchise meal 
out in the far reaches of suburbia. The 
houses may be generic, but at least 
some of the food is unique. Average 
Price: $$$ (Reviewed 5/26/05) 


SYPHAY 

6010-104 St + 438-8338 

The inside of Syphay is cozy, obviously 
well-cared-for, and simple and honest 


in that family-owned-and-operated 
sort of way. It has the look of a restau- 
rant that’s a labour of love for the 
oOwner—it's not fancy, but it’s nice. | 
had arrived with a bit of a hankering 
for peanut sauce, so we ordered a 
couple of plates of satay-style kebobs: 
one plate of chicken and one plate of 
beef, both of which had five skewers 
of meat and cost a very affordable 
$6.95. To add a bit of variety, | 
thought I'd try Syphay’s version of Pad 
Thai ($7.95), a combination of stir- 
fried rice noodles, bean sprouts, green 
onions, chicken and shredded carrots, 
tossed together with peanuts and a 
dark, slick sauce. To complete the 
meal, we picked a side of coconut rice 
($2.75), which | tend to like, especially 
with Thai food. Obvious thought and 
effort had been put into the presenta- 
tion of the food, making it look far 
more impressive and expensive than 
the price suggested. As soon as the 
main plates arrived, we realized that 
we'd ordered too much. The Pad Thai 
was particularly gigantic, and looked 
fabulous under the scattered crushed 
peanuts, the thick slice of orange and 
the fresh sprigs of cilantro. It was 
delightfully flavourful, with perfectly 
cooked noodles and a sauce that 
wowed us both (just sweet enough, 
but still with plenty of tang). The 
kebobs were also delicious, though it 
was the peanut satay sauce that really 
stole the show. It was thick and slight- 
ly sweet, with that wonderfully com- 
plex tart and peanutty taste that goes 
so well with grilled meat on a stick. 
Since we wound up sampling a wide 
range of things, including a dessert 
and an appetizer, we managed to ring 
up a bill of around $50 including tax, 
though if we’d cut back and only 
ordered a can of pop and one dish 
each, we could have easily walked 
away with a decent supper for two for 
around $25. That's quite the value, 
considering the assortment of interest- 
ing flavours and the happy, attentive 
staff. | know I'll be back. Average 
Price: $$-$$$ (Reviewed 6/16/05) 
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Hands A 


South Africa - one 


September 17, 2005 


Come and join... 


Hands Across Africa as we launch our fund-raising campaign with 
a night of African music, African food and a fabulous silent auction. 


Performers 
John James Faj — Sudanese Acoustic Soul 
lsokan Afrika — High Energy African Percussion 
African dance — music by DJ IvanSonic 
Doors: 6:30 pm concert at 7:30 pm 
Tickets: $15 per person (food will be available for purchase at the event) 
Sacred Heart School, 9625 - 108A Ave, Edmonton 


Visit our web-site for details on the 3 projects in Africa that we are supporting. 


www.handsacrossafrica.org 
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Loudon Wainwright 
lll breaks out the 
heavy artillery on 
Here Come the 
Choppers! 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


my singer who wants to be taken 
seriously as an artist nowadays is 
Baturally expected to write their 
own material and express a “person- 
al” viewpoint on the world. (Hired 
Songwriting teams are for teen pop 
Stars and American Idol finalists.) But 
few songwriters have ever accumu- 
lated a body of songs that are as can- 
did and as truly personal as Loudon 
Wainwright Ill. Almost every song 
on his latest CD, Here Come the Chop- 
pers! could only have been written 
by him—they deal with specific fam- 
ily relationships, specific places he 
actually visited, specific people he’s 
actually met. 

“I suppose ‘God’s Country’ is the 
Closest thing on the disc to a ‘gener- 
ic’ song,” Wainwright says over the 
phone from Los Angeles. “But you're 
right: I do write very autobiographi- 
cally about myself and my family, 
and whenever I describe a scene or a 
Setting, the details are very specific 
as well. I mean, a song like ‘No Sure 
Way’ is really just a long description 
of a subway ride. I suppose my style 
of writing could be called journalis- 
tic, and since my father [longtime 
Life magazine editor Loudon Wain- 
wright II] was a journalist, I guess 
that shouldn’t be too surprising.” 

The inheritances, both welcome 
and unwelcome, which we receive 
from our parents and grandpar- 


Loudon calling 


ents—a tendency towards violence, 
a tendency to drink, or even just a 
simple tendency towards emotional 
aloofness—have always been some 
of Wainwright's favourite themes. 
His repertoire is filled with songs 
about his rocky relationship with 
his children, from the rollicking, 
playful “You Never Phone” to “Hit- 
ting You,” a song so stunningly self- 
confessional one almost can’t 
believe he had the courage to 
record it. Of course, now that those 
kids have grown up to become cele- 
brated singer/songwriters Rufus and 
Martha Wainwright, Wainwright 
has been getting a taste of his own 
medicine: Rufus’s “Dinner at Eight” 
is an account of a bitter father/son 


eliaasnewra 


argument during a night out at a 
New York restaurant, while almost 
every article about Martha's recent 
self-titled disc mentioned that her 
song “Bloody Mother Fucking Ass- 
hole” was supposedly inspired by 
her father. 

“1 don’t know how healthy it 
is,” Wainwright says when asked 
whether there’s anything therapeu- 
tic about getting all these emotions 
out in the open. “You could make 
the argument that it’s actually non- 
therapeutic. But I've always written 
about the people in my life—sib- 
lings, children, parents, grandpar- 
ents—so it doesn’t surprise me that 
Rufus and Martha are also writing 
about the same subjects. It actually 
surprises me that more people don’t 
write about their families; after all, 
these are the giants of your exis- 
tence, the big characters in your 
personal drama, I don’t know how 


therapeutic it is, but the bottom 
line for me is that Rufus and 
Martha are both good songwriters, 
and at the end of the day, that’s 
what you're going for.” 


AND HERE COME THE CHOPPERS!, 
recorded in four short days with 
folk/jazz stars like Bill Frisell and 
David Piltch pitching in, contains 
some of the best songs of Wain- 
wright's career—especially the title 
track, a comical, apocalyptic vision 
of Los Angeles’s Miracle Mile being 
destroyed by an invading army of 
helicopters. Wainwright moved to 
L.A. about three years ago—coinci- 
dentally, around the same time that 
his acting career began to take off. 
He was a regular on Judd Apatow’s 
short-lived TV series Undeclared, 
and has also had small but memo- 
rable roles in 28 Days, The Aviator 
and Big Fish. Next month, he can 
be seen playing Orlando Bloom's 
uncle Dale in Cameron Crowe's 
new film, Elizabethtown. 

“There's a lot of helicopter activi- 
ty there in L.A.,” Wainwright says. 
“Every night they fly over. And they 
have a kind of martial feel; it’s like 
something out of Apocalypse Now. 
And at the same time, we were get- 
ting ready to go into Iraq, so | just 
kind of went with that idea of ‘What 
would happen if someone came 
along and bombed the hell out of 
us?’... We've got earthquakes here, 
mudslides, fires, there was a huge 
power outage here just the other 
day. I don’t know—maybe L.A. 
deserves to be destroyed.” He chuck- 
les. “We're on the edge here, and 
that’s why I love it!” @ 


LOUDON WAINWRIGHT lll 
The Arden (St. Albert) * Thu, Sept 22 


m 
#0 POWERPLANT 


restaurant & bar 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH 
BUD TRUE MUSIC SERIES: 
RETROGRADE & SUPERSEED 


WITH GUESTS MURDER CITY SPARROWS 
Doors 8:00pm, Show 9:00pm, No Minors 
Tickets $7 at the door 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH 


BUD TRUE MUSIC SERIES: 


Tickets $7 at the door 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1ST 


CURRENT SWELL, JON & ROY, 
AND THE B-ARTHURS 


Doors 8:00 pm, Show 9:00 pm, No Minors 
Tickets $7 At the Door 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12TH 


U OF A STUDENTS UNION, CJSR, VUE WEEKLY, & WEEKLY 
FLIGHTCASE ENTERTAINMENT PRESENT 
SUB POP RECORDING ARTISTS 


CONSTANTINES w 


WITH OUR MERCURY, & THE MARK BIRTLES PROJECT 
Tickets are $15 in advance and are available at 

Blackbyrd Myoozik, Listen Records, Ticketmaster, HUB, 

SUB, CAB & ETLC Info desks, and the Powerplant 

All Ages/ Licensed, Doors 8:00pm, Show at 9:00pm 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15TH 
TRAVELING HOOTENANNY 
TOUR REVUE!!! 

FEATURING CAROLYN MARK (VICTORIA), 
JENNY WHITELEY, LUTHER WRIGHT, 


HANK AND LILY, AND SHUYLER JANSEN 
Doors 8:00pm, Show 9:00pm, No Minors 

Tickets are $10 in Advance and are available at 

Blackbyrd Myoozik, Listen Records, Powerplant, 

& HUB, SUB, CAB & ETLC Info desks 


048 or visit www.su.ualberta.ca/events 


of Your Students Union for UofA 


umni, and ther quests, All shows are no minors unless otherwise 


VUEWEEKLY 3 SEPTEMBER 15-21, 2005 


See 


HITS INCLUDE 

THIS FLIGHT TONIGHT 
HAIR OF THE BOG 

LOVE HURTS 

PLUS MANY MANY MORE! 


=sept 7 2 


ON EVENING SIT 


QUEENSRYGHE = 


OPERATION MIND CRIME TOUR “= 


REVISITED | 


QUEENSRYGHE PLT RZ HOU 
LATE SO ALL W OF HITS INCLUDING 


TEM OF A DOWN 
NO hm ons en exh TS OPERATION MIMD RIE 
= SEPT 20 © an E IN 117’S ENTIRETY! 


STRUNG OUT === 


= SEPT = SEPT 21 sane, COMEBACK KID, 6 THE REASON are 


VELLOWGARD j: 


= SEPT 23 xo winons ~ wih Monten 6 RUF 


ATMOSPHER 


ae 


COLLECTIVE SOUL 


= SEPT 30 any & KALA 


HEDLEY |: 


OCT ihc 
KING OF THE GAGE i: 


SOG 1 Mee THE FIGHTERS AT RED'S AFTER THE FIGHTS AT THE AGRICOM 


BRET MIGHAELS iris: - 


OF POISON 
OCT 8 mins - wc Gos ER ge = 


BOR 


dA OB OG ag 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 481.6420 _ WWW.REDS.AB.CA 


MUSIC 
notes 


By ROSS MOROZ 


The Uncas ¢ With The Firebrand, 
The Brenda Vaqueros ¢ Sidetrack 
Café ¢ Fri, Sept 16 (8 pm) The 
annals of music history are filled with 
grandiose, self-indulgent live albums, 
some of them good (At Folsom Prison 
by the Johnny Cash, for example, or 
Nirvana’s Unplugged), most of them 
bad (Rush in Rio, Kiss Alive!, pretty well 
any ‘70s double-live album). Local 
country-tinged party band the Uncas 
don’t have a whole lot in common 
with bombastic ‘70s arena-rock icons, 
but they are preparing to release their 
first live album, and are apparently as 
surprised by this development as 
everyone else. 

“On our last album we recorded 
one track live off the floor, and it had 
so much more energy and sounded so 
good we figured we might as well do 
the whole next album that way,” 
explains Uncas multi-instrumentalist 
Futch Uncas. The album, Drop the Ball, 
was produced by local keyboardist 
Doug Organ and recorded at the soon 
to be relocated Sidetrack Café, long 
heralded as one of Edmonton’s pre- 
mier live music venues, a designation 
Uncas believes is well deserved. 

“We've played at [legendary 
Toronto club] the Horseshoe, we've 
played other supposedly great clubs, 
but we still think the Sidetrack sounds 
best,” Uncas affirms. “We figured this 
was a good way to say goodbye to the 
Sidetrack and to some of our older 
stuff, too.” 

The songs on Drop the Ball are 
mostly numbers the Uncas have been 
playing live for quite some time which 
have never been formally recorded, 


TUESDAYS 


and after fielding numerous requests 
from fans for a recording of some of 
their more popular live tunes, the 
Uncas felt it was time to put these 
early songs down on wax for posterity. 
“This album is sort of us cleaning out 
our closet,” he says. “We have all this 
new material and we want to start 
focusing on that, but we wanted to let 
our fans have the chance to have a 
recording of some of these songs 
we've been playing for a long time.” 
With the closet thoroughly 
scrubbed, the Uncas will soon set to 
work on a new full-length album—but 
not before embarking on their second 
Canadian tour of the year. “We did our 
first Canadian tour this spring and we 
had a really great response everywhere 
we went, so much so that we wanted 
to get out on the road again before 
the snow flies,” Uncas enthuses. “I 
think we go over pretty well live.” 


The Sights ¢ With Projektor and 
Greyhound Tragedy * New City « 
Wed, Sept 21 The now-fizzling 
Detroit garage rock scene of the late 
"90s seems to be enjoying a renais- 
sance of sorts in Edmonton as of late; 
last week alone saw Detroit bands the 
Dirtbombs and Electric Six lay down 
blistering sets at New City, and this 
week the downtown club hosts 
Motown retro rockers the Sights, who 
have a few surprising observations 
about their hometown scene. 

“People always ask you about the 
Detroit thing, and really it’s a blessing 
and a curse, because indirectly it did 
help our band a lot, but on the other 
hand | never really considered myself 
a part of the whole Detroit thing 
because we were a little younger than 
all those guys,” explains Sights front- 
man Eddie Baranek. “It was sort of this 
frat-boy, old-boys network sort of 
vibe. We were 17 and these guys were 
all 24 and all went to high school 
together and fucked eachother’s girl- 
friends and all that, and they kind of 
wouldn’t let us in at the beginning. 
And besides that we’ve consciously 
tried to distance ourselves from the 
whole Detroit thing.” 


FREE DANCE LESSONS 


WEDNESDAY 


A'S 


While he may reject many of the 
trappings of the Detroit sound, 
Baranek does admit that his band’s 
‘60s Brit-pop sound (“I think | gravi- 
tated to the whole ‘60s British pop 
thing because | didn’t see much of it 
being done around Detroit—! guess | 
thought | was Jimmy from 
Quadrophenia or something,” he 
laughs) owes its raw minimalism to 
the lo-fi aesthetic of Detroit rockers 
like the Witches and the Hentchmen. 
In Baranek’s mind, the emphasis on 
songwriting over production is the 
most important contribution made 
by the Detroit garage bands. 

“You can dress a good song up as 
a little country ditty or a ‘60s soul rave- 
up—if it’s a good song it will sound 
good whether it’s being sung by Nina 
Simone or the fucking American Idol,” 
he says. “Shitty songs will always 
sound like shit. You can dress shit up 
however you like—1 dunno, put a little 
bowtie on it or whatever—and it will 
still stink.” 

Certainly, though, Baranek must 
enjoy the odd Detroit scene giant— 
how about, say, Iggy and the Stooges? 

“| don’t fucking like Iggy, man; 
Iggy’s a fucking retard,” Baranek says. 
“\'m sorry, but, like, if Iggy didn’t do it, 
someone else would have shoved a 
screwdriver in their stomach. It’s no 
big fucking deal, really. | mean, | have 
the first Stooges record, and it’s an 
alright record, and | like the MCS, but 
it’s not like | drive around Detroit all 
night blaring ‘Search and Destroy’ or 
something.” 


The Glory Chorus ¢ With Hundred 
Acre Wood, Thirty Nights of Vio- 
lence, Langley, Felix and A Por- 
trait of Midnight * McQueen Hall 
° Fri, Sept 16 ° all ages It’s tough to 
pinpoint the exact moment when 
Edmonton’s once-burgeoning emo 
scene officially died (Music Notes’s best 
guess is sometime in 2002, likely in 
autumn), although there’s growing 
evidence that, despite its disappear- 
ance from the E-town music land- 
scape, emo is alive and well in the 
‘burbs. While their big city counter- 


10220-1033 ST ° 423-7707 
WWW. EDMONTONHAVANAGLUB.GOM 
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parts go wild for ironic post-modern 
dance-punk acts, kids in smalltown 
northern Alberta can’t get enough of 
ee in girls’ jeans scream- 
ing about their feelings over chuggin 
guitars and twisting time Stanftie 
And though this small-town fascina- 
tion with the genre has been raging 
for quite some time now, the emer- 
gence of homegrown emo bands like 
Vegreville’s the Glory Chorus is a pretty 
recent phenomenon. 

“It’s fun to go out and see bands, 
especially if you have nothing better to 
do, which is pretty well the case in 
small towns,” shrugs Glory Chorus gui- 
tarist Ryan Veldkamp when asked 
about emo’s somewhat surprising pop- 
ularity in hinterland whistle stops. 
Rounded out by fellow Vegrevillians 
Tim Wilson (drums), Mathew Baron 
(guitar) and Ryan Brodziak (bass), the 
Glory Chorus has been gigging steadi- 
ly in Northeastern Alberta hotspots 
(Lloydminster! Innisfree!) since forming 
last spring out of the ashes of Baron 
and Veldkamp’s previous project, This 
Honest Lie, although this weekend's 
hall show will be the band’s first 
Edmonton appearance. Veldkamp 
acknowledges that emo is tougher sell 
in the City of Champions these days 
than in the past, but he feels his band 
is diverse and original enough to hold 
the attention of cynical city slickers. 

“We're not really that emo,” he 
insists, comparing his band to groups 
like Thrice, Fallout Boy and Underoath. 
“It's not like Dashboard Confessional 
or anything—it’s a little harder and a 
little louder | think. 

“We try to stay away from some of 
the more cliché emo topics,” he con- 
tinues. “There’re certain phrases we try 
not to use, like ‘pen full of poison’ or 
‘arrow through my heart’ or some- 
thing. We don’t go there.” 

Veldkamp also points out his band’s 
willingness to evolve with prevailing 
musical trends, something he feels 
other emo bands ought to consider. 
"We're willing to change as things go 
along,” he explains. “We're starting to 
take some of the things we listen to 
now—like, say, the Killers—and take 
ideas from that and try to mix them in 
with the music we're writing.” 

Of course, one wonders if that 
kind of, ahem, radical new direction 
would go over in grain-elevator coun- 
try. “I think people in small towns are 
really open to change as long as 
they're given something to change 
to,” he says. “You can only listen to 
country so long.” 


Crop Circle * With Super Ego + 
The Starlite Room ° Sat, Sept 17 
Every aspiring rock star dreams of, 
well, rock stardom. But being a “one- 
hit wonder”—that is, an artist who 
enjoys massive, unexpected success on 
the strength of one song to the detri- 
ment of the rest of their catalogue—is 
probably bittersweet, and even then 
likely more so the former than the lat- 
ter. So it was with morbid fascination 
that Music Notes delved into the story 
of Vancouver rockers Crop Circle, a 
band who scored a massive main- 
stream radio hit across their home 
Province with the song “Mexican 
Cockfight” before they had even 
played a single live gig. 

“It kind of threw us into the fire 


Phit Duperron 


Buck 65 © With Ridley Bent * Dinwoodie Lounge * Sat, Sept 9 * reVUE With fall just 
around the corner and classes back in session at the University, the concert season is 
upon Us once again and students with loans burning a hole in their pockets are eager to 
take them in. One of the first was at Dinwoodies last weekend, a wicked lineup featur- 
ing Buck 65 and Ontario’s Ridley Bent. While Bent's performance wasn't nearly as 
inspired as his killer showing at New Music West a couple years back, his blood- and 


dope-soaked hick-hop stories are a 
roared onto the stage with the pow 


s worth checking out. Buck 65, meanwhile, 
and rhythm of a chugging train and held the room 


transfixed. Part circus barker, part poet and all musical genius, Buck 65 is like a young 
Tom Waits with a turntable and a beat box. Now living in Paris with a hot new album on 
shelves, this is one Maritimer whose star is definitely on the rise. —PHi. Dupe 


really quickly—we sort of got caught 
with our pants down,” remembers 
Crop Circle guitarist Brian Garbet. “We 
hadn’t even played a show yet, but a 
friend of ours heard us jamming one 
night and told us he wanted to use 
[the song] in a film he was making so 
we recorded it and released just for the 
hell of it. Then [Vancouver mainstream 
rock radio station] the Fox picked it up 
and it went to number four on their 
charts and is still the most requested 
song on Power 104.7 in Kelowna.” 

While Crop Circle’s status as a one- 
hit wonder is decidedly smallscale, 
scoring a hit on several mainstream 
commercial radio networks having 
never played a live show has to be a 
bit disorienting, and the band has had 
its share of ups and downs, opening 
for ZZ Top and the Swollen Members 
while having to replace overwhelmed 
or demoralized band members, includ- 
ing their original vocalist. 

“The lineup change really threw us 
for a while,” Garbet reveals, “but with 
everything happening kind of fast it 
was tough in a way.” 

Garbet doesn’t bemoan the suc- 
cess of the admittedly irreverent single 
(which features charming lyrics like 
“watch my cock spit into your eye”), 


although he does feel as if the success 
of “Mexican Cockfight” is a bit of a 
double-edged sword. “That song is far 
better known than our band,” Garbet 
admits. “A lot of people who don’t 
know anything about us remember 
that song, and we don’t really sound 
like that anymore, so in a way it’s sort 
of handcuffed us, although that song's 
success really has helped us.” 

This weekend's Victory Lounge 
show marks Crop Circle’s third Edmon- 
ton appearance in as many weeks (the 
band played a poorly attended show 
at the Powerplant last weekend and a 
raucous rave-up at the Urban Lounge a 
week before), and while driving back 
and forth to the coast has been a pain 
for the band, the chance to play in 
cities where “rock” isn’t a four-letter 
word make it worth the trip 

“We have such good shows on the 
prairies—some of our best crowds are 
in Edmonton and Calgary and Win- 
nipeg,” Garbet enthuses. “In Vancou- 
ver, people seem to want to hear 
canned music when the go out to 
clubs, but people still like to rock more 
out where you are, which is cool, 
because | was born in Edmonton, so 
every time | got out there its like a lit- 
tle homecoming.” © 
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onen from 3 pm daily - new Menu - -lunchtime snectals 
moat) Sent 21 
The Sights. 

Projektor 

Greyhound Tragedy 


Peanut Butter Wolf : 
DJ Cool Curt 


Sun Sept 25 
Matthew Barber 
& the Union Dues 


With Paul Bellows 
Wed Sept 28 


Tricky Woo & C'mon 
Starvin Hungry & Bloodshot Bill 


 Trasheteria Fridays 


DJ Squirrelly B & nik rofeelya 

8pm - 10pm ---80s and 90s punk rock 
and cheesy pop trivia with cash prizes. 
no cover b4 10pm 


$1.25 hiballs* from 8 til 109m 


$3 shots of tequila and $2.50 jagers all night tong. 
fest hecd 


waives LIVE DRAG SHOWS! 


val Upcoming Queens: 
“ Sent 16 - Godiva 


Matthew Barber 
Ad the Unica Dees 


Jeray gin, silk 


“min. 1 oz $ - smirnoff vodka, ron cari 


Sept 23 Trasheteria Fridays Presents: 
STINKMITT - no cover before 10 - 5S after 10 


1 - GWEN STEFANI - COOL 


2 - BOW WOW/ OMARIAN - LET ME HOLD YOU 
3 - MARIAH CAREY - SHAKE IT OFF 

4 - BLACK EYED PEAS - MY HUMPS 

5 — MISSY ELLIOTT - LOSE CONTROL 

6 —- AKON - BELLY DANCER 

7 — KANYE WEST/ JAMIE FOXX - GOLD DIGGER 


8 -BLACK EYED PEAS - DON'T LIE 

9 - SEAN PAUL - WE BE BURNIN’ 
10 - 50 CENT/ MOBB DEEP - OUTTA CONTROL 
11 - MOKA ONLY - ONCE AGAIN 
12 - KMC/ BEENIE MAN/ MASSARI - 


BOUNC 


eee RR RR ER RB 
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SOUL ON FIRE 


13 - BEDOUIN SOUNDCLASH - WHEN THE 


NIGHT FEELS MY SONG 


14 - D.H.T. — LISTEN TO YOUR HEART 

15 - BOW WOW/ CIARA - LIKE YOU 

16 - RIHANNA - PON DE REPLAY 

17 - SLY AND THE FAMILY STONE/ MAROON 5S- 


EVERYDAY PEOPLE 


18 - SWEATSHOP UNION - TRY 
19 - DESTINY'S CHILD - CATER 2 U 
20 - JELLESTONE/ NELLY FURTADO - 


FRIENDAMINE 


21 - JAKALOPE/ SWOLLEN MEMBERS - FEEL IT 
22 - THE PUSSYCAT DALLS - DON'T CHA 

23 - K-NANN - STRUGGLIN’ 

24 - DAMIAN “JR GONG” MARLEY - 


WELCOME TO JAMROCK 


25 - RIHANNA - IF IT’S LOVIN’ THAT YOU WANT 
26 - FRANKIE J - MORE THAN WORDS 

27 - GORILLAZ - FEEL GOOD INC. 

28 — STREET FROG - AXEL F. 

29 - LUDACRIS/ BOBBY VALENTINO - 


PIMPIN’ ALL OVER THE WORLD 


30 - FRANKIE J - HOW TO DEAL 
31- SHAWN DESMAN/KARDINALL OFFISHALL - 


RED HAIR REMIX 


32- MARCOS HERNANDEZ - iF YOU WERE MINE 
33- NATASHA BEDINGFIELD - THESE WORDS 
34- DIVINE BROWN - U SHOOK ME 

35- CARL HENRY -1 WISH 

36 - FAT JOE/ NELLY - GET IT POPPIN’ 


| | 
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Fax your free listings 

to 426-2889 or 

e-mail to Glenys at 

listings@vueweekly.com 
ine Is Friday at 3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Derina 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage 


CEILI'S Screech; 9pm 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY 
PUB Open stage hosted by 
Alberta Crude; 6-10pm 


DINWOODIE LOUNGE 
Matthew Barber and the 
Union Dues, Peter ELkas, 
guests; tickets available at 
the door 


DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted 
by Brian Petch 


FESTIVAL PLACE The 
Duhks; 7:30pm; $26 (cabaret 
tables)/$24 (boxes)/$22 
(theatre seats) at Festival 
Place box office, 
TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Don Berner 


GRINDER Thursday jam 
session and open stage 


] AND R BAR AND GRILL 
Open stage with The Poster 
Bays (pop/rock/blues); 
8:30pm-12:30am 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Dirtbombs, The 
James T. Kirks 


SIDETRACK CAFE Choke, 
Ghosts of Modern Man, The 
Feminists; 8pm; $10 (ady) at 
Blackbyrd, Megatunes, 
Listen, Freecloud, Sidetrack; 
$12 (door) 


DUS 


ARMOURY Vintage 
Thursdays: retro rock, dance 
and old school hip hop 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Animation Station; trip hop, 


“drum ‘n’ bass with MC 


Deadly, Gundam, Dale Force 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the 
DDK Soundsystem 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
D} Squiggles, Yohko Oh-no 


DECADANCE Soul Heaven 
with Sweetz, T-Bass, Rezidnt 
Funk 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Thursday Ladies Night: Top 
40, R&B, retro with Urban 
Metropolis 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk 
Rock Bingo with DJ S.W.A.G. 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with D} Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI Urban 
Substance Thursdays: urban 
with Urban Substance Sound 
Crew, Invinceable, Spincycle, 
}-Money, Shortround, Echo; 
no minors 


KAS BAR Urban House: with 
D} Mark Stevens; 9pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB AND 
GRILL Students Night: hip 
hop with D] Odin 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Rub-a-Dub: with 
Jebus and Anarchy Adam 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro to 
New: classic rock, R&B, 
urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


vueweckiy €2> 


oe ee ve i 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


ie ie TiN 


YOUR GUIDE TO LIVE MUSIC IN EDMONTON 


RED STAR Underground Hip 
Hop Night: with D] Mumps, 
D] Dusty Kratez, D] Nato 


THE ROOST Rotating shows: 
Sticky’s open stage and the 
Weakest Link game with D] 
Jazzy second and last 
Thursday; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Funkdafied 
Thursday: funk with D) 
Leanne Fong 


SAVOY Funk and downtem- 
po with Ben Jamin 


STOLLI’S ON WHYTE Top 
40 dance, R&B 


VICTORY LOUNGE NRMLS 
WLCM Thursdays: electro, 
disco-punk, hip hop with D} 
Nik7 and guests; no minors; 
9pm (door); $4 


WUNDERBAR Up and 
Down Thursdays: with DJs 
Loopin’ the 3rd, Big Slice 


LIVE MUSIC 


ALLEGRO George Kovacs 
(piano); 7-10pm 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Three Drops of the Pure 


CASINO EDMONTON Room 
to Dance (country/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Stars Tonight (tribute show) 


CEILI'S The Kick It Bros; 9pm 


CENTRE FOR SPIRITUAL 
AWARENESS Kosmic Kafe: 

Jay Willis, Robyne Walters; 

7pm (door), 8pm (music); | 
$12 (adv)/$15 (door) 


FOUR ROOMS Don Berner 
GRINDER The X-Factor 


JJ.'S PUB Righteous Muthers | 
(rock) 


JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE | 
BAR Alfie Zappacosta (pop); | 
8:30pm; $15 


MEAD HALL Inspected By 
40, Mindrider; 9pm (door), 
10pm (music); $8 (door) 


NEWCASTLE PUB Hidden 
Faces 


POWER PLANT Saul 
Williams, Politic Live, Emcee 
E; no minors; 8pm (door), 
9pm (show); $25 (adv) at 
Blackbyrd, Listen, APIRG 
office, $28 (door) 


RED'S jamie Kennedy (com- 
edy, hip hop); 7pm 


SIDETRACK CAFE The 

Uncas (CD release party), | 
The Firebrands, The Brenda 
Vaqueros; 8pm; $10 (door) 


VICTORY LOUNGE 
Wednesday Night Heros 
Subhumans; 8pm (door); 
$12 (ady) at Blackbyrd, 
Freecloud, Listen, 
Megatunes, Victory 


YARDBIRD SUITE Chery! 
Fisher (CD release); 8pm 
(door), 9pm (show); $8 
(member)/$12 (quest) 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST Marie 
Josie'e Musique la 
Francophone Jazz Trio 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL 
Kilburn Memorial Concert: 
Gilbert Kalish (piano); 8pm; 
$15 (student/senior)/$20 
(adult) 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra Masters: with 
Willlam Eddins (conductor, 
piano), Martin Riseley (vio- 


lin), Shauna Rolston (cello), 
Neil Cockburn (organ); 7pm; 
tickets available at Winspear 
box office 


DJS 


ARMOURY Fishbone Fridays: 
Top 40 downstairs/retro 80 
upstairs 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHT- 
CLUB Top 40 with Latin 
band and D} Papi 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Dance party with D] Alvaro 


CALIENTE Funktion Fridays: 
urban with Dj Invinceable; 
10pm (door); no minors 


DANTE’S BISTRO Dj Johnny 
Sky 


DECADANCE Ladies Night 
sexy house with Smooy, 
guests 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Hypnotig Fridays 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance 
with D] Christian 


HALO Mod Club: ‘60s with 
Dj) Blue Jay, D) Trav VD; $5 


IRON HORSE Urban dance 
party 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Your Weekly AA 
Meeting: with Jebus and 
Adam 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Trasheteria: Punk, classics, 
electro, new with D] Texas 
Chainsaw Mascara and New 
City Crue 


O’BYRNE’S D} Finnegan; 
9pm; no cover 


ONE ON WHYTE Dancing 
with DJ Emmy 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro to 
New: classic rock, R&B, 
urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


THE ROOST Upstairs: Euro 
Blitz: best new European, 
music with D] Outtawak 
Downstairs: D] Jazzy; $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples Dj 
Spinning 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Deep House: 
with Friday resident D) Luke 
Morrison 


SAVOY D) Busy B; no cover 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
Southerly, The Conversation, 
Old Seed, 7pm (early show), 
$8 (door); The Mocking 
Shadows, 9pm, $10 (door) 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE 
AND ROLLER DISCO Top 
40 request, mix of retro and 
disco; 7pm-12am 


STANDARD All New Q107 
Fridays: hosted by Harman B 
and D] Kwake, live to air 


STARLITE ROOM Cherry 
Fridays: alternative dance 
with Dj Jason; no cover; 
9pm; $4 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with D] Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
House/breaks/garage with 
Smoov, Dane, T-Bass, Rezidnt 
Funk, Vinny Vo, Dusty 
Grooves, Sweetz; 1am-8am 


WUNDERBAR Sergio 
Georgini’s Friday Wind 
Down: with D] Calibar 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
house/breaks/garage with 
Anthony Donahue, Nestor 
Delano, Dragon, Ryan Wade, 
Roofio, Bree, Nic-E; lam-8am 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ALLEGRO Terry Jorden 
(piano); 7-10pm 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Three Drops of the Pure 


AVERAGE JOE'S SPORTS 
BAR Dangerous Guise 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Hair of the Dog: The Benefits 
of Doubt; 4-6pm; no cover 


BLIND PIG The 
Shufflehound (blues/roots); 
9:30pm-1:30am; no cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Paul 
Lepage 

BONNIE DOON 
COMMUNITY HALL Carrie 
Hryniw (CD release concert), 
Cam Neufeld Connection 
and Brian Gregg; 7pm 
(door), 8pm (music); $12 
(adv) at Myhre's, Blackbyrd; 
$15 (door) 


CASINO EDMONTON Room 
to Dance (country/rock), 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Stars Tonight (tribute show) 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) 
The Shufflehound with 
"Uptown" Freddy Brown 
(blues/roots); 4-7pm 


FIRST CITY Andrew Glover 
FOUR ROOMS Don Berner 
GRINDER The X-Factor 


J.J." PUB Righteous Muthers 
(rock) 


JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE 
BAR Alfie Zappacosta (pop); 
8:30pm; $15 

NEWCASTLE PUB Hidden 
Faces 


POWER PLANT Bud True 
Music Series: RETROGRADE, 
SUPERSEED, Murder City 
Sparrows; 8pm (door), 9pm 
(show); no minors; $7 (door) 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA 
COMMUNITY HALL 
Northern Lights Folk Club: 
Karla Anderson, Nathan 
Rogers; $18 at TIX on the 
Square, Acoustic Music, 
Myhre's Music; half price 
(child 6-12, door), free (child 
under 6) 


RED'S Nazareth, China 
White; no minors; 7pm 


RENDEZVOUS Necronaut, 
The Order of Chaos, Eternal 
Purgatory 


SECOND CUP UJASPER 
AVE, 118TH STREET) Erroll 
Zastre and Second World 
(jazz); 8-10pm 


SIDETRACK CAFE The 
Grassroot Deviation, 
Funktion; 8pm; $10 (door) 


STARLITE ROOM Crop 
Circle, Superego; no minors 
event; 8pm (door) 


YARDBIRD SUITE Satoko 
Fujii Four; 8pm (door), 9pm 
(show); $14 (member)/$18 
(guest) 


CLASSICAL 
ed 


CONVOCATION HALL 
Piano Masterclass: Gilbert 
Kalish; 10am; free 


CONVOCATION HALL The 
Ultimate Collaboration: Ellen 
Mcllwaine (slide guitar), 
Cassius Khan (tabla); 
7:30pm; $18 (student)/$20 
(adv) at TIX on the Square; 
$23 (door) 


STANLEY MILNER 
LIBRARY THEATRE Ranajit 
Sengupta (sarod); 7:30pm; 


$18/$14 
(member/student/senior) at 
TIX on the Square, 
Merchantix.com, door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra Masters: William 
Eddins (conductor, piano), 
Martin Riseley (violin), 
Shauna Rolston (cello), Neil 
Cockburn (organ); 8pm; tick- 
ets available at Winspear box 


office 
DJS 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHT- 
CLUB Top 40 with Latin 
band and D} Papi 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE D} 
Escapade Entertainment 


BOMB SHELTER North of 
Nowhere Expo: Lovenasium 
funk, hip-hop with Slow 
Nerve Action, E-Fam Prairie 
Champs Showcase featuring 
Pascal (R&B), Contraband, 
Dirt Gritty (rap), Monikah, 
Muddy Boots (R&B/rap), 
True C, Quietly (R&B), D) 
FADAL (D]/mixing), Politic 
Live (rap) 


BOOTS Flashback Saturdays; 
retro dance, house with 
Derrick 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Theme parties, leather/fetish 
dungeon with Dj} 
Arrowchaser 


DANTE’S BISTRO D) Johnny 
Sky 


DECADANCE Static: house 
with LP and Tomek 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Saturday Night House Party: 
with Urban Metropolis fea- 
turing Harman B and Dj 
Kwake 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance 
with D] Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI Supreme 
Saturdays: urban with 
Invinceable, Big Sun, DJ 
Game; 9pm (door); no 
minors 


HALO Those Who Know: 
house with D] |r. Brown, 
Winston Roberts, Remo; no 
cover 


IRON HORSE Urban dance 
party 
NEW CITY LIKWID 


LOUNGE Ass Shakin’ Funk: 
with Coo! Curt and guests 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Punk/alt/pop/dance with 
Blue Jay and Nikrofeelya 


O’'BYRNE’S Dj Finnegan; 
9pm; no cover 


ONE ON WHYTE Dancing 
with DJ Emmy 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro to 
New: classic rock, R&B, 
urban and dance with D] 
Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Indie rock, hip 
hop, rock, Brit pop with S 
Master F 


THE ROOST Upstairs: 
Monthly theme parties, new 
music with DJ jazzy : 
Downstalrs: Retro music 
with Dj Dan and Mike; $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Rum Jungle 
legendary Saturdays: hip 
hop, old school and R&B 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Unique house 
beats with Saturday resident 
Dj Tripswitch 

SECRETS Dj Saturday with 
Dj Naughty 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE 
AND ROLLER DISCO Top 
40 request, mix of retro and 
disco; 7pm-12am 
STANDARD Live to Air 96X 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with DJ Tysin 


SEPTEMBER 15-21, 2005 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
sees and Mz Vanity - i 
Eddy Toonflash : 


HALL Little Flower open 


stage hosted by Brian G H 
ra by Brian Gregg; 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB with Elite R 
WAhleF Love UAE DPAVArS WH A MernSISGuId OB Crone 
FILTHY MCNASTY’S Metal Nine, Southside Sound 


1 fi aa = 
DECAD, . Mondays: with DJ SWAG. FILTHY McNASTY’S URB AN @ - N 
Big Daddy, DTDR aioe” | NEW CITY LiKWID Twisted Trivia with D) whit- URE 4+} —y 
TOamclote OUNCE DjDusty Grooves | FOS WWW_.URBANLOUNGE.NET : 
FI u 2 Bingo - i 
co Cre SOUTHSIDES BEST LIVE VEN 
ONE ON WHYTE Vi 4 ireciann Te music Fistinyourface house/progressive foveal 
Sundays: with top SRO SIDETRACK CAFE Open pA ri SR Re 111 -| Dos bd 
| Stage Mondays with host Dominion with Dj Scott and | BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Re dea Service Ben Spencer; 9pm; no cover goth-metal quests Glitter Gulch: with Dj Buster CHECK DUT URBANLOWNGE.NET FOR INFORMATION & VIP TREATMENT 
ndusury STOLLI's ON WHYTE THE ROOST Flamingo Friendly; no cover , EH 
Savoy Mondo Electreau: Manic Monday: old skool iia: with Dj Janny; 8-mid- BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB THURSDA Z 
if j garage with Dj Dan RBB. Fe hop with Harman B war ol (member)/$4 (non- cae saelle we Mieaess ; \ 4 
lectreal ontiash, 1a 
STOLLI'S ON WHYTE WUNDERBAR SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT Fellow, Ashley Love, Yohko 
House Arrest Sundays: with Torklesons Amide Rock and | AND LOUNGE Tapa Epona 
Johnny Dangerous, ‘Andy Roll with Herman Tuesday: popular house beats ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Inertia Menderchuck with DJ Kevin Wong Wild on Wednesday WITH SLIVER } 


feemaaen 
lelp Sundays: punk rock, hi 
hop with D} Slipped Die 


URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and 
the City; 9pm; Salsa dance 
lessons 8pm; $5 (door) 


M.'s PUB Subculture Night: 
Psychobilly, rockabilly, punk 


FRIDAY-SATURDAY 


PTEMB 


10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 
BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne 


Ave, 474-5554 
ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 


Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 
488-4841 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
10081 Jasper Ave, down- 


TAPROOM SOUTH 
Whitemud Crossing, 106 
St, 485-1717 


ALLEGRO 10011-109 St, 423-5014 : 
424-6644 t GRINDER 10957-124 st, POWER PLANT © of A cas 

BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 453-1709 ampus, STANLEY MILNER 
ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN 117258 Jasper Ave, QUEEN ALEXANDRA LIBRARY THEATRE 7 Sir 
CATHEDRAL 10035-103 488-6636 GUILTY MARTINI 10338- COMMUNITY HALL Winston Churchill Sq, 496- 
eo CALIENTE 10815 Jasper 81 Ave, 433-7183 10425 University Ave, 420- 7000 
ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Ave, 425-0850 HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 1757/438-6814 STARLITE ROOM 10030- 
Anne St, 459-1542 CASINO (EDMONTON) 423-HALO RED'S WEM Phase Ill, 481- ‘102 St, 428-1099 
ARMOURY 1030-85 Ave, 7055 Argyll Rd, 463-9467 HONEST MUR’S BAR 6420 STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 
= CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) «= {ND GRUL 8937-82 Ave, RED STAR 10534 jasper 201, 10368-82 Ave, 437- 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND 12464-153 St, 463-9467 ee Ave, 428-0825 2293 
GILL 7704-104 St, 432- ENTRE IRON HOR: RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 | STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
— SUnENese ene ig Gateway Blvd, 438-1907 St, 444-1822 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 
AVERAGE JOE'S SPORTS Ave, 469-1909 JJ.'5 PUB 13160-118 Ave, REXALL PLACE 7424-118 SUB STAGE U of A 
BAR 390 Baseline Rd., CONVOCATION HALL U 489-7462 Ave Campus, 492-3101 

Pars, of A Campus, 420-1757 JEFFREY’S CAFE AND RITCHIE UNITED TAPHOUSE 9020 

AZUCAR LATIN NIGHT- !§ BISTRO 17328 WINE BAR 9640-142 St. CHURCH 9624-74 Ave McKenny Ave, St. Albert, 
CLUB 11733-78 St, 479- DANTE'S 451-8890 458-0860 
7400 Sere Reger cl am aneed an ave THE ROOST 10345-104 a 

DECADANCE 10018-105 BAR " St, 426-3150 TICKETMA: 
BACKROOM VODKA 433-6768 8000 
BAR 10324A-82 Ave, St, 990-1792 GENDS PUB 6104-172 ROSEBOWL 10111-117 ee an dane 
upstairs, 436-4418 DINDOODIE Se U SS 412786 pees 10135 feet Cain 
BACKSTAGE TAP AND SO are MEAD HALL 5907-92 st,  ROSSDALEHALL10135- Churchill Sq, 9930-102 
GRILL 12536-137 Ave, DRUID (JASPER AVE) 435-3130 96 Ave, 429- Ave, 420-1757 
457-5483 11606 Jasper Ave, 454- ie cite RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE we Ne eerocoe 2} Ugpeciavel WEM, 466- 10018-105 St 
Continental Inn, 16625 DRUID (SOUTH) 2940 . ek URBAN LOUNGE 8111- 
Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 Calgary Trail, 465-6800 Peery helper SAPPHIRE TALENT, 105 St, 439-3388 

5 AND LOUN' e Ave, 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE = DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 aya. 413-4578 ODA ITIO.A aoe VICTORY LOUNGE 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 
438-0373 


WUEWEEKLY 


25 eat 


AND ROLLER DISCO 
13710-104 St, 472-6336 


STANDARD 6107-104 St, 


10030-102 St (downstairs), 
428-1099 


See E 
with Dj Kustom ER 16 & 47 
WUNDERBAR A Whole Lot VICTORY LOUNGE The LEGENDS PUB Hi — _ 
fee Ua rockabil- He rag all oy Hop/R&B with D] tonercle asl BSBo ints iy Lt 
a in} 
with D} Cadence Weapon; no NEW CITY LIKWID rs, Sai av a i iN fal 
cover ae) minors; 9pm (door); $2 LOUNGE Glam, punk, indie 
BLIND PIG Carmen's Sunday LIVE MUSIC = wonversar tuesday eee i 
live Night Shakedown: Featuri RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: 
a 9 eaturin| i ‘ 
Hug Patrol 3 funk, disco, soul with junior WEDNESDA' SEPTEMBER 21 | 
Ce dh BLIND PIG Open stage with | pe = 
la mar THE ROOST Amateur Strip: 
CARGO AND JAMES TEA | Weena Luv, Sticky Vieky wit 
Dpenistagewith DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) ay SHAY Wickyieoth 
iebropena -fonm | LIVE MUSIG | gpensaset chs tenia 
ind gue: yore: ee E e = 
Stage wh Wile ames and LEGENDS PUB Open jam Aeenore cuceon me. |! THURSDAY SEPTEM 
Crawdad; 3pm HONEST MUR's BAR AND =| NOsted by Cary Thomas Newz One, Josh Martinez, B hle; 
13 in Vegas Festival; GRILL pee stage/jam every | O'BYRNE'S Celtic night with | | JE AM USIC Sleep, D] Weez-El; 8pm; $12 ushleague 
; all ages; $5 (adv)/$7 Monday hosted by the Retro Shannon Johnson and | | (adv) at Blackbyrd, 
of) Rockets Band; 8pm-midnight friends; 9:30pm ee | SOT aC eine | 
ji ‘| idetrack; jay of | 
UNITED CHURCH L.B.'S PUB House band; RED'S Queens Ryche, | 
VO aeknion Devs 9:30pm-1am; no cover Operation Mind cane no See ena Joe STANDARD Wednesday F a . —— 
spm — Tne Used, Alen acom yee (blues); 7:30pm; $25 at the Ree wtrel z 3 - 
e Used, Alexisonfire, REXALL PLACE System of a Arden Theatre box office, | FR “SAT U PT E 
ROSEBOWL Jam with the Underoath, Head Down, Mars Volta, Hellas TicketMaster STARLITE ROOM Lushious IDAY: RDAY SE MBER 23 & 24 
Swampflowers; 10pm Automatica, No Warning; all 7:30pm. Wednesdays: retro alternative 
ages event, licensed area; ‘ ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL | dance with Dj Jason; no 
SIDETRACK CAFE Under 7pm (door); $40 (adv) at aE cae eae | Openimic; 8pm minors; 9pm (door); $4 } 
+ 7 , 1a 
Dudeman, 1OOW Bulb 9pm; | vecatt Wakefield; 8pm; $8 door) | LOUNGE The Sights, trleereteabaclAs Te 
$6 " 4 of REXALL PLACE Robert Plant z Proiek le Sights, | Velvet: urban electronica FPPTEIN Mo Gabe nee. 
and the Strange Sensation, SUB STAGE Singer _ rojektor, Greyhound with Derelict and Soulus =, 
The Trews; 7:30pm % SanUATLetsees Crag Tages VICTORY LOUNGE Pani 
." ardiff; noon; " ‘ ate 
CLASSI CAL SIDETRACK CAFE Open A eg O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters Wednesdays: 21st Century 
SS stage Mondays, pegers BOUNGE He and and friends; 9:30pm Electro Disco Rock Mashup 
ALL SAINTS' ie ; Ipm; Salsa dance PLEASANTVIEW HALL with DJ David Stone; no 
CATHEDRAL Sundays at 3 OSes ae srenees lessons 8pm; $5 (door) | Northern Bluegrass Circle minors; 9pm (door); $4 - “ 
Organ Concert Series: By | Music Society bluegrass jam; WUNDERBAR Psycho Nite: ‘. ; 
jonathan Oldengarm; 3pm; TAPHOUSE Monday Live: DJS 7:30pm with Djs Selzites,Jény } ! ’ = 
$20 at TIX on the Square with Big Tickle; 8:30- RED'S Strung Out, Bane Bologna, Take it to the Hil SACOG LESSONS START. AT BPM. EVERY TUESDAY! 
URES | eee Sopa | suecemenes | sive uarTins Met auertn 
iva: wil ean | a J meee aie Se — 
Dus BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB A Ce ACC aa areca 
ket: Red! 
BACKSTAGE ee, - — a Malebox, DJ Arrowchaser | Megatunes Blsckeyrd, FS | 
Atomic improve, Jameoki DJ Pennytentiary CALIENTE Bashment | (WEM), Listen, Freecloud | 
and DJ Tim Tuesdays: Reggae open mic | ROSSDALE COMMUNITY | 


Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 WEM, 489-1330 stairs, 413-4578 WINSPEAR CENTRE 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624- _ FESTIVAL PLACE 100 SAGRICOM «Seen UO? ze sale, #51500 
76 Ave, 989-2861 Sy Na 7424-118 Ave Jasper Ave, 451-2764 ge 8120-101 aon = yen 
Tees EEE 1014S. : O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, SECRETS 10345-106 St, Ne as 7-7e9ao 
104 St, downstairs FILTHY McNASTY’S 114-6766 poner: ¥ AFTERHOURS 10028 eet mae 
10511-82 Ave, 432-5224 ae oes - vos. 102 
Sees St 452-3 Vat ONES IO0 Shs gz foe 437 Ae? 112 St, 421-1326 ZENARI'S ON sr 10180- 
452-3014 428- 101 St, 423- 
OVERTIME BOILER AND = spoRTSWORLD INLINE 
BOOTS 10242-106 st, FOUR ROOMS Edmonton 


MBER 15-21, 2005 


CONCERTS” 
CANAGA 


sehen 


oD oone eonay 


with spectat Guests FABER 


OCTOBER 1 
RED’S ENTERTAINMENT 
COMPLEX 


LICENSED/ALL AGES SHOW 
DOORS 8PM 
TICKETS ALSO AT RED’S 


‘ Wk 7] f it = if 1 TOmR i “ 


ee N@VAKS 
% OCTOBER 23 - STARLITE ROOM 


matthewgood oy / 
drnesty cat & 


OCTOBER 29 & 30 
STARLITE ROOM __. 


DOORS 8:00PM, SHOW 9:30PM = BEAR 


nT | (2s p. 
PURCHASE TICKETS GONGROG aT hob.ca oR ticketmastefica 451-8000 


ion poe tene 
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ay should've sent a poet... 


Oh w vait, they totally 
af “with Saul 
Nilliams, it’s hard to 
ell where rap ends 
and poetry begins 


y DAVID BERRY 


nether it’s from burned-out 
WOR high-school English teachers 
/ attempting to turn apathetic 
youth onto the wonders of dead 
English poets, or high-browed acade- 
mics trying to justify why they pre- 
er Wordsworth the rapper to 
‘Wordsworth the poet, rap has been 
' called modern poetry more than 
once, and it doesn’t take an English 
major to see the parallels. But still, 
despite all this talk, it'll likely be a 
while before they start teaching 
Chuck D in Intro Poetry classes. 
And then you have Saul 
Williams, the crisp-voiced New York- 
er who has become the walking defi- 
nition of a street poet. Rising to 
fame with the 1998 movie Slam, 
which featured his own “slam” poet- 
ry prominently, before moving 
towards music, Williams is quite 
possibly the only rap artist who ever 
merits serious consideration as a 


e | 
gift card 


poet, mostly because he started as 
one. Except that, well, he didn’t real- 
ly start as one. 

“I started off as a rapper; I started 
thyming when I heard the song ‘It’s 
Yours’ by T-La Rock in 1981. That 
was that,” he explains in his poet's 
cadence, emphasizing each syllable 
clearly. “As far as what turns some- 
one into a poet, well, at the time, 
when I was writing rhymes as a 
child, I really fought for the idea of 


tap being poetry—I would not dis- 
tinguish the two.-It was only after 
years of misogynistic head-nodding 
and all this shit that I was like, 
‘Okay, we're going to have to distin- 
guish between rap and poetry.’” 

What's more, Williams never 
teally saw himself veering off the rap 
track to begin with—he simply 
found that, as he added more per- 
sonal flavour to what he was talking 
about, people started to look at him 
in a different way. 

“At the time, I was writing to the 
fill the gap between what I wanted to 
hear and what I heard, but my writ- 
ing also reflected what I was reading 
at the time, what I was going 
through as a 23-year-old, just so 
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much going on in my life, that my 
writing reflected all of that,” he says. 
“Tt wasn’t so much that I started out 
writing poems, but more so that, 
when I shared it, people responded 
by saying, ‘Those are great poems; 
you're a wonderful poet.’ And it was 
like, ‘Oh, okay. Thank you.’” 


AND EVEN AFTER two albums—the 
experimental Amethyst Rock Star and 
a more subdued but still distinctive 
self-titled second album—the line 
between poet and musician has 
blurred even further. Though more 
people are likely to recognize him 
for his guest spots on Kanye West 
tracks or the political raps on Nin- 
jatune’s Notin our Name EP, 
Williams is also putting the finishing 
touches on a new book of poems, 
Dead Emcee Scrolls, and still regularly 
takes part in poetry readings across 
the country. 

For him, though, it’s not so 
much what you're creating that 
makes you this or that as it is your 
outlook on life—which is why he 
still considers himself a poet. “Well, 
to me, poetry is only in minute ways 
connected to the writing of it; poet- 
ry is more in the living of it,” 
Williams says contemplatively. “I 
think the poet more than anything 
aims to be able to live their life as a 
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poem. It is not in being able to write 
a verse Or mantra or what have you; 
it is more so in being able to main- 
tain the sort of perspective that is 
often deemed poetic, and that trans- 
lates easy into any other field: poet- 
ry serves at the root of creative 
expression, essentially.” 

And, as could be expected, 
Williams draws a lot of his inspira- 
tion from other poets, particularly 
the Romantics, who seem to share 
his sense of the poetic life as the 
route of art. For Williams, it’s a line 
by Keats that has always struck him 

“] see a great deal of truth in the 
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line, ‘Poets are the midwives 


he explains. “Just as 
ing this untamed thin 
untouchable thing, and t 
sometimes being the first to kind of 
grasp it abstractly, the first to kind of 
hold it in their hands, 
hand it back tot 
mother. I can see that 
Unfortunatel 
few other rappers 
see the same. © 
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of his last visits to 
n, Jordan Burns of the 
k rock band Strung 
imself in jail. An appro- 
on to be in, perhaps, for 
band was at the fore- 
ie "90s punk-rock revival, 
sadly lacking in the 
jormally associated with 
the slammer. It was, after 
jail. And West Edmon- 
jail, no less. 
, our sound tech, decided 
ito the dolphin tank,” recalls 
1 stood behind with Chuck 
Mad Caddies—the three of 
d up in mall jail. We were 
from the mall for a year, but it 
a pretty incredible thing.” 
hearing that the dolphins 
been replaced with sea 
-and my suggestion that per- 
challenge awaited him in 
—Burns expressed a certain 
apprehension. “I don’t think 
a challenge I’d go for, man. Dol- 
are kind of cool, but sea lions 
bound to fuck you up.” 

s past 15 years Burns has 


id skin-banger for one of 
enduring punk bands of 
‘memory. Having lasted more 
ver acts of their kind 
hope for, some may 
ig that Strung Out is 
ill touring, but also 
ling records. It’s a feat that 
{ surprise Burns, of course. 
't want to say I’m sur- 
iughs Burns, “but you 
lave been a lot of other 
‘come from a similar 
cl id, and a lot of them have 
| their "peak. We've managed to 
eer a strong fanbase, but we still 
we're on an uphill road.” 


i G BEEN in the business for 
eta decade, Burns has also had the 
ity to watch his genre of 
2 from the inside. While 
es it might seem that 
has taken a critical beat- 
ng, being dismissed as overpro- 
uced, pre-packaged pop, Burns—a 
riendls of Canada’s Simple Plan—sees 
host of what populates today’s con- 
mporary punk scene as, for better 
r for worse, a natural progression. 

] After getting off nine weeks of 
Warped Tour, I've noticed that it 
asn’t a punk rock-type tour at all,” 
ns. “It was a tour that 
ed more like the Hot 
TV-type of crowd. I feel 
out it because obviously, 
s are going to change. 
scene isn’t going to stay 


ee forever. It’s interesting 


& 


to be out there with all the new, 
popular bands, because you find 
that there are a lot of kids out there 
who are very unaware of our band. 
Some might say that we're veterans, 
but with the changes we also find 
there are many more thousands of 
kids that we can reach and bring our 
music too.” 

It hasn’t always been clear sailing 
for this group of California musi- 


e|PUNK 


cians, though. Throughout the span 
of their career they have been forced 
to change bass players, and keeping 
a solid group dynamic can be an 
ongoing challenge. 

“Why lie? There are definitely 


ettee 


Ieee 


hard times,” says Burns. “It’s up and 
down, and you have to basically just 
sail through it and deal with differ- 
ent personalities. We can get on 
each other's nerves, but you get 
through it and go on and make 
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things happen. Just when you start 
to think you're over this you have to 
go back to your thought process and 
think how fortunate you are to be 
doing this. It’s easy to think that 


your situation sucks, but if you're 


doing this for a living, you've got it 
pretty good.” © 
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ith a new big-label 
in the works, 
act Nathan is 
prating by 
vapping spouses 


, TYSON KABAN 


s challenging as a writer to 
ibe music in print. Adjectives 
haunting” or “gorgeous,” 
all, can mean 
ng to any- 
nd shoving a 
into a genre 
ntry can be just as gener- 
t even off-putting to some. 
And when asked to describe her 
ic in her own words, Nathan’s 
a Keri Latimer can’t come 
‘ith much, either. But as she 
ins, like their nondescript 
liker, once heard, the band’s 
and unconventional interpre- 
in of traditional instruments can 
in anything to anyone. 
“Sometimes | liken our songwrit- 
style, instrumentation and, ulti- 
itely, our sound to quilting—it’s 
putting all these different pieces 
ether and coming up with some- 
eccentric and beautiful,” says 
timer from her home in Win- 
peg. “Shelley [Marshall, Nathan’s 
ther mistress] and I started out 
gether as this nerdy little duo. For 
ur first shows, we played accordion 
hd electric guitar and she put her 
andolin through effects pedals. 
‘re not confined to a certain 
und, and I think that’s what 
iKes Our songs what they are.” 
Two dudes fill out the rest of the 
some, with Daniel Roy hitting 
drums and Latimer’s hubby play- 
bass. But because of his job 
a teacher, Devin Latimer has been 
laced on Nathan’s latest tour with 
ne creative casting. 
“My husband usually plays bass 
Tus, but he’s got to go teaching 


omin’ up Nathan! 


again because—wow—it’s September 
already. So Shelley's husband’s actu- 
ally taking his place as our bass play- 
er. We're swapping husbands! I don’t 
know if he’ll have to perform all of 
the duties of my husband,” she gig- 
gles. “No,” she eventually decides. 
“Just the bass duties.” 

Since the guys have band’s basic 
instrumental requirements covered, 
Latimer and Marshall have the 
opportunity to experiment with their 
own favourite instruments. Marshall 
takes on the accordion, banjo, and 
mandolin, while 
Latimer strums the 
guitar and works 
her magic on her 
instrument du jour, the theremin. 

The theremin, as she explains, 
doesn’t require any physical contact 
to produce music. It looks like a big 
wooden TV with coat hangers stick- 
ing out, and makes its eerie B-movie 
noises with just the movement of 
her hands over the metal antennae. 
She’s become quite obsessed with it 
lately, but she says it’s just another 
audible scrap that contributes to 
Nathan’s diverse sound. 


“'M GETTING A LOT BETTER at the 
theremin; I can hold a tune now, 
instead of just making horrible nois- 
es, It’s such a weird instrument,” she 
says. "But whether it’s with the 
theremin or whatever instrument we 
discover, we like to experiment with 
different sounds. We don’t like 
wanky guitar solos, so we don’t want 
to get too good at anything, be it 
guitar or banjo, lest we start wank- 
ing, too. We just like the sounds of a 
lot of different things and dare to try 
them without being scared.” 

But Nathan is no amateur act. 
Even though Latimer’s a bit self-dep- 
recating when describing her musi- 
cianship, the band’s unique prairie 
sound has earned them a contract 
from Sarah McLachlan’s Nettwerk 
Records, which released Nathan's 
sophomore CD, Jimson Weed, last 
year. Nathan's benefitting from the 


label’s constant promotion, and 
although the band’s now under the 
hand of a major label, Latimer’s 
quite pleased with the amount of 
creative control the intimidating 
deal has afforded her. 

“There's actually a lot of freedom 
that can come from something bind- 
ing like a contract,” she says. “We're 
going to work on our new album this 
winter so now, in the fall, is when I 
usually gear into songwriting mode. I 
basically lose the ability to organize 
my life, so it’s good to have someone 


else take care of business things. 


Especially now, when I’m in this 
hibernation in my head and | can’t 
hold proper conversations with peo- 
ple or else they'll think I’m weird. 
But I guess that’s Much better than 
being annoying, right? I'd rather be 
weird than annoying.” © 
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By STEVEN SANDOR 


THIS WEEK: Shane Lamotte dis- 
cusses Silverchair’s Frogstomp 


You have to give Living Illusion credit: the 
Edmonton band has not only put out an 
independent CD, which they just cele- 
brated at a release party a couple of 
weeks back at the Sidetrack—but they've 
also accompanied it with a DVD featur- 
ing an acoustic song and an interview 
with the band. Pretty ballsy for a group 
that is still establishing itself, wouldn’t 
one think? But Living Illusion doesn’t 
really want to play by any set music 
industry rules; brothers and founding 
members Shane and Jason Lamotte are 
champions of the independent spirit and 
want to show off that an up-and-coming 
band can do more than record a simple 
demo and pray for the best. 

For Shane, the album that most influ- 
enced his musical career is Frogstomp, the 
1995 debut from Australian youth-rock- 
ers Silverchair. As those of us in our 20s 
and beyond will recall, the Aussies in 
question were a genuine rock phenome- 
non simply because the members of the 


band were 14 and 15 when this album 
was released. No member of Silverchair 
was old enough to drive a car when the 
band’s first single, “Tomorrow,” became 
an MTV fave. 

And while many critics at the time 
dissed the kids as simply being Pearl Jam 
wannabes who won a few talent contests 
Down Under, Silverchair had a simple 
formula for success: even at such young 
ages, the band members had a penchant 
for writing simple, hooky rock music. 
And it helped make Frogstomp the first 


Silvetchotr 


album in Australian history to enter the 
domestic chart in the number-one slot. 

And it was those rock melodies 
that made Lamotte a fan—and want to 
be in a band even that much more. 
“They were all so young, the songs 
weren’t difficult or very hard to play,” 
he says. “But the melody lines were so 
catchy and they could write simple, 
catchy hooks, too. And those songs 
just got stuck in your head.” 

Lamotte has been playing guitar 


since Grade 7, about the same tim, 

the Silverchair trio got together. And 

the fact that three guys who were ,, 
young could go on to find fame any 
fortune was not lost on Lamotte “It 
was the first CD that made me thin, 
‘why can’t | do this?’” says Lamotte 

As well, what impressed Lamotte j. 
that, despite the ages of the band me,,, 
bers, Silverchair was able to do som, 
thing with a debut that hardly any bang 
ever does: according to him, the musi 
was mature enough to make him think 
the band had been recording for yea; 
“Wt is rare that a band’s first album is , 
solid that everyone likes it and connect; 
with it,” he says. “But they did it.” 

Unfortunately, the band could neve, 
replicate the success of that debut, ang 
few music fans outside of Australia hay. 
heard their fourth and most recent 
release, Diorama (which, by the way, has 
earned the band the best revic 
they've ever received). At the moment 
Silverchair are still together, but Cha 
man Ben Gillies has taken time to wo, 
on his other band, Tambalane, whic» 
embraces a funky ‘70s groove and hy. 
received good press in Australia. 

As for Lamotte, Living Illusion is th: 
realization of a dream he had when he 
was just 17 and started a band with hi 
friends on Vancouver Island. He wa 
crushed when, upon graduating high 
school, none of his friends wanted to 
on, so he moved to Edmonton, joined u; 
with his brother and started anew. Afte 
all, why let go of a dream when a tri 
Australian kids showed you that if thing 
go your way, it could come true? © 
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Look, people: stop 
asking the Used 
about Kelly 
Osbourne, okay? 
Seriously 


By ROSS MOROZ 


there is no such thing as bad press. 


| t's often said in this business that 
I's: indeed, most relatively 


obscure up-and-coming punk bands 
will gladly exploit any publicity 
angle available to them, no matter 
how disingenuous or gimmicky. But 
for Utah screamo band the Used, 
who have seen their level of buzz 
worthiness increase more because of 
singer Bert McCracken’s romantic 
involvement with pop-punk pseudo 
diva (and Ozzy progeny) Kelly 
Osbourne than anything they them- 
selves have ever put out, bad press is 
apparently worse than no press at all. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17™ 


25 with guests Murder City Sparrows a 


$7 at the door * No Minors * Doors 8:00pm * Show 9:00pm 
$3 bottles of Bud and Bud Lite 
' D 


“Tt still haunts us. It should have 
nothing to do with anything, but it 
still comes up all the time,” says 
Used bassist Jeph Howard, clearly 


agitated by the topic. “For some rea- 
son it still comes up in every inter- 
view and we read it in every article 
about us, but it’s really got nothing 
to do with our band.” 


So the Used don’t want to talk 
about Kelly Osbourne anymore. And 
who can blame them, really: while 
McCracken and Osbourne'’s goings 
on got the Used mentioned on 
primetime a few more times than 
most pop-hardcore bands, the band’s 
relatively short history is full of far 
more credibility-building anecdotes. 
The Used formed in 1997 when gui- 
tarist Quinn Allman, drummer Bran- 
den Steineckert and Howard 
recruited McCracken to front their 
burgeoning basement punk band. 
Their hometown of Orem (near 
Provo, Utah) wasn’t exactly the most 
comfortable place for a band like the 
Used to develop, and the band’s 
members often cite the stifling envi- 
ronment of their home as the source 
of much of the anger and aggression 
in their music. The rigidity of Utah 
is also blamed for causing some of 
the band’s members to have to deal 
with abject poverty and homeless- 
ness, along with substance abuse 
issues, and while the band’s mem- 
bers are all currently reported to be 
clean the Used continue to write 
songs and speak in the press about 
their Behind the Music worthy past. 


HOWARD DOESN’T SHY AWAY 
from talking about his band’s 
demons, although he does take issue 
with the suggestion that such details 
form the basis of the band’s appeal. 
“J hope people don’t care about 
that,” Howard says. “If people like 
our band, they like our band. We 
write music for ourselves, and if 
other people like it, that’s awesome.” 

Paradoxically, however, Howard 
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does feel the more serious tone born 
out of the Used’s tortured past helps 
to set the band aside from the Sim- 
ple Plans and Good Charlottes with 
whom the Used are often associated. 

“I know we're not like those guys, 
and anyone who comes to our show 
will realize we're not that calculated,” 
he argues, professing indifference to 
the current punk revival presently 
sweeping Middle America. “We really 
are just doing what we want,” he 
continues. “I don’t try to dress like 
anyone or anything. I don’t really 
think about how we look or anything 
like that. We are who we are. ” 

When asked to define his band’s 
sound, Howard tends to disagree with 
those who see his band as a rgason- 
ably straightforward screamo act, 
instead arguing that the Used’s sound 
is largely schizophrenic, encompass- 
ing elements of rock, hardcore, punk 
and emo. In Howard's mind, this sup- 
posed diversity is born of the dis- 
parate tastes and personalities of the 
Used’s members, who apparently get 
along less amicably than one would 
assume. “We are four very different 
people, so we clash a lot and fight a 
lot, but it works,” he reveals, admit- 
tedly somewhat tour-weary 

“We don’t get along at all,” he 
continues. “I mean, we're friends, 
sure, but we do fight a lot. We're 
really just a big compromise in this 
band—we've all sort of met in the 
middle.” © 
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THE LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
SMALL SINS 
(BOOMPA) 
eee eee] 
About two minutes into his last song, 
“Is She the One?”—-and after about 40 
minutes of spacey, ethereal pop— 
Thomas D’Arcy, the one-man machine 
behind The Ladies and Gentleman, 
drops in the line “If you hur this girl 
again, | think I'll punch your lights 
out,” in his small, breathy pop voice. 
It’s a small, quiet moment, but it serves 
as a terrific exemplar for most of his 
album, Small Sins, itself more or less a 
very wonderfully small, quiet moment. 
With that one, off-kilter bit of 
threatening, D’Arcy sort of summarizes 
the differences between himself and 
the glut of sincere, spacey pop going 
around these days. Sure, he has all the 
quiet sweetness and heart-tugging of 
your Broken Social Scenes and your 
Postal Services, but there’s just some- 
thing more here, something well- 
rounded, something very human in 
here. He’s not just melancholy and 


self-reflective; he’s got another streak 
to him, something that sort of seems 
to be missing from the glut of second- 
wave earnest-pop coming out these 
days (like, say, oh, Jason Collett). 

It shows up again quite well in 
“Stay,” a pretty little ditty about 
guarded vulnerability. Over soft piano 
keys and low guitar, D’Arcy sings, “You 
can stay if you want to / but you can’t 
sleep in my bed / | hope you stay ...” 
in a way that’s sort of heart-breaking 
without being overly melancholy. It’s 
human without being over-sensitive, 
and it works quite well. 

Add the dreamy but upbeat 
soundscape backing D’Arcy up—he 
ciaimed to want to produce a sound 
that was equally danceable and sleep- 
able, and this is as damn close as 
you're bound to get—ranging from a 
soft bass buzz that sounds like a muted 
tea kettle on “Stay” to the almost-rock 
guitars on “We Won't Last the Winter,” 
and there isn’t really one place D’Arcy 
missteps on the whole album. It’s not 
revolutionary, but even in today’s over- 
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crowded pop environment, you'd be 
hard-pressed to find someone doing it 
better. tx yx x Ye —Daviv Berry 


SATOKO FUJII FOUR 

LIVE IN JAPAN 2004 

(NATSAT) 

aaa eee 
Led by pianist Satoko Fujii’s intense 
experimentation and barely controlled 
cacophony, the Satoko Fujii Four will 
take you to a place where rhythm 
can’t follow, delivering a challenging 
listen for fans of traditional jazz. 

Each of the four tracks on this 
hour-long disc hinge on passionate 
pianowork as Jim Black’s drums strive 
valiantly to keep up. Both “Ninepin” 
and “Looking Out of the Window” 
allow Fujii’s boisterous piano to run 
wild, only to be reined in by a single 
piercing note of her husband's trum- 
pet; Natsuki Tamura’s clarion calls 
bring Fujii’s chaos to order before set- 
ting it free again. “Illusion Suite” runs 
half the disc and is easily the most 
approachable track, moving quickly 
and setting the stage for a delightful 
percussion war between piano and 
drums, each pushing the other to fur- 
ther extremes. Black’s extended, 
rolling solo is simply enchanting, while 
Mark Dresser’s bass is satisfied with 
providing a background texture that 
adds depth to each piece. 

| found myself missing the sponta- 
neous applause that would typically fol- 
low each inspired solo: for some reaosn, 
Live in Japan 2004's audience is eerily 
silent. Nonetheless, this disc is a must 
for anyone interested in the future of 
jazz. Ye oe te He —CuristorpHeR THRALL 
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SARAH MCLACHLAN 
BLOOM 
(NETTWERK) 


=e 
Remixes of popular songs usually end 
up coming off more as awkward 
curiosities than fully realized artistic 
statements. Sarah McLachlan mus | 
have had this in mind when sho | 
recruited an all-star cast of Djs to 
manipulate and twist a selection of 
songs from her catalogue for Bloom 
an album of McLachlan standby: 
remixed by a diverse lineup of knob 
tweakers, including reggae legends S\y | 
and Robbie, world music impresaric 
Talvin Singh and members of the Blac 
Eyed Peas and Run DMC. 

Unlike most remixes, the tracks on 
Bloom are not simple rehashes of 
McLachlan tunes spiced up with a little 
drum and bass; many of the album 
strongest tracks sound nothing like the 
original recordings, and most of the time 
the re-realizations improve upon the 
originals. DMC and will.i.am of the Blac 
Eyed Peas use a sample of McLachlan 
singing “Cat's in the Cradle” to create 
the best Peas song never released, while 
Sly and Robbie add funky touches to 
“Train Wreck,” creating a chilled-out dub 
jam out of a wispy folk tune. Even some 
of the more straightforward remixe 
have an unexpected electroclash sheen 
especially junior Boys’ take on “Fumbling 
Towards Ecstacy,” which sounds more 
like Devin Dazzle-era Felix Da Housecai 
than Fatboy Slim, while Hyper add 
distorted bass line and analogue syrih 
flourishes to Nine Inch Nails-ify “Stupic 

Bloom probably won't achieve the 
crossover success it seems designed « 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 
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tigat ‘s unlikely McLachlan’s tradi- 
snal fanbase will rush out to buy the 
ft Punk back catalogue after hearing 
oom; unlikelier still that Junior Boys’ 

will be inspired to check out Lilith 
jr next time it rolls through town. But 
90m does manage take McLachlan’s 
sic in new and unexpected direc- 
ons, something most far more highly 

red remix albums aren’t able to pull 

—Ross Moroz 


M, SPACE HOLIDAY 
2 PAST PRESENTS THE FUTURE 
‘ ITA) 


jpening as it does with a lip-trembling 
aswering machine message for an old 
fiend leaving town for good before 
elling into the pretty little arrange- 
ent of plucked guitar, backward-sam- 
ed strings and drum machine that is 
orever and a Day,” it doesn’t take 
ing to figure out where Her Space 
sliday (a.k.a. Marc Bianchi) is going 
\ his third full-length release, The 
t Presents the Future. Packed with 
ight, breathy intonations about fail- 
g relationships and other harbingers 
F suburban sadness against a back- 
op of funky beats and lush sound- 
| Stapes, Bianchi lays out the bedroom 
| with a deft hand and an sharp ear. 
But while album starts strong, with 
hooky “Missed Medicine” and hand- 
p shuffle of “Weight of the World,” 
ad closes out well with the doleful “The 
Parade,” the middle tracks suffer 
m their similarity to one another. It’s 
enjoyable disc, sure—but ultimately 
nothing Eels didn’t kick the shit out 
| way back on 1998's brilliantly mopey 


THE GORGE 


yet uplifting Electro-shock Blues. And how 
often do you still pull that one out? 
—Cnris Bouter 


THE CORAL 

THE INVISIBLE INVASION 
(DELTASONIC) 

RE SE 
The Coral hail a small English seaside 
town, but the first couple of tracks on 
The Invisible Invasion don’t sound very 
English—if anything, they sound more 
like a Doors cover band trying their 
hand at some spooky country music. 
Yeah, it’s kind of a weird mish-mash, and 
it’s not particularly successful. It is differ- 
ent, however, with some ghostly slide 
guitar giving the songs a kick in the right 
direction. There are other influences to 
be found here, too. “So Long Ago” has 
a bit of a Beatles feel to it, and “The 
Operator” is back to the Doors, but this 
time with a surf music bent to it. 

While there are some good bits 
throughout the disc (the cool guitar riff 
on “Come Home” and the mellow pro- 
gression of “Late Afternoon”), the lyrics 
tend to drag the whole thing into a cryp- 
tic mess. They try for hip poetry, but the 
results seem decidedly amateurish, as in 
“Something Inside of Me,” when they 
sing “The invisible invasion/It’s like a 
stranger strangled on the moor/Into the 
void for now I'm gone/Five in the mom- 
ing I'll be knocking at your door.” They 
don’t leave much of a lasting impression. 

The Coral make an admirable 
attempt at creating their own sound, 
but it ends up feeling as though 
they've just pulled together bits and 
pieces from all their favourites. They 
have yet to find their own footing as 
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Our Lady Peace 


Healthy in Paranoid Times (Columbia) 
| think this band sucks 

And if you like ‘em, tough shit 

That's how | roll, bitch 
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We Belong to the Gold Coast (Black Hen) 


Played all slow and easy-like 
Just a nice, slow wank... 


A bit like David Wilcox 
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Shitty modern rock outfits 
These jerks breed like rats. - 


back to bediam 


songwriters, but it might be interesting 
when they do. #& 3% —Epen Munro 


JAMES BLUNT 
BACK TO BEDLAM 
(ATLANTIC) 
= eee 
I've always been under the impression 
that any song, no matter how bad, could 
be redeemed by working a monkey into 
the lyrics. And, of course, it goes without 
saying that things will be even better if 
there is also an organ-grinder. So it was 
with much relief that, halfway through 
Back to Bedlam, James Blunt's collection of 
dreamy folk rock, | happened upon this 
gem in the opening verse of “Out of my 
Mind”: “Judging by the look on the 
organ-grinder / He'll judge me by the fact 
that my face don’t fit / It’s touching that 
the monkey sits on my shoulder / He's 
waiting for the day when he gets me.” 
Alas, it turns out that neither the 
monkey nor the organ-grinder is able to 
rescue this album from the doldrums. The 
music has a stunning sheen to it, with 
spot-on production and a solid bunch of 
musicians laying down a shimmering 
backdrop for Blunt's wailing Alanis Mor- 
risette/Axl Rose hybrid of a voice. There 
are even some pretty impressive keys 
throughout, courtesy of someone credit- 
ed only as Mr. Nau and, occasionally, 
Blunt himself. The problem here, though, 
is that the songs themselves are rather 
bland. The melodies suffer from a repeti- 
tiveness that is not helped: by the lack of 
dynamics in Blunt's delivery, and the 
songs pretty much stick to a similar drift- 
ing tempo. In the end, it all adds up to 
one forgettable trip down the middle of 
the road. tee —Epen Munro 
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Less human 
than human 


Vancouver punk 
icons The 
Syohumans are back 
and here to stay— 
for real this time 


By PHIL DUPERRON 


re than 20 years after originally 
ing it quits, The Subhumans, 
Jancouver’s own politically 


charged punk rockers, are back. And 
although they've already had a couple 
reunions and false re-starts over the 
years (including a short tour in ‘95 
which saw them hit Edmonton) this 
time they mean business. 

Bassist Gerry “Useless” Hannah 


=l0LD SCHOOL 


managed to recruit three quarters of 
the original lineup (singer Brian 
Goble and guitarist Mike Graham, 


who sat out previous reunion efforts) 
and infamous punk drummer Jon 
Card back in May, and immediately 
began working on new material. By 
June they were ready to record a 
demo at The Hive in Burnaby and 
started gigging around Vancouver this 
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summer, After so much downtime, 
Hannah already had a bunch of songs 
in his head and as soon as the three 
original members got back together it 
was just like old times. “I thought the 
songs would be suitable for the Sub- 
humans and I was pretty excited 
about that,” says Hannah. “Then 
Brian, as it turned out, had written 
songs as well.” 

The new songs—which are avail- 
able on newmusiccanada.com—pick 
up where the band left off at a time 
ripe for a political shakedown. “It’s 
very political [right now],” says Han- 
nah. “Actually it’s definitely just as 
political as before, maybe more so. 
Let’s face it: what's going on in the 
world is just astounding politically. 
I’m dumbfounded every time 
George W. Bush opens his mouth. 
Every day I think it can’t get any 
worse and then he says something 
and it’s like, ‘Holy shit, it’s worse.’ 

“We've always been interested in 
talking about what we see as the 
reality behind the hype in many dif- 
ferent situations, about what's hap- 
pening in the world,’ he continues. 
“That’s always been interesting for 
Mike, Brian and myself, and it con- 
tinues to be. And the songs continue 
to reflect that.” 

In the late ‘70s and early '80s, 
the Subhumans were an integral part 
of Vancouver’s burgeoning punk 
scene, writing powerful anthems like 
“Fuck You,” “Slave to My Dick” and 
“Urban Guerillas” that attacked the 
status quo and acted as a rallying 
cry for the country’s disillusioned 
youth. And even though Hannah 
left the band and the scene in ’82, 
he never abandoned his ideals, join- 
ing a radical group of saboteurs 
called Direct Action. Hannah and 
his compatriots, dubbed “The 
Squamish Five” by the media, were 
eventually arrested in 1983 for string 
of incidents culminating in the 
bombing of two power plants and he 


served five years in prison. 


EVEN DURING the early days of pun) 
rock, when you really were an outcas: 
for sporting a studded leather jacke; 
or a freaky haircut, Hannah says only 
a small portion of those involved in 
the scene were politically active; ¢h, 
rest were just along for the ride. Ver, 
little has changed, he laments, and 
getting people to question the world 
around them is an uphill battle. “| 
think that’s why things don’t chang: 
very fast,” muses Hannah. “Let’s face 
it: everybody in our society is encou 
aged to be as stupid as hell—to not 
know what's going on. You're sup 
posed to just go out and buy Cok: 
eat at McDonalds, wear Nike and on 
the weekend you go out on your jet 
boat. During the week, you work a 
the office and that’s what you're sup- 
posed to do. You’re not supposed to 
question things. To actually start tall 
ing about anything political is often 
seen as a downer. It’s not cool. 

“In the '60s,” he continues 
“there was widespread awarenes 
and it was actually hip to be politi 
cally aware on some level. But 
nobody had figured out any solu 
tions, really, so basically the party 
ended and everyone went home and 
became yuppies or whatever. Wh 
needs to happen is people need « 
have the awareness they had in the 
‘60s, but they also need to know the 
pitfalls of not acting on that aware 
ness and actually make majo! 
changes in their lives and in the 
world. If that doesn’t happen, then | 
don’t have a whole lotta hope fo! 
humanity or the planet.” 

While Hannah admits there hi: 
been some headway made on c¢ 
tain levels like women’s rights 
when it comes to areas like eco 
nomics and the environment, th‘ 
world is worse off than ever. “We'': 
not making progressive changes 
we’re making really regressiv¢ 
changes,” he says. “Basically, we'' 
going back to feudalism where th« 
poor are on their own and the ric) 
just go, ‘Oh there’s a problem wit!) 
crime and heroin addiction in ™) 
community? Well, I’ll just move ‘© 
another community and build 4 
fortress around my house and ! 
won't have to deal with it.’ The ric 
can afford to do that and the rest © 
us can just go eat shit.” © 
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0 rd of War 


BRIAN GIBSON 


las Hollywood suddenly found an 
anti-corporate social conscience, 

or are the studios just trying to 
yp into Michael Moore's demo- 
aphic? Not only did Fernando 


up- 
ke, irelles's adaptation of John Le 
on rré's attack on Big Pharma, The 
jet stant Gardener recently come out, 
: at it now writer-director Andrew Nic- 
up- 


ell and 
ngerous 


col’s (Gattaca, SI1mOne) look at arms 
dealing, Lord of War, is popping 
up on movie screens. However, this 
latest attack seems both contradicto- 
ty—since American cinema has 
relied on the glorification of armed 
violence for years—and pretty damn 
overdue, given a trigger-happy U.S. 
gun culture. (But then, Michael 
Mann’s superb The Insider attacked 
the cancer-stick business about 30 
years after everyone knew Joe Camel 
had cancer of the hump.) 

In fact, Niccol discovered, Holly- 
wood didn’t want to touch his film. 
“The submission of the script was 
made the week before the war on 
Iraq,” he says, readily conceding that 
it was bad timing for a film about a 
man who supplies anyone, even 
America’s enemies, with tanks, guns, 
and missile launchers, “Every major 


American studio passed. | don’t truly 
see why. Everything I say in the film 
is factual.” 

Niccol wonders if the usual 
backers’ refusal to greenlight the 


|DRAMA 


project had to do with the fact that 
it’s taken from the point of view of 
an anti-hero. “There’s no phony 
epiphany at the end of this film 
where he’s a changed man, where 


How to yo 


Veteran lady 
wrestlers show 
they’ve still got fight 
in Lipstick and 
Dynamite 

By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


ite, Piss and Vinegar: The 

irst Ladies of Wresting, we 
hear an old-time wrestling promoter 
explain how men’s wrestling match- 
es would always include a slate of 
novelty bouts. “If we didn’t have the 
girls on the card,” he says, “we'd 
have midgets. If we didn’t have 
midgets, we'd have a giant. If we 
didn’t have a giant, we'd have an 
Indian. If we didn’t have one of 
them, we'd have a mixed tag-team 
or we'd have one of ‘em wrestle a 
bear.” The women wrestlers often 
had followings just as big, if not big- 
ger, than their male counterparts, 
but they were still officially consid- 
ered part of the sideshow, a freakish 
exhibition just one or two degrees 
more respectable than battling 
midgets. 

Well, the veteran lady wrestlers 
who director Ruth Leitman intro- 
duces us to in Lipstick and Dynamite 
hardly seem like freaks—they’re 
great, tough, confident, plainspo- 


Fe on in Lipstick and Dyna- 


he sees the light,” says Niccol. “First 
of all, these guys don’t see them- 
selves as villains—and if they do, 
they’re certainly not going to 
change their ways.” 

And Niccol saw the ways of arms 
dealers firsthand. “I actually met sev- 
eral arms dealers in the making of 
the film,” he explains, “because 
when you're logistically trying to get 
a lot of arms for your film, you go to 
an arms dealer... all those tanks you 
see in the film belong to one private 
arms dealer in the Czech Republic. 


like them 


ken broads who even in their 60s 
and 70s seem more than capable of 
holding their own in any kind of 
fistfight or back-alley brawl. (The 
oldest woman in the film, a fear 
some octogenarian named Gladys 
“Killem” Gillem, may be the most 
dangerous of them all. She wrestled 
boars, alligators and lions in her 
prime, and even today, I'd still bet 
against the alligator.) Many of these 
women got into wrestling when 
they were still teenagers; some were 
simply sick of the boredom of 


DOCUMENTARY 


small-town life and thought 
wrestling looked like a fun way to 
see the world, while others were 
fleeing abusive families and violent 
boyfriends. All of them are fero- 
ciously self-sufficient, and they 
speak with bitterness and frustra- 
tion about the unscrupulous male 
promoters who controlled their 
careers, denied them title matches, 
took half their earnings and often 
coerced a few sexual favours out of 
them on the side 

It's the rare lady wrestler who 
managed to get rich off the sport— 
former champion Lillian Ellison 
(a.k.a. The Fabulous Moolah), a 
shrewd businesswoman who allied 
herself with wrestling mogul Vince 
McMahon and made a lucrative deal 
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And he said, ‘Fine, you can have 
these, but I need them by December, 
because I’m selling them to Libya.’ 
Which is exactly what Libya needs, 
of course, a lot of ex-Soviet T-72 
tanks. Life kept imitating art like 
that. It was much easier to get real 
guns than fake guns. I was able to 
purchase 3,000 Kalashnikovs.” For 
one crucial scene set in West Africa, 
the cargo plane that Niccol and his 
crew used had been running real 


SEE PAGE42 


rapplers? 


with his son when professional 
wrestling hit it big in the ’8Qs, jis 
probably the sport's biggest success 
story. She's also got one of the 
sport's strangest domestic arrange- 
ments—she shares a mansion with 
fellow wrestling star Johnnie Mae 
Young (a.k.a. The Great Mae Young) 
and a retired midget wrestler named 
Diamond Lil, who seems to function 
as the couple’s maid and unofficial 
household pet. Moolah and Young 
are now in their 70s, but they still 
occasionally turn up in full costume 
at WWE matches, clotheslining and 
knee-dropping their opponents with 
the best of them. The rest of the 
women in the film disapprove of 
their refusal to retire gracefully. 


MOOLAH’S SELF-AGGRANDIZING 
“queen of the ring” poses put me 
off, too. I much preferred the brassy, 
working-class style of women like 
Ella Waldek (a tall, brassy dame with 
an unforgettable, cigarette-ravaged 
voice who got out of the wrestling 
game on her own terms and then 
started up a successful detective 
agency) and Ida May Martinez (a 
beautiful former Mexican women’s 
champion who eventually became a 
nurse and wrote a moving article 
about her experiences in the early 
'80s treating one of North America’s 
first AIDS patients). 

SEE PAGE 42 
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Gus Van Sant 
explores Kurt 
Cobain’s gradual 

disintegration and 
death in Last Days 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


ough admirers and detractors 
| have thus far been unani- 
mous in describing Gus Van Sant’s 
Last Days as exceedingly opaque, if 
you stand back and consider just what 
Van Sant’s attempting (as opposed to 
what bio-pic conventions would have 
us expect), you might find something 
surprisingly direct and open-hearted, 
even quite blatant, in this most des- 
perately lonely of rock movies. 
We can start by simply looking at 


something one character (played by 
actor/magician Ricky Jay) tells 
another about midway through, a 
story about a magician who used to 
perform the insane trick of catching 
a bullet between his teeth, until the 
bullet finally made contact with his 
head on stage one night in 1918. 
The coroner officially declared the 
accident “death by misadventure.” 
An artist who entertains the crowd 
while inching toward suicide is 
clearly a more than subtle allusion 
to the death of Nirvana singer/gui- 
tarist/songwriter Kurt Cobain. The 
parallel drawn here is so precise, 
right down to the method, that the 
result is something between painful 
and painfully funny. 

What is Van Sant after with Last 
Days? There’s certainly no reason to 
presume that the film is providing us 
with any fresh categorical answers 


= Come as you are 


about why people choose to end their 
lives. Rather, in chronicling the last 
48 hours or so in the life of Cobain 
stand-in Blake, hours seemingly lack- 
ing in any remarkable events, Van 
Sant’s approach is not dissimilar to 
that of a rigorously anti-intrusive 


DRAMA 


documentary filmmaker, the huge 
difference being that what we are see- 
ing is highly schematic art that is 
only based on fact and presented in 
such a way that every aspect of the 
production is under careful control. 
The film is a sort of reconstructed 
autopsy, its languid form suggesting to 
us that sometimes it’s important to 
examine even the most seemingly 
banal moments clearly, absorb them 
without the distractions of artificial 


context or forced perspective. This 
approach is as much about respecting 
something sacred as it is about critical 
distance: it’s mourning without sermo- 
nizing. And all of these things make 
Last Days essentially identical in 
approach to Van Sant's last film Ele- 
phant, which also featured the distinc- 
tive camerawork of Harris Savides and 
richly textured sound design of Leslie 
Shatz, and folded time back in on 
itself so that we can follow how cer- 
tain moments split and converge. In 
Elephant, Van Sant recreated scenes 
that led up to the Columbine shoot- 
ings (another epoch-setting act of vio- 
lence in U.S. culture), and the film 
met with similarly divisive responses 
from audiences and critics as Last 
Days. But whether Elephant or Last 
Days is the better probably depends on 
your relationship to the events or fig- 
ures being conjured up. We each bring 
our own feelings about the meaning 
(or meaninglessness) of these violent 
deaths with us into the theatre. 


LAST DAYS BEGINS with Blake wan- 
dering through woods, a scrawny fig- 
ure in a filthy T-shirt and pyjama 
pants, muttering incoherently. He 
spends the night in these woods, 
singing “Home on the Range” by a fire 
before returning the next morning to 
his small, isolated castle located some- 
where in the Pacific Northwest (home 
region of both Cobain and Van Sant). 
Once there, we see him stumble 
about, change clothes, try (with little 
success) to eat something, tote a gun, 
watch terrible music videos, and twice, 
we see him try to make music, alone. 
Mostly, we see him hiding from every- 
one and everything, shrivelling up in 


q 


a cocoon of debilitating drugs an, 
severe depression. Mormons and Ye; 
low Pages salesmen stop by and ;, 
scared off. There are others about ¢},,. 
house, colleagues and hangers-op, 
who keep their distance from Bla|;. 
who dare not penetrate his cool 50); 
tude, Only one visitor actually tries ;, 
help him emerge from his downway, | 
spiral. (The friend is played by Soni 
Youth’s Kim Gordon, who w, 
Cobain’s friend and is given th. | 
chance here to say those things yo, 
always wish you said, even if it mac 
no difference.) All the while, the car). | 
era follows Blake in very long, fluid, j 
weirdly engrossing takes, Spliced j 
together by Van Sant himself. 

Played with dead-on accuracy py, 
Michael Pitt (The Dreamers), Blake 
offers little that the vigilant camera 
itself can’t solicit. His posture, hj; 
hair, his shades are all a mask. His j; , 
presence instead of a performance | 
And his presence can best be 
described as a living ghost, someone | 
only half there, his death not a sud 
den event but a brutally protracted 
process of disintegration of which 
are only witnessing the final stage. 
Van Sant waits and watches and they 
allows for some closure with a spectral 
ascension, acknowledging the mys. 
tery that lies beyond the carnal horto; 
of Blake’s final gesture. Whethe: 
Cobain would have liked it or noi 
Last Days evokes a death that didn’t 
merely burn out, but helplessly, slow 
ly, and continually, fades away. 0 


LAST DAYs 

Written and directed by Gus Van Sant « 
Starring Michael Pitt, Lukas Haas and 
Scott Green * Opens Fri, Sept 16 
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All in the family 


The Best of Youth a 
sprawling saga 
about an Italian 
family’s struggles 
against the currents 
of history 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


ere once was a time when the 
Te “epic” meant a long poem 
about heroic warriors involved in 
year-long battles over the fate of 
tigns and empires. But the last 
o epic struggles I endured in a cin- 
ema involved movies long in ambi- 
on and running time, and none 
0 glorious: a six-hour-plus black- 
and-white film from Hungary that I 
can’t seem to remember, and a three- 
hour-plus Civil War drama that I’m 
till desperately trying to forget. 
What a treat a two-part odyssey 
ike The Best of Youth is, then. 
Well, not so much a treat, really— 
more like a full-course meal at an 
alian wedding; Sandro Petraglia’s 
and"Stefano Rulli’s screenplay runs 
o more than three hours on screen, 
nd that’s just the first part alone. 
But director Marco Tullio Giordana 
and his cast bring the four-decade 
Carati family saga to vibrant, sprawl- 


ng life. The Best of Youth traces the 


quiet failures and proud struggles of 
everyday lives caught up like drift- 
wood in the currents of history. 

Part One opens in Rome in 1966, 
with brothers Matteo (Alessio Boni) 
and Nicola (Luigi Lo Cascio) studying 
for their university exams. Matteo, a 
literature student, seems like the artsy 
dreamer type, while Nicola acts every 
bit the staid, practical medical student. 
Matteo volunteers at a local mental 
hospital and befriends Giorgia (Jas- 
mine Trinca), who’s been given elec- 
tro-shock treatments. He sneaks her 


out of the hospital and, as the brothers 
try to find a better refuge for Giorgia, 
she’s taken away by the authorities. 

Matteo and Nicola part ways, each 
of them so scarred by the experience 
that their personalities seem, intrigu- 
ingly, to alter. Nicola, after falling in 
love with Giulia (Sonia Bergamasco) 
during flood relief work in Florence, 
becomes a passionate mental-health 
reformer in 1970s Turin, while Matteo 
searches for order and self-discipline 
as a policeman in the South. 


WHILE THERE ARE SCENES in Part 
One which feel rushed or forced, and 
it takes time for the film to find its 
rhythm, there is a moment when Mat- 
teo, Nicola, and Giorgia are sitting at a 
café table and the outside world 


sneaks up on them. Suddenly noticing 
that the World Cup match between 
Italy and Korea is on the television, 
this odd, outsider trio begin to per- 
versely cheer for Korea and a crowd of 
men turns on them. Here, and in 
many of the film’s best scenes—as 
when a humble Sicilian peasant does- 
n’t want to explain anything to a 
homicide investigator or the head of 
an asylum tries to keep Nicola from 
discovering hidden, bed-shackled 
patients—The Best of Youth conjures up 
an exultant, slice-of-life authenticity. 
Director Giordana weaves the 
characters on the margins of the 
story in and out of the centre of the 
family frame. Parents Adriana (Adri- 
ana Asti) and Angelo (Andrea 
Tidona, in a virtuoso performance) 
visit Nicola and Giulia in Turin and 
the wise, anxious father’s relation- 
ship with his children throbs with 
heartbreak, Older sister Giovanna 
(Lidia Vitale) fights cases as an envi- 
ronmental lawyer, while youngest 
sister Francesca (Valentina Carnelut- 
ti) reappears towards the end. And 
the memory of Giorgia hovers over 
the brothers like a restless spirit. 
Unlike Coppola’s criminal Italian 
family saga, The Best of Youth isn't a 
gorgeous picture with great dialogue, 
but there is a similar immediacy and 
intimacy to this epic’s scenes as it wel- 
comes you into its family. The perfor- 
mances are warm and full of feeling, 
while the character of Matteo, in par- 


ticular, fascinates as he moves restless- 
ly with the years, as if impatient with 
himself and still unsure of what he’s 
running away from. The film ques- 
tions our notion of sanity, too—per- 
haps society is far more imbalanced 
than any of its citizens. 

By allowing the political to bleed 
into the personal, the strange ebbs 
and flows of chance, and how peo- 
ple can change the times as much as 
they can change with them, Gior- 
dana’s film-feast captures the bitter- 


sweet flavour of real life. And as Pat! 
One ended with a funeral and then é 
wedding, I found myself actually 
looking forward to a cinematic epic’ 
three-hour sequel next week. © 


- 


THE BEST OF YOUTH (PART ONE) 

Written by Sandro Petraglia and Stefan? 

Rulli © Directed by Marco Tullio 

Giordana « Starring Luigi Lo Casc'° 

Alessio Boni, and Jasmine Trinca » Met 

Cinema ® Fri-Mon, Sept 16-19 (6:3 | 
pm) © 425-921 
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‘A REFRESHINGLY 
ORIGINAL FILM. 


ROBERT REDFORD AND MorGAN FREEMAN SHOW 
Wuat OUTSTANDING ACTING Is ALL ABouT? 
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CLASSIC AMERICAN CINEMA. 

ROBERT REDFORD, MORGAN FREEMAN, 
JENNIFER LOPEZ AND JosH Lucas 
ARE AT THE ToP OF THEIR GAME.” 
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“EXTRAORDINARY! 
This could actually be one of the 


best films about rock ever.” 
-Dennis O rmody, 


‘ASTONISHING!’ 


~Jomes Christopher, THE LONDON TIMES 


“A FILM I ADMIRE ENORMOUSLY." 


loger Ebert, CHICAGO SUN-TIM 
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Lord of War 


Continued from page 39 


one crucial scene set in West Africa, 
the cargo plane that Niccol and his 
crew used had been running real 
guns into the Congo the week before 
Niccol filmed it running fake guns. 


BUT IN A WAR-TORN WORLD, as 
Niccol points out, “We’re all arms 
dealers. In the U.S., you would 


bth nat directly profit from the sale of arms. 
It paves your roads.” Companies like 
ME YOU AND EVERYONE WE KNOW Lockheed Martin, as Michael Moore 


NO 7:15 PM SHOW SATURDAY SEPT 17TH 


IRGHTLY 7:15 PM © SAT & SUM MAT 1:90 showed in Bowling For Columbine, are 


major economic powers. “And arms 

dealers are poster boys for capitalism, 

and you could say poster boys for 
i globalization, as well.” 

= As Lord of War opens, the camera 

THE WILD PARROTS OF TELEGRAPH HILL pans over ground littered with shell 

@ L (RATED Q) » ENDS SUNDAY SEPT 18TH casings, before it reaches Yuri Orlov 

a 4 SAT & SUM BAT 1:15 PRM (Nicolas Cage), who coolly tells us, 


Pocus ee ‘pa +. a). 
“There are over 350 million firearms 
wt HE ARISTOCRATS | UNFINISHED LIFE in worldwide circulation. That’s one 
aot tht SAT 720 PM + Sm 40 PL 
PRE 
aa 


firearm for every twelve people on the 
Poe ieee 


planet. The only question is, how do 
b / 
punter Dus Mh i é 
thé ie 


we arm the other eleven?” Then the 
credits roll with the bullets, crates of 
EXHILARATING...RIOTUS 
ENDLESSLY FASCINATING « 


them, being sent out of a munitions 
Aen Tocker NEW YORK MAGAZINI 


ILE 
MOVIE YUL EYER SE” 


Te Bee 


factory, shipped into foreign ports, 
transported to an African guerrilla 
outpost, and then fired into people. 
We're quickly caught in a hail of 
narration, as Yuri keeps telling us 
about his murderous business. For a 
two-hour movie loaded with 
weapons, there’s not much conflict 
until about the hour-long mark, 
when Yuri is more hotly pursued by 
Interpol agent Jack Valentine (Ethan 
Hawke) and threatened by client 
Andre Baptiste Sr. (Eamonn Walker), 


SLENDER MAGAZINE 


Liberia's warlord. Meanwhile, we've’ We SHUT T8d6 Fhe aPiiktie Ai; 


briefly met Yuri's parents, who immi- 
grated from the Ukraine and pretend 
to be Jews in New York City’s Little 
Odessa district. And there’s Valery 
(ared Leto), Yuri’s lost, wild brother, 
and also his associate until he rides 
off the rails on a white pony named 
Cokey. And Ava Fontaine (Bridget 
Moynihan), the pageant queen and 
model who Yuri’s always desired 
because he’s numbingly superficial, 
so he entices her with his ill-gotten 
wealth and they marry. 


YURI'S SCHIZOID American dream 
and his sociopathy, a hollow bullet 


Life kept imitating art like that. It was much easier to 
get real guns than fake guns. | was able to purchase 
3,000 Kalashnikovs —Lorp oF War DIRECTOR ANDREW Nico. 


shell of a soul that is emphasized by 
the film’s glassy and metallic sets, are 
what most intrigued Niccol about 
arms dealers. “Just who are these 
guys, who can sell AK-47s like 
they’re vacuum cleaners?” he won- 
ders. “These guys have an interesting 
moral code that most of us don’t 
share. We would say to them, ‘You're 
responsible for tens, hundreds of 
thousands of deaths,’ and they 
would say, ‘I’m not responsible for 
any deaths. I never pulled the trig- 
ger.’ For me, that was an interesting 
sort of character that could compart- 
mentalize life like that.” 

This is The Sopranos’ territory of 
Satire, where the American Dream is 
built on crime and deceit. Unfortu- 
nately, Lord of War doesn’t do 
enough to implicate us in a world 


10H] 
maniacal, grinning madman, + 4 
his son, we're told, is a “Cannibal q 
Liberian women are Teduced }4 
potential AIDS-carriers, while aj) the 
other women in the film are eye 
candy, including Ava. And as Playe 
by the wooden Moynihan, she’s fa 
too credible as a vapid moa, ul 
turned-failed actress. 

But if, too often, Lord Of Waj 


seems like a message with a mov; 
attached, it still offers some de} 
ciously ironic scenes, such as Yuri’; 
unconcern for his son’s first steps 
he celebrates the falling of the iron 
Curtain and the opening of a ne, 
arms market by kissing Gorbacheyj 
birthmark on a TV screen. And in he 
film’s explosive ending, Niccol sud. 
denly blows the satire up in our face 
and finally sets his sight on the tru 
enemy. In a nihilistic twist, complet 
with a final factoid that’s more de 
astating than any of Yuri’s quip 
Niccol finds his range, zeroes in, and 
hits home. © | 


Written and directed by Andrew Nicco! « 
Starring Nicolas Cage, Jared Leto, and 
Ethan Hawke Opens Fri, Sept 16 
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Lipstick and Dynamite 


Continued from page 39 
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Unfortunately, Leitman’s film is 
only partially successful at bringing 
these remarkable women and their 
colourful subculture to life. It’s 
never clear exactly how women’s 
wrestling evolved or why the circuit 
deteriorated or what the sociological 
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significance of its popularity might 
be or whether the sport is a triumph 
of feminism or an example of a 
spectacle that could only thrive in a 
society that was deeply sexist to 
begin with. And while the women 
all make strong impressions, you 
can’t help but think that Leitman 
has barely scratched the surface of 
their hardscrabble lives. Of course, 
when it comes to women as wary 
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and self-contained as the ones in 
Lipstick and Dynamite, the truth may 
be even harder to pin down than 
Ella Waldek. © 
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ray Toews offers up 
non-traditional animation 
from claymation to col- 
ists from across the 
I, The Citadel; Sept 15 


, est of Youth (Part 1) Luigi 

A Lo Cascio, Alessio Boni, and Sonia 
Berga star in One Hundred 

s Marco Tullio Giordana’s 

film about the lives of two Italian 

‘hers and their families, spanning the 

, decades from the ‘60s to the pre- 

nt. Read Brian Gibson’s review on page 
Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Sept. 16-19 


30 pm) 


Black Swan Tyrone Power, Mau- 

O'Hara, and Anthony Quinn star in 
er is the Night director Henry King’s 
42 film about former pirate and gov- 
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ernor of Jamaica Henry Morgan, who 
tries to purge the Carribbean of pirates 
and save the damsel in distress. Royal 
Alberta Museum (102 Ave & 128 St), 
Sept 19 (8 pm) 


Cry Wolf Julian Morris, Jared Padalecki 
and Jon Bon Jovi star in Catching Kringle 
director Jeff Wadlow’s thriller about a 
group of high-school students who con- 
coct a tale about a serial killer, along with 
details of his next targets, and post it on 
the internet, only to watch as the targets 
actually begin to disappear. 


O Last Days Michael Pitt, Lukas 

Per Haas, and Kim Gordon star in Ele- 

a8 phant director Gus Van Sant’s rock 
‘n’ roll drama about a Seattle musician 
reminiscent of Kurt Cobain who goes 
into hiding when he starts buckling 
under the pressures, professional obliga- 
tions and feelings of isolation that come 
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THIS WEEK'S NEW MOVIES 


with his fame. Read Josef Braun’s review 
on page 40. 


Lipstick & Dynamite, Piss & Vine- 
gar: The First Ladies of Wrestling 
Lillian Ellison, Gladys Gillem and Cyndi 
Lauper appear in Alma director Ruth Leit- 
man’s documentary about the history of 
women’s professional wrestling, told 
through the memories of some of the 
sport's female ring legends. Read Paul 
Matwychuk’s review on page 39. Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel; Sept 16-17 (10 pm) 


Lord of War Nicholas Cage, Jared Leto 
and Ethan Hawke star in Gattaca director 
Andrew Niccol's film about a globetrot- 
ting arms dealer who travels to some of 
the world’s deadliest war zones on busi- 
ness, as he tries to complete a deal with a 
Liberian warlord and stay one step ahead 
of a tenacious Interpol agent. Read Brian 
Gibson's article on page 39. 


ar A 


GATEWAY 
2250 Calaary Trail, 496-6977 
STAR WARS: EPISODE II-REVENGE OF THE SITH (PG, not 


recommended for young chidren) Fri Sat Sun 12:40 3:25 6:40 
9:5 Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:40 9:35 


CHARUE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY (PG) fi Sal Sun 
12:55 3:25 7:00 Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:00 


MUST LOVE DOGS (PG, not recommended for children) 9:25 


THE SKELETON KEY (14A, frightening scenes) Fr Sat Sun 1:20 
4:15 7:20 9:55 Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:20 9:55 


WAR OF THE WORLDS (14A. frightening scenes, not recom 
mendad for young children) Fri Sat Sun 1:00 4,00 7:10 9:45 Mon 
Tus Wed Thu 7:10 9:45 
BATMAN BEGINS (PG, fright 
for young chikiren} Fri Sat Sun 12; 
Wed Thu 6:45 9:40 


us GREATEST GAME EVER PLAYED (G., sneak preview) Sat 
7: 


scenes; not recommended 
3:50 6:45 9:40 Mon Tue 


THE CAVE (144, frightening scenes) 9:20 


THE DUKES OF HAZZARD (PG, coerse language) Fri Sat Sun 
Tee yO 7-15. 950 Mon Tue Wed Thu 7 15 9:50 


UAT ale 15 3:15 6:55 Sat 1:15 9:15 Mon Tua 
Thu 6:55 


MR. AND MRS. SMITH (144. oe Fri Sat 1:10 3:45 6:30 
Sun 1:10 6:30 Mon Tue Weel Thu 6:30 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sic Winston Churchill Ave, 
St. Albert. 458-9622 


FOUR BROTHERS (184 violenca) Sat Sun 1 (00 3:00 Daly 5:00 
700915 


CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY (PG) Sat Sun 
CHAR Day o207 25 

THE TRANSPORTER 2 (14A, violence) Dally 9:35 

THE 40 YEAR-OLD VIRGIN (184, coarse language, sexual Core 
teri) Sat Sun 1:10 3:45 Day 6:45 9:10 

THE EXORCISM OF EMILY ROSE (144. frightening scenes} 
Sat Sun 1:45 Daily 4:45 7:05 920 

JUST LIKE HEAVEN (PG) Sat Sun 1/0 3:90 Daty $:90 720 
930 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
JUST LIKE HEAVEN (148) Daiy 7,00 9:15 Sat Sun 1:00 3:15 
THE GREAT RAID (G, violence) Daly 9:00 
THE TRANSPORTER 2 (14A, violence) Desly 7:10 920 Sat Sun 
1:10 3:30 
THE EXORCISM OF EMILY BORE IAA frightening scenes) 
Daily 7:05 9,30 Sat Sun 1:00 3:30 
VALIANT (G) Dally 6:55 Sat Sun 1:05 3:10 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-2212 
THE BEST OF YOUTH, PART 1 (STC) Fri Sat Sun Mion 6.90 
UPSTICK AND DYNAMITE (144) Fri Sat 10:00 
OUTFOXED: RUPERT MURDOCH'S WAR ON JOURNALISM 
{STC} Sun 10:00 
MOVE (STC) Mon 10:00 
ONE MINUTE FILM AND VIDEO FESTIVAL (STC) Tue 7:00 
TRUTH MERCHANTS (STC) Tue 8:15 
Denied ROLLS HIS GRAVE (STC) Tue 10:00 
INVISIBLE CHILDREN (STC) Wed 7:00 


LES ORDRES (STC) Thu 8:00 
po NEW WEST MALLS WEST MALL 


BAD NEWS BEARS (144) Fri-Sun 1:30 3:50 6:30 9:10 Mon-Thu 
6:30.9:10 
Bets ee Fri-Gun 2 10 4:25 640 9:20 Mon: Thu 6:40 


DARK WATER (4A, tring some) ric 220 440 7.90 
9:50 Mon-Thu 7-20 950 


ee ee ee 


Few film genres are as formulaic as the romantic comedy: beautiful girl meets beaut 


ful boy 


they hate each other at first and argue for a while: they like each other; girl 


and boy hook up; everyone lives happily ever after. And while they're certainly meant 


e heartwarming, many romantic comedies 


Girls dir 
Ruffalo, for example: With: 


are really quite disturbing. Take Mean 


or Mark Waters's Just Like Heaven, starring Reese Witherspoon and Mark 
Spoon, a ghost, comes and goes through walls of his new 


apartment, acting like she owns the place, nagging him about how messy he’s living. 
Does he freak out? Does he call in an exorcist? Does he seek professional help? 


Nope—he falls in love with her. Awww.. 


HERBIE: FULLY LOADED (G) Fri-Sun 1:45 4:00 6.48 
Thu 6:45 9:00 

MADAGASCAR (G3) Fri-Sun 2:00 « 
8:50 

THE LONGEST YARD (1A, coarse language) Fri-Sun 1:60 4:20 
7-10 9.45 Mon-Thu 7:10 9:45 


ar SISTERHOOD OF THE TRAVELLING PANTS (PG) Fr 
4:40 4:30 7:20 9:40 Mon-Thu 7 


STEALTH (144 Fi Sun 1:35 4:16 7:00 9:30 Mon-Thu 7:00 9:30. 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231-1957 Avo, 732-2236 


LORD OF WAR (154, violenos, substance 
4:40 7:30 10:20 


JUST LIKE HEAVEN (PG) Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:30 1:50 9:10 
4:10 5:30 6:50 B:00 9:15 10: @ 1:50 3:10 4:10 5:30 650 
8:00 9:15 10:25 Star and Strollers Soreening: Tue 1:00 


CRY WOLF (14A) Daily 2:00 4:50 7:50 10:15 


THE EXORCISM OF EMILY ROSE (14A. inghienng & 
Daily 1:10 3:50 7-20 10:10 

THE MAN (144. coarse language) Daly 12:45 2:50 5:00 7.40 
950 

THE TRANSPORTER 2 (14A, violence) Daily 12% 
8:10 10:30 

MARCH OF THE PENGUINS (G) Dally 12:35 2:40 4:45 7:05 
9:20 

THE BROTHERS GRIMM (1 4A, frightening scene 
120 4:00 7:00 9:45 Sat 1:20 4:00 9:45 Sun 1207 
THE CONSTANT GARDENER (14A. coarse language. mature 
theme) Dally 12:40 3:20 6:40 9:40 


RED EYE (PG. vidlenes, not recommended for young children) 
Fri-Tue Thu 1:16 3:20 5:20 7:45 9:55 Wed 1:15 320 9: 


7:00 Max 


10 6:50 8:50 Mon-Thu 6:50 


abuse) Dally 1:40 


Fi Mon-Thu 
10 9:45 


THE 40 YEAR-OLD VIRGIN (154, coarse languaga, seus! con 
tent) Dally 1:30 4:20 7:10 10:00 
FOUR BROTHERS (184, Violence) Fini Sun -Thu 1:45 


10:05 Sat 1:45 4:30 10:05 


WEDDING CRASHERS (144. semual content) Deity 
6:45 9:20 

THE GREATEST GAME EVER PLAYED (G, no f 
preview) Sat 7:00 


AN UNFINISHED UFE (PG. coarse 
preview) Sat 7:00 Sun 4:00 


a 


108397-82 Ave, 433-0728. 
THE WILD PARROTS OF TELEGRAPH HILL (3) Sat 


THE 
Hers) Daily 9:15 Sat 3:00 (No 3:00 show on Sunt 


ME AND YOU AND EVERYONE WE KNOW () VA. sexual Con 
Tent) Daly 7:15 Sat Sun 1:00 (no 7:15 show on Sat, Sept. 17) 


AN UNFINISHED LIFE (PG, coarse language) Sat 7-00 Sun 
400 


LAST DAYS (144) Daly 7:00 9:00 Sat Sun 3:15 


100 3.40 


language, no passes, sneak 


mn 1:15 


(184, coarse language, language may 
ent. 1 


WEM, 8862-170 St. 444-2400 
JUST LIKE HEAVEN (PG) 1:00 3:35 7:00 9:45 Fama Babx 
Wed 1pm 
BON JOVI - LIVE FROM NEW YORK ( Yassification re 
able, no passes) Mon 9:00 
THE EXORCISM OF EMILY ROSE (144 Irante 
1:10 4:15 725 10:30 


40 YEAR OLD VIRGIN (184 « 
1:15 4:10 7:10 10:00 


LORD OF WAR (184, viclenog, substan 
7-15 1020 

BATMAN BEGINS (PG. lightening scenes. 
for young cfakiren) Fri Sat Sun Mon Yue 3 40 950 
AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY (PG) 
Mon Tus 1245 6:55 Wed Thu 1245 3.40 655 950 
RED EYE (PG. votenos. not mcornmendid for young chute) 


Fri Sat Tue Wed 1:40 4:05 7240 10:05 Sun 1:40 10:08 1 1K 
4:05 6:20 10:05 Thy 1:40.4:05 10.05 


ogres language, seas Cortes 


9 abuse} 12:55 3 


recommended 


THE CONSTANT GARDENER (144 coarse language ature 


theme) 12-50 3:30 6:40 9:40 
THE TRANSPORTER 2 ( 


WEDDING CRASHERS !14. 
Wed Thu 1:20 4:20 7:20 11 


WWE: UNFORGIVEN (Gc 


Sun 5:00 
CRY WOLF (144) 1.00 4907-901 


FOUR BROTHERS (1! 
3:50 6:50 9:30 Sat T 


AN UNFINISHED LIFE (PG. 2 mr 
4:00 


THE GREATEST GAME EVER PLAYED (G) 
THE BROTHERS GRIMM () 
Wed Thu 12:45 3:45 6:45 9 
6:45 9:55 


THE MAN (144 
SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1825-99 St, 436-8585 


nos abuse) T 


anquage} 1 


LORD OF WAR (i 
1:10 4:16 7:30 10:1 


JUST LIKE HEAVEN (P 
4:90 5:30 7:00 8:00 9:30 10:90 Tue 
8:00 9:30 10:30 Star and Strofens 
CRY WOLF (144) Daily 


THE EXORCISM OF EMILY ROSE (144. 
Daily 12:45 2:10 2:45 5:10 6:45 8:00 9:45 10: 


THE MAN (144A. ¢ 


THE TRANSPORTER 2 (144, 
4:15 10:45 


THE BROTHERS GRIMM (144 inghtsnr 
1:20 4:00 7:15 10:00 Sat 1:20 4:00 10:00 


violence, Sub 


Thu 12 
30 3:00 4:30 
ereering: Tue 1:00 


3) Fr: Mon 0 2500 3. 


20 4:45 7:50 10:15 


narse language) Daly 1:45 4:40 € 


THE CONSTANT GARDENER (1.44, coarse language. mature 
theme) Daly 12:50 3:40 6:30 9:20 
ended for young ch 


30 3:50 7:45 9:50 Sun 1:90 


RED EYE (PG. violence, not recon 
Frat Mon-Thu 1 


THE 40 YEAR-OLD VIRGIN (154 
tent) Daly 1:40 4:20 7:40 10:20 


MARCH OF THE PENGUINS ((3) Dx 


FOUR BROTHERS ( 18A, 
1040 Wed 2:30 10: 


parse enguage, Saxe con 


f-Tus Thu 230 


10 9:40 Wed 1:50 4:15 
Lo 


Tue-The 


SKY HIGH (G) Fri-Tue Thu 1:50 4:15 7 
9:40 


Wen CRASHERS (1 4A. sexual content) Fri-Sun 
4:10 7-20 10:10 Mon 1:15 10:10 


AN UNFINISHED LIFE (PG, coerse language, 
preview) Sat 7:00 Sun 4:00 


WWE: UNFORGIVEN (Classification not avatiatie Sn 500 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-5725 
THE EXORCISM OF EMILY ROSE (144, Inghtening 
sat Sun 1:15 4:15 7:00 9:45 Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:00 9 


2 (140. violence) Fri Sat Sun 1:45 
720 Mon Tue Wed Thu 7: x 


40 YEAR OLD VIRGIN (154, oarse language. Sanh Cor 
fi Sat Sun 1:25 4:05 6:50 940 Marne ire 50 


JUST LIKE HEAVEN (PG) Fr Sat Sun 1 <<) 
Tue Wed Thu 7:10.9:30 


TA0930h 


(1) 780-352-3922 

nal 
JUST LIKE HEAVEN (144) Dally 7:00 9:15 Sat Sun 1,00 3:15 
SUPERCROSS (G, coarse language) Day 9:00 


THE TRANSPORTER 2 (144 giclence} Daily 7:10 9:20 Sat Sur 
1103.30 


THE EXORCISM OF EMILY ROSE (144 fighieneg soos 
Day 7:06 +30 Sat Sun 1:00 390 


VALIANT (G) Dally 655 Sat-Sun 1:05 3:10 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING SEPT 15, 2005 
ie evden Aachen Ds 5 gin 
2. Ween-Shinola Vol.1 (chocodog) 

3. The New Pomographers-Twin Cinema (mint) 

4, Death Cab for Cutie-Plans (atlantic) 

5. Karla Anderson-The Embassy Sessions (indelible) 
Me 

Buck 65-Secret House Against The World (wamer) 

apron pice elias 

9. Sufjan Stevens - Illinoise (asthmatic kitty) 

10. The Agnostic Mountain Gospel Choir-Fight & Onions (amgq) 
11. Bob Dylan-No direction home : Bootleg Series Vol.7 (columbia) 
12. Son Volt- Okemah & The Melody Of Riot (sony/bmq) 

13. John Prine-Fair & Square (oh boy) 

14. K'Naan-The Dusty Foot Philosopher (track & field) 

15. Martha Wainwright - Martha Wainwright (maple) 

16. John Hiatt— Masters Of Disaster (new west) 

17. Whitey Houston-Whitey Houston (rectangle) 

18. The Most Serene Republic - Underwater Cinematographer (a&c) 
19. Eric Clapton-Back home (reprise) 

20. Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriguez —Red Dog Tracks (train wreck) 
21. The Wolfnote - Sacred Bodies (bbr) 

22. System Of A Down-Mezmerize (American) 

23. Rodney Crowell-The Outsider (columbia) 

24. Maria MuldaurSweet Lovin’ OF Soul (stoney plain) 

25. Columbus — Debut EP (pop echo) 

26. Amos Lee — Amos Lee (blue note) 

27. Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings — Naturally (daptone) 

28. Gorillaz-Demon Days (parlophone) 


29. Frank Black — Honeycomb (back porch) 
30. James Biunt-Back to Bedlam (custard) 


CURSIVE 


THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
HOUSES AND HOMES — 


The Difference Between Houses and Homes bridges the 
gap between Cursive's acclaimed 2003 LP, Ugly Organ, 
and an LP scheduled for sometime in 2006. It features two 
previously unreleased songs from the Omaha band's 
formative era, as well as material from since out of print 7"s 
released from 1995 through 2001. 

After hearing the album, | still don’t know what the 
difference is between houses and homes? Buy it and then 
tell me please! 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


Imbalanced 
Exorcism of Emily 
Rose way more 
biased than it 
purports to be 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


extrapolated) events, The Exor- 

cism of Emily Rose chronicles 
the trial of Frank Moore, a Catholic 
priest accused of negligent homicide 
for his involvement in the failed reli- 
gious therapy and eventual death of 
the titular 19-year-old, a smalltown 
girl from a religious home who went 
to the big city to get an education 
and completely, fatally, flipped out. 
Moore claims Emily was a victim of 
demonic possession and that his 
exorcism was sanctioned by the 
church; the prosecution says it was 
psychotic epilepsy and that Emily 
should never have been taken off 
her medication. Neither case can be 
proven beyond reasonable doubt. 

Though its success at the box 
office is surely due to its appeal to 
indiscriminate horror fans, the film’s 
more of a courtroom drama, accent- 
ed with flashbacks to incidents of an 
apparently supernatural nature. 
While there are no spinning heads 
or feats of projectile vomit here, the 
bleak wintry landscapes, Jennifer 
Carpenter’s intense, sympathetic 
state of extreme torment as Emily, 
and director Scott Derrickson’s 
absorbing approach can nonetheless 
collectively boast several effectively 
freaky moments. Mind you, these 
moments would be much, much 
freakier if Derrickson’s approach 
were anywhere near as unbiased as it 


Be: on real (though wildly 


pretends to be. 


1 FIND MYSELF feeling simultane- 
ously fascinated and repulsed by The 
Exorcism of Emily Rose. The film 
engagingly draws us into examining 
both arguments surrounding a diffi- 
cult scenario, one that endangers the 
freedom of a character we’re imme- 
diately predisposed to, regardless of 
our personal opinions about what he 
stands for. And because we know 
from the start that the film is based 
on a true story, we're less concerned 
with cinematic virtuosity or stylistic 
sensibility than with the complexity 
and persuasiveness of the presenta- 


e\DRAMA 


tion of the contradicting cases. 

But this is also where we get let 
down: by the end, we realize that 
the film’s boldly stated reason for 
being is to ask us to acknowledge 
that “the spiritual world is real,” and 
in doing so, the film depicts Emily’s 
experiences more subjectively and 
more heightened than is strictly nec- 
essary. If Derrickson had forgone 
special effects, constant rain and 
crashing music, the ambiguity sur- 
rounding Emily’s condition would 
be both more intriguing and terrify- 
ing. Furthermore, the film appalling- 
ly asks that we look upon this girl's 
suffering as she did, as a force of 
good, a source of wonder and an 
opportunity to reawaken our convic- 
tions concerning the divine. In this 
sense, the film seems tailor-made for 
religious conservatives, who would, 
for any number of purposes, also like 
to justify legally contestable actions 
with proclamations of faith, martyr- 
dom and good intentions. 

While the cast is of a surprisingly 


high pedigree, the performance: 
vary in terms of how they help o1 
hinder the provocative elements o! 
the story. The central relationship i 
between Wilkinson’s priest ang 
Laura Linney’s defence attorney, ; 
coldly career-focused rising star, who 
isn’t interested in demons but does 
believe in Moore’s goodness. Linney 
traces a clear trajectory from dismis 
Sive agnosticism to open-minded: 
ness, but Wilkinson, for all his usual 
warm soft-spokenness, is unable : 
get past the flatness of his humout 
less, naive character, who keeps 
warning his lawyer about the “forces 
of darkness” that threaten her, with: 
out apparent concern toward how 
unconvincing he sounds. On the 
other extreme is Shohreh Ag» 
dashloo, who simply hams it up 4 
an expert witness on cross-cultural 
possession phenomena. Her chatac- 
ter could have been made more cred: 
ible if Aghdashloo hadn't decided to 
illustrate her every word with hiero 
glyphic-like hand and head move 
ments and swami tones of spiritual 
perfection (but then her characte 
vanishes so quickly, you wonder if 
her opinion is supposed to matte! 
anyway). 

Perhaps the imbalances that 
plague The Exorcism of Emily Rose at 
also a part of what keeps it interes 
ing. Perhaps it’s better for its flaws. | 
can’t honestly say that this is a pa™ 
ticularly good movie by any means 
but I can say that I spent an unusual 
amount of time talking about ! 
afterwards. © 


THE EXORCISM OF EMILY ROSE 
Directed by Scott Derrickson * Witte” 
by Derrickson.and Paul Harris Board” 
© Starring Laura Linney, Tom Wilkinso? 
and Jennifer Carpenter « Now playing) 
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evor Schmidt 
ets medieval on 
our ass with 
sriocomic Silence 


PAUL MATWYCHUK 


s artistic director of Northern 
Light Theatre, Trevor Schmidt 
Imust discard a lot of scripts as he 
s out his company’s seasons, but 
en he discovered British play- 
right Moira Buffini’s medieval 
pck-epic Silence, there was some- 
g about it that, er, spoke to him. 
ce I started reading it,” he says, 
knew, even in the first act, that I 
ted to direct it.” 

What moment in the play could 
ave been the one that captured his 
magination? Maybe it was the star- 
ng opening image of Ymma, the 
frong-willed princess of Normandy, 
iolently vomiting her guts out as she 
rives in Canterbury, where her 
ther has sent her as punishment 
r her proud and willful ways. Per- 
ps the intense, scary-funny speech- 
insane King Ethelred delivers while 


writhing in bed, naked except for his 
crown, wrestling with feverish visions 
of the Apocalypse, were what did the 
trick. Or maybe Schmidt was sold by 
the scene in which Ymma’s attempts 
to consummate her humiliating 
forced marriage to Silence, the 14- 
year-old Lord of Cumbria, are foiled 
by... well, let’s just call it a shocking 
discovery and leave it at that. 

In fact, it wasn’t any single 
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moment that made Schmidt fall in 
love with the play so much as Buffi- 
ni’s playful, provocative exploration 
of several of Schmidt's pet themes. 
“For me,” he says, “it’s all about the 
gender issues, the power issues, the 
religion issues. And it’s the idea of 
the fear of the millennium. I mean, 
we all remember 1999 and everyone 
saying the computers will break 
down and the power will turn off 
and it'll be a big disaster—so that 
element of the play [which is set in 
1002] resonated for me as well. And 
especially, there’s the idea in this 
play of the revealing of one’s true 
self or the finding of one’s true self 


o Witnes 


son 
ing 


Great direction 


after questioning religion and gen- 
der... The characters are all playing 
archetypes—there’s the princess, the 
soldier, the priest, the lady-in-wait- 
ing—but Buffini turns all those 
archetypes completely upside-down 
by the time the play is over,” 


THE PLAY IS BASED on an actual 
historical incident—there really was 
a Princess Ymma who really was 
forced by King Ethelred to marry a 
teenaged Viking lord named 
Silence—but a painstaking devotion 
to historical accuracy was obviously 
not Buffini’s first priority when she 
wrote the script. Her dialogue has a 
colloquial, contemporary edge that 
often plunges into outright anachro- 
nism, and much of the play’s 
humour arises from the contrast 
between Ymma’s highly evolved 
feminist attitude toward sexual roles 
and the restrictive society she’s 
unlucky enough to have been born 
into. Some companies have treated 
the play as an outright comedy— 
back in January, for instance, a Van- 
couver production packaged it as a 
medieval romp in the vein of Monty 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


and acting makes 
challenging 
Bearing Witness 
a sight to see 


By CAROLYN NIKODYM 


id that the premise of this play 

| (aes the separate stories of a 
tortured political prisoner and an 
incest victim, and told that the play- 
wrights are two nursing professors, 
you'd might come to some negative 
notions about the quality of the pro- 
duction—especially if you also know 
the play was initially written as a 
teaching aid. But prepare to be sur- 
prised—under the skilled hand of 
Kathleen Weiss’s direction, Bearing 
Witness is something of a revelation. 
The two main characters, the pris- 
oner (Thrasso Petras) and Emma 
(Tracy Penner), never meet in the 
play, never acknowledge each other 
on stage, but playwrights Mark and 
Twilla Welch bring their different sto- 
ries together in such a way that the 
pair is a natural, albeit improbable, 
fit. The show begins with a series of 
tableaus of Emma with her family 
that are all joined together by the 
clicking of a camera, and which begin 
to tell her story. When Petras and 
Penner begin reciting their lines, they 
seem pulled from the air, not con- 
nected to anything, and end up giv- 
ing the sense that they, too, are not 
grounded. But by the end of that first 
scene, the uncomfortable truth 


begins to unfold. Not only does each 
have a difficult past, but each also has 
complex and conflicting emotions to 
overcome, which both Petras and 
Penner easily convey to the audience 

As the prisoner, Petras uses aerial 
tricks to hang himself and bind himself 
uncomfortably, while his jailer (Patrick 
Howrath) interrogates him from the 
catwalk above, from the shadows and 
from one of the several cage-like enclo- 
sures on the stage. Although it’s all 
symbolic torture, in that there are no 
physical depictions of beatings, Petras 
reacts to the verbal triggers of his tor- 
menter and creates a tension that is dif 
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ficult to watch. And Howrath is a 
wonderful jailer, capturing the smug- 
ness while avoiding becoming a one- 
dimensional “bad guy”—he maintains 
some likeable aspects to his character. 


BUT THE STAR of the show is Pen- 
ner, hands down. Make no mistake, 
though; she wasn’t easy to watch, as 
her character spins out of control as 
she grapples with her fear, hatred, 
defensiveness and self-loathing—it 
was damn uncomfortable. At one 
painful moment, Penner is fighting 
with a bedsheet, as it both strangles 
her and hides her, and her shadow is 
seen through it, where you know 
that this is exactly how this young 
woman must feel, because she is 
feeling it right there in front of you. 
The strong performances were 
helped by a fully realized set design 
and use of space. Incorporating the 
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institutional feel of the Timms Centre 
Second Playing Space into the set, 
designer Victoria Zimski created enclo- 
sures that, depending on the scene 
and lighting, could be jail cells, confes- 
sional booths or the closets where the 
boogieman hides. During the interro- 
gation, for instance, the jailer enters 
from a door on the catwalk above and 
deliberately makes his way overhead; 
while the sink in the back trickles hol- 
lowly, he comes down the ladder to 
his private prisoner viewing booth 
where he was lit from underneath, giv- 
ing him a ghastly look. Meanwhile, 
Emma's abusive father sits in wait in 
his enclosure, lit to give him deep 
facial shadows, for night to come, and 
it’s thoroughly disturbing. 

Bearing Witness is a difficult 
play—it conjures up brutal images 
and painful emotions. Although 
both Emma and the prisoner are 
obvious victims, it isn’t always easy 
to like them. The political prisoner's 
position, his reason for imprison- 
ment, is ambiguous in the play, cre- 
ating more of a gray area, which is 
compounded by the fact that Petras 
conveys the character's self-doubt so 
well, And Emma, in her torment, 
can be quite mean and belittling to 
her doting fiancé. But however 
unsettling, the play is a full theatri- 
cal meal with some stellar acting. © 

BEARING WITNESS 

Directed by Kathleen Weiss * Written-by 
Mark and Twilla Welch © Starring Tracy 
Penner, Thrasso Petras, Patrick Howrath, 
Ryland Alexander, John Wright and 
Karen Gartner * Second Playing Space, 
Timms Centre * To Sept 17 
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Ra notes 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 
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Long-lasting soap 


Dfe-Nasty! Soap-a-Thon: Sudza- 
palooza * Varscona Theatre ° Fri, 
Sept 16 (6 pm) Sun, Sept 18 (11 
pm) ° preVUE Every September, 
every theatregoer who's ever thought, 
“Boy, that Mark Meer is funny—| could 
watch him onstage for hours and never 
get bored!” gets a chance to put that 
belief to the test at the Varscona The- 
atre’s annual Soap-a-Thon, a weekend- 


long improv session starring the core 
cast members of the weekly improv 
soap opera Die-Nasty!, many of whom 
make a point of performing in the 
entire 53-hour event from start to fin- 
ish. Meer is the Soap-a-Thon’s iron 
man, having gone the distance nine 
times in the past, but Die-Nasty! regu- 
lars David Belke, Jeff Haslam and Dana 
Andersen are all members of the 53- 
Hour Club as well. 

Less celebrated, however, is the 
fact that the Soap-a-Thon also provides 
a rare opportunity for local actors who 
aren't known for their improv skills to 
spend a few hours onstage, trading 
quips with what is arguably the most 
skilled, cohesive comic ensemble in 
Canada. And according to actor Jesse 
Gervais, that’s a frightening prospect. 
“| was pooing my pants,” he laughs, 
recalling his Soap-a-Thon stint last year 
as a German hairdresser named, er, 
Herr Dresser. “Everyone there is super- 
super-supportive and keen on making 
everyone else look good, but even so, | 
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was just so terrified of the whole expe- 
rience. | can do a play with two weeks’ 
rehearsal and go onstage slightly 
unprepared and still feel fairly compe- 
tent, but going onstage at the Soap-a- 
Thon having no improv training was 
something else. It’s worse than 
karaoke—and karaoke's scary\” 

Gervais says the best advice he 
ever got on doing the Soap-a-Thon 
came from erstwhile Die-Nasty! actor 
Patti Stiles, who told him not to be 
afraid of being mundane—in other 
words, not to worry too much about 
being funny and just let the scene 
unfold naturally. Mark Meer agrees: 
“The best thing to do,” he says, “is 
just let things happen. If you relax into 
it, the story generally carries you along 
and takes care of itself.... But you 
know, it’s actually not so surprising 
when great actors do well at the Soap- 
a-Thon even if they’re not necessarily 
improv artists. It’s all just pretending. 
And whether they realize it or not, 
almost all of them have done some 
improvising in the past. Ad-libbing is 
improvisation, and if you've spent any 
time onstage, odds are you've had to 
improvise at some point.” 

Few performers exercise their 
improv muscles as avidly as Meer, 
though, who regards the Soap-a-Thon 
as “a semi-religious experience, like a 
vision quest” and who says his mind 
has gotten so used to having to stay 
conscious for 53 hours every year that 
he doesn’t even have hallucinations 
anymore like he used to. (“I kind of 
miss them,” he says wistfully. “I 
remember looking at the stage one 
year and it suddenly seemed tiny, like a 
doll’s house, as if | could reach out and 
move people around if | wanted to. 
But of course, | didn’t.”) This year’s 
Soap-a-Thon is set backstage at 
“Sudzapalooza,” a massive, star-stud- 
ded charity concert, and Meer is still 
mulling over what character to play— 


ac 


maybe Tom Waits, he says, or maybe 
he‘ll pay homage to the late Hunter S. 
Thompson and revive his “gonzo 
celebrity journalist” alter ego, Fisher T. 
Johnson. We'll see. 

And Gervais will be giving the 
Soap-a-Thon another whirl as well, 
although his character is likewise still 
up in the air. “| have a mustache,” he 
says, “and a sequined shirt. So that’s 
where I'll start. But | don’t know if | 
should be a rock star or just a boring 
roadie. Somehow | think I'll have a lot 
more fun being a roadie.” (PM) 


Better you than me 


Tough! * Azimuth Theatre * Sept 
15-18 © reVUE Hell hath no fury like a 
woman scorned—well, other than the 
fury of her protective best friend. And 
this is exactly what Bobby (played by 
Adam Keefe) discovers in George F. 
Walker's Toughl, as jill (Chelsea Thomp- 
son) really gives him the gears, and 
with great pleasure. 

After Bobby gets summoned to the 
park by his girlfriend Tina (Natasha 
Lewis), he gets a figurative one-two 
punch—she confronts him on his phi- 
landering ways; he finds out that she is 
pregnant, and, punch-drunk, he follows 
through with some humdingers: “It’s 
not a baby yet. Don’t call it a baby. 
You'll get attached to it,” and “I was 
going to break up with you. | had it in 
my mind. It’s been coming. It’s been in 
the back of my mind and then... it was 
in the front.” But Tina’s got her BFF 
with her in her hour of need, and fill 
gladly fills the role, offering to beat 
Bobby up at every opportunity, which 
she in fact does at one point in the 
play. If it sounds intense, that’s because 
it is. The play sits on a high-wire of ten- 
sion, with a fair amount of vertigo, and 
the stakes are high. 

That said, there is plenty of come- 
dy—albeit uncomfortable humour— 
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especially in Bobby; it’s the king , 
laughter you give up With a deo, 
exhale, really happy that it ain’t yoy ® 
there getting crucified. And, fo; th 


But there is also humour in his rej; 
tionship with Jill—it’s always been one ¢ 
mutual dislike, or is it secret like? Kees) 
and Thompson pull that strange chem, 
istry off incredibly well—you wouldn’ 
be surprised, if Tina wasn’t in the equa 
tion, if the two started making out pas 
sionately. That said, Thompson alway, 
wears this tough-girl smirk that doesn) 
always seem appropriate. Certainly, <j 
was not a woman that you'd want \) 
anger, but it was the tender momen 
that Thompson seemed to strugq|, 
with—and not in a “I’m tough and 
don’t do tender” kind of way. This mad 
the relationship between the best girl 
friends suffer slightly, as it didn’t alway: 
seem plausible that Thompson an, 
Lewis were as close as they should be. *y 

The moments between Lewis and 
Keefe are wonderful, however. Whilé 
Lewis manages her calm rage so well 
Keefe blathers on inanely about hi! 
hopes for his future. There was a sens¢ 
of history between the two, nicely cou 
pled with the supreme awkwardness 9 
their situation, that really makes yoy 
hope for Bobby, and for their futur 
together. 

By the end of the play, much of the 
intensity is burned off, and, interesting 
ly, the sentiments of each woma 
seem to reverse. While jill is ever aler! 
for her call to protective duty, Thomp- 
son delivers a sense that jill, too, hope) 
for Bobby to come around, and Tini 
pragmatically puts aside her hopes \o) 
deal with the reality, both allowing the 
maws of hell to shut down for anothe 
day. (CN) @ j 


Silence 


Continued from previous page 


Python—but Schmidt sees the mater- 
ial in quite a different light. 

“There's certainly a lot of Her- 
cules/Xena-style humour in it,” he 
says, “but I think doing it as a farce 
only works to the detriment of the 
script, which is so lovely and delicate 
and intelligent and which talks about 
some really important things. As an 
actor, you can’t wink to the audience. 
You have to think through these 
speeches—that’'s a word I use all the 
time in rehearsals—think through 
them and ground them in something 
that’s emotional and true to you, and 
then you can be so much more mov- 
ing to me. Or! can laugh at you even 
harder, because you’re taking the 
things you're saying so seriously.” 


MORE THAN any other director in 
town, Schmidt revels in making 
unexpected, unconventional casting 
choices, and Silence is no exception, 
from the selection of Jamie Lee 
Shebelski, a busy Saskatoon-based 
actor but a complete stranger to 
Edmonton audiences, to play the piv- 
otal title role, to Schmidt’s decision 
to take April Banigan, one of Edmon- 


ton’s warmest and most charming 
leading ladies, and cast her against 
type as Ymma, a woman who prides 
herself on being as disagreeable as 
possible to everyone she meets. 
“People always tell me, ‘You did- 
n't cast who I thought you'd cast,’ 
and I'm thrilled to hear that,” 
Schmidt says. “I think this role is a 
real challenge for April—it allows her 
to play a lot of things that she does- 
n’t normally play and isn’t even nec- 
essarily comfortable with. And Jamie 
said to me yesterday, ‘I’m finding this 
show a lot harder than I thought I 
would.’ Jamie has always played a lot 


of children onstage, but now »°'’ 
‘I'm finding that all the old stand 
tricks that let me play a cute, " ai 
11-year-old won't work here." 
‘Well, that makes sense. Afte' i 
when you're a fugitive teen?!" 
Viking being pursued by a lu ig 
bloodthirsty king in 11th-cen'”’ 
England, you've got to grow up {°° 


oe SILE ( 
' Directed by Trevor Schmidt © Writte" 
Moira Buffini * Staring Jom” * 
_. Shebelski, April 
es ye 
St) «Sept 16-25 +471. 
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DANCE 
KE: NATIONAL BALLET OF CANADA 
um, 11455 87 Ave (451-8000) + 
Wilkins 


LERIES/MUSEUMS 


'§ BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave 
b) * FRAGMENTS: Artworks exploring 
and textures by Alain Attar and Peter 
y; Sept. 17-30 * GALLERY WALK GALA 
GHT AND WEEKEND: Sept. 23-25 (10-5pm); 
pt, 23: Gala evening: (S-9pm) 


: CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186- 
St (488-6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm 
all hols) * SOJOURN OF FIRE: Pottery by 
y; until Oct. 15 * LINKS—ARTICULATION: 
p show of fibre arts; until Oct. 15 * NOMI- 
An exhibition featuring the winners and 
ominees of the ACC Fine Craft Awards; until 
pv. 19 


T MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Avenue 
1555) * Open Tue-Sun * Artworks by Chris 
_ New paintings by Downe Burns, Celia 
and Carmelo Sortino * Through September 


CLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482-1204) 
pworks by Norval Morrisseau, Daphne Odjig, 
Thomas, jane Ash Poitras, George Littlechild, 

ine Cardinal-Schubert, Jim Logan, Maxine Noel, 
jon Paquette and others 


)D'ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 9103- 
Ave. (461-3427) * FESTIVE ART: Artworks by 
ne Chalifoux, Anne Brodeur, Herman 
pulin, Janine Mousseau Anselmo, jody Swanson 
d Noboru Kubo * Until Sept. 27 


STL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621- 
(439-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm * 
iii PAINTING SHOW: Paintings by Christl 
* Until Nov. 1 


Sir Winston Churchill Sq * STATE OF 
E ART 100: Artworks by the members of the 
ta Society of Artists * Until Sept. 27 
AS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488- 
* New artworks by gallery artists and new 


Sept. 17-Oct. 1 


ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
(422-6223) * Open Tue-Wed and Fri 
n-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 
. Closed Mon * THE ROAD: CON- 
ING THE ALASKA HIGHWAY: until Oct. 2 © 
PHILOSOPHY: until Jan. 8 « ernie i 
Peacock; Sept. 17-Nov. 27 * Artwo! 
d Bur ; Sept. 17-Nov. 27 Kitchen 
by Lynn Malin; Sept. 17-Nov. 
Children’s ery: TIR-NA-NOG (FOREVER 
By Spider Yardley-jones * $9 (adult)/$6 
enior)/$3 (child 6-12)/free 
{child S and under) 


STUDIO 12419 Stony Plain 

‘Open Tue by appt. only; Wed-Fri 

Sat 10am-4pm, closed long week- 
ON 2005; Rotating show of 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fi, 
University Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492- 
0166) * Open: Mon-Thu (8:30am-8pm), Fri 
(8:30am-4:30pm), Sat (9am-noon) * NAKED VS. 
NUDE; until Sept. 21 * Artworks by Cathy Scott; 
Sept. 26-Oct. 5 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * Open 
Mon-Wed, Sat 10am-6pm, Thu-Fri 10am-9pm; 
Sun 12-5pm * Eskimo soapstone carvings, Inuk by 
C. Inukpuk, Eskimo and Indian silver and gold 
jewellery by J. McDougall 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) 
* MORBID ANATOMY: Installation by lan Forbes « 
Until Sept. 30 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-1312 St (426-4180) « 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm » 
N.A.FT.A? (NOT A FAIR TRADE FOR ALL): 
Photo/text installation by Fred Lonidier, repre- 
senting work, life, and labour struggles by 
Mexico’s maquiladora workers * Front Room: 
IN ONE’S OWN TIME: Photographs and posters by 
Lee Anne Pellerin * Until Sept. 24 * Reception: 
Sept. 15 (7-10pm) 


HUB NORTH LOUNGE U of A Campus (492- 
0614) * WOMEN’S PERSPECTIVES ON POVERTY: 
Photographs by low-income women and mem- 
bers of the Fair Income Project * Sept. 15-16 
Fran Guindon and Beryl Kootenay will discuss the 
photographs and describe their participation in 
the project; Thu, Sept. 15 (4:30pm) 


JEFE ALLEN ART GALLERY 10831 University Ave 
(433-5807) © Artworks and crafts by the instructors 
of the Strathcona Place Centre * Until Sept. 22 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) « 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; Sat 10am-Spm * 
Artworks by Mary Pemberton, Waltraut 
Unbekannt-Lafleur, Kerry Milligan and others; 
sand art by Helen Grifith; sculptures by Kay 
Wilson; masks by Noboru Kubo and Richard St. 
Amand * Through September 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) « 
Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5S:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm © 
Watercolours by Jim Painter; acrylic paintings by 
Remie Genest; etchings by Thelma Manary; prints 
by Toti; wood carvings by Adi; African masks ® 
Through September 


KAMENA GALLERY 5718-104 St (944-9497) « 
Open: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Thu 10am-8pm; Sat 
10am-Spm * Photography by Wei Wong; Chinese 
calligraphy, northern lights and floral water- 
colours by Willie Wong. Celebrating Women prints 
by Larisa Sembalink Chaladyn * Through 
September 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990 1161) 
PRAIRIE WATERS: Photographs by Eric Fredine * 
MOUNTAIN WATERS: Paintings and watercolours 
by Ross Munro * Sept. 16-Oct. 8 * Opening 
reception: Sat, Sept. 17 (2-4pm) 


LATITUDE 53 10248-196 St, 2nd FI (423-5353) 
* Main Space: WORKS IN PAPER: Photo-based 
sculptural artworks by Madeleine Sauve * 
Room: YOU LOOK LIKE YOU WHEREAS | TEND TO 
LOOK LIKE ME; Garage sale installation by Kara 
Uzelman * Until Oct. 8 


MANDOLIN BOOKS 6419-112 Ave (479-4050) * 
Paintings by Andrea Donini * Through 
September 


MANULIFE PLACE 10180-1011 St, Lobby Main Fl, 
and Office Tower Lobby 2nd Fl (476-8552) * 
ONLY IN ALBERTA: Artworks by the Society of 
Western Canadian Artists * Sept. 20-Oct. 28 


MCMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440- 


THEATRE NETWORK 


112 St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; 
Sat-Sun 1-8pm * RUSSIAN REFLECTIONS: Artworks 
by the Pasian Society of Artists, curated by 

larina Bazos; Sept. 17-Nov. 20; opening recs 
tion: Sept. 22 is pie 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) « 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * 
EARTH, FIRE WIND AND WATER: Installation by 
Sherri Chaba; until Oct. 1 * Dining Room Galery: 
Landscapes and floral paintings by Bobbie 
Mortensen; until Oct. 20 


MUDDY WATTERS CAFE 8211-111 St (719- 
7243) * Paintings on mirrors by Di Langille « 
Opening: Sun Sept. 11 * Until Oct. 30 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, 
St. Albert (459-1528) * Open: Mon-Sat 10am- 
Spm, Sun 1-Spm * NORTHERN OWLS; * Until 
Nov. 27 * Opening event: Paws, Claws and Jaws, 
Oct. 1 * Free 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
Stollery Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) « 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-2:30pm * TRANSUBSTANTIA- 
TIONS-IN MEMORY OF DAVID HUGGETT: Multi- 
media artworks, celebrating the life of poet and 
artist David Huggett; until Oct. 14 * Opening 
reception and readings: Thu, Sept. 15 (4-8 pm) 


PICTURE THIS 959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood Park 
(467-3038) » Metal sculptures by Rogelio Menz, 
landscapes by Audrey Pfannmuller, Dean McLeod 
and florals by Karoll Dalyce Brinton * Through 
September 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) * Open: Tue-Sat 
(10am-Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) * MYRIAD: 
Membership show; Sept. 8-23 


PROPAGANDA 10808-124 St * Mon 9am-Spm); 
Tue-Fri 9am-8pm; Sat am-4pm * A FAMILY 
STORY: Paintings by Saskia Aarts * Until Sept. 15 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM Wetaskiwin (1- 
800-661-4726) @ LIFE AND TIMES OF THE MOTOR- 
CYCLE * Until Sept. 17, 2006 


ROWLES GALLERY Mezz Level, 10130-103 St. 
(426-4035) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; Sat 12- 
Spm * Watercolours, oils, acrylics, sculptures in 
bronze, soapstone and metal, glass works and 
ceramics by Western Canadian artists * Alternate 
spaces: WESTIN HOTEL: acrylics by Kathryn 
Sherman * SCOTIA PLACE; watercolours and 
acrylics by Frances Alty-Arscott * SUN LIFE 
PLACE: oils by George Schwindt and acrylics by Bi 
Y Cheng 


THE ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 1 2845-102 Ave 
(453-9100) * Open Mon-Sun 9am-Spm * FROM 
HOOF PRINTS TO TANK TRACKS: The South Alberta 
Light Horse Regiment's role during the first and 
second World Wars; until Sept. 18 * TERRACE: 
ALBERTA CENTENNIAL SCULPTURE EXHIBITION: 
Sculptures by Andrew French, Ryan McCourt, Rob 
Willms; until Sept. 25 * ALBERTA COMMUNITIES: 
THEN AND NOW: until Nov. 13 


SADDLERY GALLERY 10137-104 St (423-4484) 
* Open: Tue-Sat 10am-7pm * /MMORTALIZING 
THE NUDE: interpretations of the human form by 
nine artists * Until Oct. 5 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * Group show of gallery 
artists featuring Douglas Haynes, Cynthia 
Gardiner, Noni Boyle, Tom Willock and more * 
Until Sept. 15 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open 
Tue-Sat 12-Spm * SYNTAX OF RESIDUE: BITS AND 
PEACES: Ontario artist, John Ford, uses found 
images to create his artworks * Until Oct. 15 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St 
Albert (460-5990) * Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; 
Sat 10am-4pm * PASSAGES: Paintings by Doris 
Charest * Until Oct. 29 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) * Open: 


ROXY 


Tue-Sat 10am-Spm, Thu 10am-8pm * IN A SPIN: 
EXPRESSIONS IN WOOD: Featuring wood furniture 
and photographic artworks * Sept. 22-Nov. 5 « 
Opening reception: Sept. 22 (6-9pm) 

UPSTAIRS GALLERY 2nd Fi, 11631-105 Ave 
(452-8906) * ILLINGWORTH KERR AND FRIENDS: 
Artworks by Illingworth Kerr, Marion Nicoll, }.D. 
Turner, Merle Stewart McKee, and W.L. Stevenson 
* Sept. 15-Oct. 14 « Opening reception: Sat, 
Sept. 17 (11am-4pm) 


URBAN ROOTS GALLERY 10143 Whyte Ave, 
2nd Fl (438-7978) « Sculpture by Ritchie Velthius, 
drawings by Burke and photography by Orianna « 
Until Sept. 30 

VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215- 
112 St (421-1731) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm 
* ASPECTS: Artworks by Shelley Rothenberger, 
Ruby |. Mah * Until Sept. 24 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, 10155-102 
St (426-2122) * THROUGH ALBERTA EYES. 
Photographs by Orest Semchishen, curated by 
Gordon Snyder * Until Sept. 16 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (432- 
9427) © Book release of Alberta Remembers 
Recalling Our Rural Roots with author Ken 
Tingley and artist Karen Brownlee * Sept. 
20 (7:30pm) 


MUDDY WATERS CAFE 8211-111 St (454-8287) 
* Liberate the Volce: Spoken word, poetry and 
other lyrical stylings by T.L. Cowan, Doug Barbour, 
Thea Bowering, John Guliak, Mary Pinkoski, Dawn 
Carter, Dwennimmen, Jeff Carpenter and Kreisha 
Oro. Followed by an open mic * Sat. Sept. 17 
(8pm) * Free 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, 
poetry, and performance art open stage hosted by 
the Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra * Every Thu 
(8pm) 


WHITEMUD CROSSING LIBRARY 4211-106 St 
(496-1822/492-7493) * Reading of Edmonton's 
Urban Villages: The Community League Movement, 
by Ron Kuban © Sept. 17 (24pm) 


LIVE COMED 


BLUE CHICAGO 14203 Stony Plain Rd (451- 
1402) * Comedy open mic hosted by Kathleen 
McGee * Every Mon (9pm) * Free 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard (469-4999) * Thu 8:30pm, Fri 
(8:30pm), Sat (8pm and 10:30pm) * Chris 
Wamen; Sept. 15-17 * Dave Stawnicky; Sept. 22- 
24 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 
8882-170 St (483-5999) * Show times nightly at 
8pm; weekends 8pm and 10:30pm * The Queen 
of Mean, Lisa Lampanelli. Featuring Marty McLain 
and Paul Brown, part of XXX Week; Sept. 15-18 * 
Urban Comedy: with Damon Williams, Melanie 
Comarcho, Rod Stapleton and Lisa Lampanelli; 
Sat, Sept. 17 (10:30pm) * Get Hypnotized! With 
Hypnotist Sebastian Steel; Tue, Sept. 20 * Improv 
in the Evening with The Second City Improv 
Players along with the Fresh Faces of Stand-Up; 
Wed, Sept. 21 * Just for Laughs winner Vic 
Luppucci along with 16 year old sensation Mike 
Todd and MC Rick Bronson; Sept. 22-25 


WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120 101 St 

(436-2286) * The Lederhoosers Super Comedy 
Dryhump * Every Fri (8:30pm) * Free 

YUK YUK’S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry 

Mall (481-9857) * Thu-Fri (Bpm) Sat (8pm and 


ty Mitchell Awa 


10:30pm) * Every Wed: Pro AM comedy (arte 
Kerry Unger, Brett Martin, Kevin Foxx; Sept 417 > 
Mike McDonald; Sept. 23-24 * Fundraiser to help 
those devastated by Hurricane Katrina; Sept. 28 


BEARING WITNESS 2nd Playing Space, Timms 
Centre for the Arts, U of A Campus (420-1757) « 
Stories centred around the lives of a man tortured 
for his political beliefs and a younger woman Who 
remembers her sexual abuse. Presented by the 
Faculty of Nursing and Department of Drama « 
Until Sept. 17 (7:30pm) * $20 (adult)/$10 (stu- 
dent) at TIX on the Square, door * Contains 
explicit material on sexual abuse and torture, not 
suitable for all audiences 


BLITHE SPIRIT Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 8928- 
TOTA Ave (425-1820) * By Noel Coward. Charles 
Condomine and his second wife, Ruth, invite a 
Psychic to perform a séance at their home. The 
ghost of Elvira, Charles’ first wife is inadvertently 


invited into the home causing disruption * Sept 
24-Oct. 16 


DIE-NASTY SOAP-A-THON Varscona Theatre 
10329-83 Ave (433-3399) © Fifty-three non-stop 
hours of Die-Nasty, the live improvised soap opega, 
featuring Edmonton's finest and most sleep- 
deprived performers with special quests from afar « 
Fri, Sept. 16 (6pm) through to Sun, Sept. 18 
(1pm), drop by any time * $12 (single épm- 
12am)/$10 (12am-6pm)/$30 (Soap-A-Thon pass) 


JEAN AND DINAH TransAlta Arts Barn, Westbun 
Theatre, 10330-84 Ave (421-7800/420-1757) « 
By Tony Hall, Rhoma Spencer and Susan 
Sandiford, Presented by Cariwest * Two friends 
self-discovery during the carnival in Trinidad and 
Tobago Sept. 16-18 (Fri-Sat 8pm, Sun 4pm) » 
$20 (Sept. 16-17)/$20 (adult)/$10 (child 10 and 
under, Sept. 18) at TIX on the Square, Ebony and 
Ivory, Cariwest 


THE LEISURE SOCIETY Theatre Network, Roxy 
Theatre, 10708-124 St. (453-2440) © Peter and 
Mary have everything they could want, but things 
take a wickedly erotic turn when their much-too 
wild friend Mark, comes over with his friend Paula 
* Sept. 20-Oct. 9 (8pm), Sun 2pm * $22 
(adult)/$18 (student/senior), $1 more on Fri and 
Sat evening; available at TIX on the Square 


SILENCE The Third Space, 11516-103 St (471- 
1586/420-1757) * By Moira Buffini, presented by 
Northern Light Theatre * Set in an England ruled 
by a King who won't get out of bed. A not-so-pure 
maiden is sent to marry a not-so-manly Lord, who 
is advised by a not-so-celibate priest. Mature con- 
tent and nudity * Sept. 16-25 (Tue-Sun 8pm, Sat- 
Sun 2pm) * $20 (opening night)/$18 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior) available at TIX on the Square; 
Two-for-One-Tues, Pay-What-You-Can-Wed 


TOUGH! Azimuth Theatre, 11315-106 Ave (420- 
1757/454-0583) © By George F. Walker, pr 
by Mischief and Mayhem Theatre * Sept. 15- 
(8pm) * $12 (adult)/$9 (student) 


THE PIRATES OF THE NORTH 
SASKATCHEWAN lubilations Dinner Theatre, 
8882-170 St, WEM (484-2424) * Until Oct. 16 


RIBBON Studio Theatre, Timms Centre for the 
Arts, 87 Ave, 112 St (492-2273/420-1757) * A 
one-woman show, written, performed and direct- 
ed by Patricia Darbasie, about the history of the 
black pioneers who homesteaded in Amber Valley 
* Sept. 21-Oct. 1 * Tickets are $5-$20 at TIX on 
the Square 


VINCENT Festival Place, 100 Festival Way, 
Sherwood Park (449-3378/451-8G00) * Actor, 
author Leonard Nimoy presents his one-man play 
about the life of Vincent van Gogh, set in a Paris 
lecture hall in july 1890, a week after Vincent's 
death * Sept. 16-18 (7:30pm) * $20 (show 
only)/$40 (dinner/show) 


THE LEISURE SOC 


“A vicious, erotically charged 


Francois Archambault 


eee 


spectacle full of cynical disdain 


ind gripping pathos.” 
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astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


Fae: | ARIES 


“Something we were withholding made us 
weak,” wrote poet Robert Frost. | hope you 
will consider the possibility that this 
describes your current predicament. It’s my 
astfGlogical opinion that your strength is 
being compromised by a feeling you're not 
exploring or an experience you're denying 
yourself or a gift you're refusing to give. You 
may think you're protecting yourself, but | 
believe it’s just the reverse. To reclaim the 
Vitality that has been shriveling up, unclench 
yourself in every way you can imagine. 


Pep | TAURUS 


| don’t recommend that you aim for perfec- 
tion—not now or ever. I’m equally skeptical 
of you seeking enlightenment, as it’s defined 
by Eastern religions. Perfection and enlight- 
enment are downright impossible in a world 
where change is the only constant. What 
constitutes perfection or enlightenment 
today won't be valid tomorrow, when the 
truth has evolved and God has showered us 
with an influx of previously unimaginable 
new circumstances. No, Taurus, what | sug- 
gest is that you cultivate love with all your 
ingenuity—both the capacity to give it and 
receive it. There’s no other undertaking that 
does more to build up your power and intel- 


ligence. And this week is an ideal time to be 
living proof of that fact. 


The Epson laser printer | got for my comput- 
er two years ago has worked great. It serves 
my needs beautifully. Our household also 
has a newer, more expensive Epson printer, 
which | bought for another computer, but it 
doesn’t work nearly as well. Unfortunately, 
the beloved original now has a malfunction, 
and | can’t find a single printer repairperson 
who'll even try to fix it. They say it’s an 
antique, and Epson doesn’t make parts for it 
anymore. Nonetheless, I'm determined to 
save it. I'm scouring eBay for old parts, and 
will learn printer repair skills myself if neces- 
sary. This is one time when the older version 
is definitely worth preserving. According to 
my analysis of the astrological omens, Gemi- 
ni, you're facing a similar problem with a 
comparable solution. 


SPR TCANGER sw 1-1 2 


“\f you want to draw a bird, you must 
become a bird,” counseled the Japanese 
artist Hokusai. Indian activist Mahatma 
Gandhi practiced a related strategy: “You 
must be the change you wish to see in the 
world.” | have yet another perspective to 
add to the mix: Become more like the peo- 
ple you admire most. Place these three sug- 
gestions at the core of your daily rhythm in 
the coming week, Cancerian. 


AR TLE sy 2-na 


“It ain’t cheating if you don’t get caught,” 
said baseball star Billy Martin, who was 
renowned for his belligerent trickster shtick. 
Trainer Victor Conte, who has been accused 
of providing steroids to professional baseball 
players, offers a different angle: “It’s not 


cheating if everyone is doing it.” | beg you 


to disavow their beliefs, Leo. While it’s true 
that everyone is doing the kind of fudging 
you're contemplating, and though you 
probably wouldn’t be caught, to do so 
would be bad for your karma, your dharma, 
your charisma, and your ability to attract 
what you need. Be stupendously ethical, 
sublimely impeccable. 


The planetary omens for you are all about 
revelation and flashes of insight, so | don’t 
think I’m being too outrageously optimistic 
when | predict that the coming days will 
bring you more “aha!l”-type experiences 
than you've had in the past four months 
combined. In fact, ‘Il be bold and call this 
Eureka Explosion Week. To get yourself in 
the mood, read these definitions of the word 
“epiphany”: a stroke of realization about the 
meaning of something important; a sudden 
flow of inspiring knowledge without 
thought; a perception of a previously hidden 
reality by means of a burst of intuition. 


DLIBRA z3- net 22 


Some years ago, | fell in love with the wrong 
woman. The misadventures that ensued pro- 
vided me with enough reasons to stay hum- 
ble forever. The experience was proof that 
I'm as subject to bouts of self-deception as 
everyone else in the world. It was also a 
reminder that while some people might con- 
sider me wise, I’m at best an apprentice 
mage stumbling my way through a crash 
course in the mysteries of being a human 
being. My gratitude for all these educational 
blessings has been enormous. | bring this to 
your attention, Libra, because now is a good 
time to marshal your appreciation for compa- 
rable pride-leveling events in your own life. 
Since you're poised on the verge of a new 
phase of success, it’s the perfect moment to 


recall how much you still have to learn. 


+ [SCORPIO 
| eo | Oct 28 - Nev 21 


Sometime in the coming weeks you could 
begin a project that will take at least 12 
years to complete. Will it be worth spending 
that much time? I believe it will, though you 
might not think so now. In fact, you may not 
even be inclined to launch the project if you 
imagine it can’t be completed by 2008. 
From what | can tell, though, the purpose of 
the long adventure is bigger than you’re 
able to foresee, and the ways it will change 
you are important in ways you cannot yet 
understand. 


tai) [SAGITTARIUS n-ne 


Let’s work on dissolving one of your fears. 
The time is right: Cosmic forces are aligned 
to help you pump up your courage. In fact, 
life is conspiring to bring you experiences 
that could free you of harmful anxieties and 
wipe away phobic imprints. So choose a 
feeling of dread—any feeling of dread—and 
visualize it embodied in front of you in the 
form of a specific scene. Now picture the 
scene unfolding on a large raft at a beach. 
Start laughing at what's transpiring; compel 
yourself to chuckle if necessary, or focus on 
anything you find ridiculous. Notice that the 
force of your laughter is propelling the raft 
out to sea. Keep giggling and guffawing, 
pushing it further and further out until it dis- 
appears over the horizon. Do this exercise 
once a day until October 1. 


It’s a ripe moment for you to explore the mys- 
teries of the void. I’m not being glib; you'd 
really benefit from becoming better friends 
with emptiness. Your well-being would rise a 
few levels if you expanded your appreciation 


for the’ doing nothing and thinking 
nothing. Do you dare live without you; pre 
cious opinions and ambitions for a fev dayy 
Are you brave enough to gaze into the hea 
of the great unknown and be free of the Need 
to explain it, change it, or judge it? a 


(> [AURIS 


A few years ago, the CEO of Ford Motors 
ogized for making SUVs. William Ford 
referred to the Excursion, one of his compa 
ny’s huge pollution generators, as the "f,,. 
Valdez,” associating it with the ship tha, 
despoiled the Alaskan environment with an olf 
spill back in 1989. And yet that didn’t st, 
Ford from continuing to manufacture Bae 
zlers. He saw the error of his ways but didn 
Correct it. Make him your anti-role mode in 
the coming days, Aquarius. After you realize 
your mistake or excess, be gleefully uninhibi:, 
ed about fixing it and making amends. 


Co 


A blogger named Allison wrote thi: 
about me and my horoscopes at Beautifulsi. 
Prise.blogspot.com: “Brezsny’s a little loopy 
A little out there. A little I would hay 
stopped for that red light, officer, but {ittj. 
green men from my personal goddess realy) 
on the fifth parallel told my cat that | shou 
be taking echinacea and bee pollen for 
sniffles, and I didn’t think it prudent to ig: 
such a suggestion.’” Here’s my reaction: Lik 
all of us, | periodically come across pe 
who have a very different concept of me 
than | have of myself, but this discrepancy ( : 
extreme. In my own eyes, I’m grounded and 
full of common sense. And while | appreciate 
the New Age, | don’t use its vernacular o 
share all of its values. | mention this, Pisces 
as an example of your assignment in the 
coming week. Identify people with cracked 
notions about you, and either correct ther 
or separate yourself from them. ® 


poly 
Ven} 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 
or e-mail Glenys at 


listings@vueweekly.com 
Deatiline Is Friday at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


BIGGEST STORY IN 2000 YEARS StillPoint 
Healing Centre, 10350-124 St (479-0620/452- 
9388) * Lecture by Todd Lorentz * Mon, Sept. 
19 (7-9:30pm) * Donations 


BIOFREEDOM Organic Roots 8225-112th St « 
Information booths and showing the film The Future 
of Food * Fri, Sept. 23 (6:30pm) © Free 


BOREAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 7, 63284- 
104 St; every Thu (6:30-8:30) * Organic Roots, 8225- 
122 St * Every third Thu (6:30pm) 


BROADCAST JOURNALIST, SCOTT RENSBERGER 
Grant MacEwan College, City Centre Campus, 2nd 
FI, Rm 7-284, 10700-104 Ave (468-0100/468-0264) 
* Seminar and talk presented by the Canadian 
Assocation of Journalists * Sat, Sept. 17 (9am) * $20 
(student/CA] member)/$30 


EDMONTON JANE AUSTEN SOCIETY Edmonton 
Rr Stanley A. Milner Library * Featuring read- 
ings on the new beginnings in Sense and 
Sensibility * Sept. 24 (2-4pm) * Free 


EDMONTON RUSSIAN CLUB Royal Canadian 
Legion, 10425 Kingsway Ave (908-5906/455- 
5867) * Opening banquet and dance Sept. 24 
(6pm) * $25 

ENERGY AWAKENINGS Crafters and Artisans, 


Capilano Mall (428-5456) « Free Feng Shui based 
personal consultations with Francis Young every Sat 


FOUR SEASONS SPEAKER'S SERIES Athabasca 
University Edmonton Leaming Centre, Peace Hills 
Trust Tower, 11 Fl, 10011-109 St (428-2064) * Tracy 
Fleck will be discussing youth participation in gover- 
nance activities * Sept. 21 (noon-1:30pm) * Free 
GARDENING WITH HEART Riverbend Gardens 
3830-195 Awe (886-6091) * Learn to build a man- 
dala garden, water play and hands-on garden-raising 
* Sat, Sept. 17 (10am-4pm) « Free 


GLOBALIZATION AND NEO-LIBERALISM: 
FUTURE PROSPECTS AND ALTERNATIVE Tory 
Breezeway, U of A Campus, 
www.ualberta.ca/GLOBALISM/conference « 
Lectures hosted by the Globalism and Its 
Challengers project * Fri, Sept. 23 (9am-4pm) 


HEALING POWER OF FOOD-FULL MOON CELE- 
BRATION StillPoint Healing Centre, 110, 10350-124 
St (452-9388) * Presented by Christine Muirhead, 


8:30pm) * Donations 


LIVING POSITIVE wvaw.edmiivingpositive.ca (1-877- 
975-9448/488-5768) « Edmonton Persons Living 
with HIV Society * Every Tue (7pm): Peer-facilitated 
support groups * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MEDITATION © Garneau United Place, 11148-84 
Ave (412-1006) Drop-in meditation with with 
Gen Kelsang Phuntsog; every Thu (7-9pm); $10 
(donation) * Diamond Way Buddhist Centre, 4th 
Fl, 10314 Whyte Ave (455-5488) free meditations 
every Wed (8pm) * City Arts Centre, 10943-84 
Ave; The Way of Life meditation; last Tue each 
month (7pm door) * Transmission Meditation, 
Stillpoint Healing Centre, 10350-124 St (433- 
3342) every Tue, Thu, Sun (8-9:30pm); free 


PERSONAL WELLNESS NATURALLY Crafters and 
Artisans, Capilano Mall (428-5456) * Free consulta- 
tions with Joanne Chan, every Thu/Fri (10am- 
3pm)/Sat (10:30-5:30pm) 


RESISTING THE EMPIRE: CHALLENGES TO US 
POWER Lister Conference Centre, 116 St, 87 Ave, U 
of A Campus (492-8558) * Panel discussion featuring 
speakers Lori Wallach, Ricardo Grinspun, Maria Teresa 
Gutiérrez-Haces, Dorval Brunelle, Marjorie Griffin 
Cohen, Alejandro Alvarez * Sept. 23 (7-9:30pm) and 
Sept. 24 (9am-Spm) 


SEA SHEPHERDS CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre, Lower Level, 100 
St, 102 Ave (988-2713/469-1448) * Presentation by 
Captain Paul Watson * Thu, Sept. 15 (7pm) 


SPIRITUALITY-CARING FOR THE CAREGIVER: 
AN ECUMENICAL SEMINAR Newman Theological 
College, 15611 St. Albert Trail (447-2993) * Dr. 
Gwen Miller discusses Ethics and Spirituality in the 
Health Care Workplace * Sat, Sept. 24 


TOASTMASTERS St. Paul’s Church, 4005-115 Ave 
(476-6963) * Learn public speaking; every Thu (7- 
9pm) * Baker Centre, 10th Fl, 10025-106 St (477- 
2613) Upward Bound Toastmasters; every Wed 
(7pm) * University of Alberta, Business B9 (492-0910) 
Business and Beyond Toastmasters Club, practice and 
enhance your skills; every Monday (6:30 pm) 


THE VOLUNTARY SECTOR AND CIVIL SOCIETY 
Citadel Maclab Theatre (886-6091 /425-1820) « 
Lecture by humanitarian, Stephen Lewis * Sept. 17 
(3:30-4:30pm) * $10 at the Citadel box office 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION Meet at 
Bonnie Doon Recycle, 85 St, 85 Ave (467-7435) * 
Free guided hike, approx. 11km at Miquelon; Sept. 
18 (9am) * (434-6234) Free guided hike, approx. 
11km at Berg Stopover; Sept. 25 (9pm) 

WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH STRAW, PLASTIC 
DROP SHEETS, AND 2X4'S7 Riverbend Gardens 
3830-195 Ave (886-6091) * Learn to design a solar 


greenhouse, and building with strawbales * Sat, 
Sept. 24 (10am-4pm) © Free 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus Sex, 
sexual, gender differences in education and culture 
focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
(andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP bwcoffee- 
group@yahoo.ca * Social group for bi-curious and 
bisexual women * Second Wed each month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) « 
Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488-6636) * 
Open daily 9-3, Fri 8-3 * Mon: Amateur strip contest 
(12:30); DJ Alvaro, Ashley Love * Tue: Free pool, 
Malebox, D} Arrowchaser * Wed: Gurlz Gone Wild 
Midnite: with Dj Eddy Toonflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley 
Love, Yohko Oh-no, quests « Thu: Wet Undies Contest 
(12:30); with DJ Squiggles, Yohko Oh-no * Fri: DJ 
Alvaro dance party, male strippers * Sat: Theme par- 
ties, leather/fetish dungeon, free pool, pool tourna- 
ment, DJ Arrowchaser * Sun: Stardust Lounge with Mz 
Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair (11pm), Dj Eddy Toonflash 


DOWN UNDER 12224 Jasper Ave (482-7960) * 
Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
(422-6207) * An organization for gay men and les- 
bians in business and their non-gay friends to share 
business knowledge, leam, make friends and network 
in a positive, proud space where being yourself is the 
norm 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 
11456-Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hivedmon- 
ton.com * Programs and support services for people 
affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related iliness- 
es. Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduc- 
tion, education, advocacy and public awareness cam- 
paigns 

INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based orga- 
nization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified 
and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, acad- 
emic, straight allies and support staff * Third Thu 
each month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) or Marjorie 
(mwonham@ualberta.ca) for schedule 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. 
Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 
(490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, 
treatment and harm reduction in French, English 
and other African languages * Every 3rd and 4th _ 
Sat (9am-Spm) * Free (member)/$10 (membership) 
* Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and com- 
petitive swimming with coaching, beginners encour- 
aged to participate. Socializing after practices * Every 
Tue and Thu 


MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE Pride Centre, 10010- 
109 St (488-3234) © Every Sun (7pm): A safe, sup- 
portive, confidential discussion group talking about all 
gay related issues, for men at any stage of coming 
out * Free « talkingwithpride@hotmail.com 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 10010-109 St (462-5958) « 
Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 
7:30pm * Support/education for parents, families and 
friends of lesbians/gays/bisexuals/transgenders 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back 
entrance (990-0038) * Lesbian and gay 
bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun- 
Thu 8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * Wed: Amateur 
strip with Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, Dj Alvaro * Thu: 
Rotating shows: Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest 
Link game second and last Thu with D} | © Fri: 
Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New European music with D] 
Outtawak Downstairs: Dj Jazzy © Sat: Every Sat like 
new years: Upstairs: Monthly theme parties with D} 
Jazzy Downstairs: New music with D] Dan and Mike « 
Long weekend Sundays: Betty Ford Hangover Clinic 
Show: Every long weekend with D] Jazzy * Tue-Thu 
$1 (member)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (mem- 
ber)/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) © 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 
Daily (noon) * Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and Tizzy 
(7-12pm) * Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool tourmaments 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Pride Centre 
10010-109 St. www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Every 
Sat (7-9pm) * An adult facilitated social/support 
group for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, and 
straight youth under the age of 25 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


ACCORDION EXTRAVAGANZA South East Seniors 
Centre, 9350-82 St (462-8345) * Edmonton 
Accordion Extravaganza, Accordion Extravaganza * 
Sept. 23-25 * Friday Parade of Champions Concert 
(7:30pm); $12 * Saturday Playmates Dance (8pm): 
$15 (incl. lunch) * Sat-Sun day: $6/free (kids 12 and 
under day only) * Tickets available at TX On The 
Square, r 


AIDS WALK FOR LIFE City Hall (488-5742, ext 227) 
© Sept. 18 (11:45-4pm) * Walk with Georges 
Laraque * After party at the Roost 


(CHANGE FOR CHILDREN’S DINNER AND SILENT 
AUCTION Khazana Restaurant, 10177-107 St (448- 
1505) * Music, East Indian cuisine, arts and crafts 
Sun, Sept. 25 (6pm) * $55 at Earth’s General Store, 
Khazana Restaurant, CFCA offices 

(CNIB INDEPENDENCE IN MOTION 
WALK/RUN/STROLL Rundle Park, ACT Family 
Centre (460-1756) * 3km Family Sensory Adventure 
Walk, 8km Challenge Run, 1km Seniors Stroll, in hon- 
our of Tony Thibaudeau * Sept. 25 


DISORGANIZE INFOFAIR Tory/Business Atrium 
(492-0614) * Featuring media activism with Jar 
Malanowski (filmmaker), and Stealth for Healt! 
with the Hope Initiative Project and more * Thu, 
Sept. 15 (12-4pm) * Free 


DOLLHOUSE MINIATURE SHOW Fantasyland 
Hotel, www.miniature.net/Edmonton * Sun, Sept 
18 (10am-4pm) | 


FALL BOOK SALE Level P3N, Libtary Parkade | 
the Stanley A. Milner Library, 100 St, 102 Ave (490 
1856) * Sept. 24 (9am-6pm), Sept. 25 (1-Spm) 


FASHION WEEK Planet Ze Design, 10055-80 Ave | 
(428-3499)  Fall/winter fashion show with a pi 

of pang 2006 featuring Edmonton designers, | 

try leaders, photographers * Until Sept. 16 


LEONARD COHEN NIGHT Westin Hotel Ballroom 
10135-100 St (420-1757/433-4652) An evening! 
song, poetry and video featuring Vicky Hynes, ba! 
Ladouceur, Craig Schafer, Lionel Rault, Ann Vrien 
and others inte! ing Cohen’s works * Sat, Se; 
24 (5:30pm) * $60 (adult)/$25 (student/senio') * 
TIX on the Square (incl. dinner) 


MOTHER DAUGHTER WALK Laurier Park, 13! 
Buena Vista Rd (451-4545) * Heart and Stroke 

Foundation * Sun, Sept. 25 (7:30am registratio. 
8am breakfast, 9:30am walk) 


NORTH OF NOWHERE EXPO Various venues, . 
www.edmontonsmallpress.org (905-3762) * 
Multidisciplinary festival of i it media an 
underground art * Sept. 16-30 * $8/$25 (NoN Or 
full access passports) available on-site 


PARKINSON'S SOCIETY OF ALBERTA SUPER 
WALK Rundle Park, Family Centre, 2902-113 Ave * 
Raise money for research and support services * 
Sept. 24 (10:10am opening ceremony) 

PICNIC IN THE PARKLAND McFall Ranch (4 
8558/420-1757/488-6611) * Hot meal and 
music featuring Lionel Rault, Bomba Trio, Stev° 
Pineo ¢ Sun, Sept. 18 * $50 (adult)/$10 (chi? 
14) at Parkland Institute, TIX on the Square, 
Alberta Craft Council 


TAKE BACK THE NIGHT City Hall * March co" 
mencing * Fri, Sept. 23 (7-9pm) 

TIBET BAZAAR Inglewood Community Hall, |/° 
116 Ave (479-0014) * Heseiog oy jewellery, 
clothing, books and more from © Sept. 24-2 
(10am-Spm) * $5 

WINES OF CHILE FESTIVAL Edmonton At 
Gallery, 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422- . 
6223/4201 757) * Chilean wines, south wester 
tapas and lively Latin beats by the Marco Clev* 
Trio * Tue, Sept. 20 (7-10pm) * $42/$150 (': 
at the EAG, TIX on the Square 


(ORLD PEACE DAY Ashbourne, Garneau U 
ater, 11148-84 Ave * The Edmonton Inte" 
Centre present a service. Members will 
speak on their faith's commitment to peace * 
Wed, Sept. 21 (12-1pm) 


followed by a meditation « Fri, Sept. 16 (7:00- 
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studios for rent 


Artist Studios & Storage Space for rent 
Clasified ad in 200-500 SF. Great Downtown location at 
your sified ad in location at the 
fuesday before publi 


ee §=EMPLOYMENT oe ca enn 
opportunities OPPORTUNITY 


income? Energeti iividual: 
skills needed to dance 
ven I company in Alberta. 
Pa www.incomeforu2.com 


ordi Seare derepulatfonnow.com Part-time/Full-time 


hal see . 
ol classes Days/Evenings 


€ Mile Zero Dance Paid Weekly 


upcoming events 


Edmonton Pop Culture Fair. Sun, Oct. 2, 2005. 
Edmonton Aviation Heritage Centre 11410 
MAKES Oam-4pm, Admission $4. Free 
Parkin} lin 78 oe or visit 
www.popculturefair.com_ 


BLIRAYED 


BY OUR GOVERNMENT 


is) ‘the Pad, at nige23-101 st is now 
n't pring a ran, lasses for all ages. For . 
Roeacalla7eas73. Extra income 


4 in 


lizelln 
bit LEARN TO MEDITATE 
Thurs, 7-9pm University area. 


or Career Opportunity 


Drop in for meditation $10 - $5 for students 
412-1006 www.meditationalberta.org 


Oprah Wintrey told her 


education viewers the story of a 2 
i Perfect for single professional este - ony $125,700. wn saaga 
Emu jdeamsinto acareer! 702-5519 Over 1000sq,ft.of nevity decorated living space inthis man and his 14-year-old yet 
*”” Vancouver Academy of Dramatic 7s ; a - — ane . 
lige eee ae bin) te log. The man was forced 
www.vadastudios.com Are you unemployed and have a disability? On Sit 7 = 
Placement Sevicks assists individuals achieve their CONTACT: RENE BLADON, REMAX RIVER CITY 0 leave his tlog dl an ; 
for sale SB Theatr este wana sapanc —e = 
ae eA interstate rest stop and " 
roomed CouSs200°S1955,, ———~—CRANGEVOURUF TRAVEL TECH ENGUSH “hope forthe best” 
never used. Cost $4,200. $1,795. : Fi H ENGLISH 1 7 
Free delivery. Can deliver 453-3755. We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around FOR SALE One tor the best xh ahanavwelhee or 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by whi fh (| + 
Moving Sale: correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. NORWOOD en fe Was Bvactiate 
Exercise bike “Power Rider”, Wurlitzer Omni Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941 to Raton Aol ‘Aleve Orleass chitd wes ordered by # 
2000 organ w/bench, oak dining room suite - . 8427-115 Ave. Ot. voliea alfce! to abandoo hia dom, sen th 
table & 6 chairs, china cabinet w/hutch, male seeking female na Sowa eo bai ors by ea: 
favy chesterfield and chair - reclining new, brass excellent condition, boas frou tho Superdome. The boy was 
stand w/8 glass shelves, vertical garden shed lam as.w.m. age 56, due to polio | use a leg 2 bedroom bungalow. oglacaw bind ty ae 
3'x4’x68", 13" TV - colour. Ph 434-0623 brace and have chronic neck pain. For 3 years i Hardwood floors, large livin mame eat In cabs om Later vesting fo Me 
volunteered at the U of A Hospital. I'm friendl 6 INg etrees chet the ollions toes tre anienal —becane dl tens betwed trials 
and would like to meet a nice petite lady 45-58. room, bedroom and bath in trom his hada. 


Bed, Queen extra thick orthopedic pillowtop 1 do get lonely, my hobby i 4 hy I lik a 
boxspring & matt. New cost $950, sacrifice treats Contact banrelidcecketeloeaet percent sel fence. (We tt fears trom thi horror nd 
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chal venice ottares hes evacuees be work ta ensure that exch berrors wre? 


hell §250. King avail at $450. Can Deliver 453-3077 “F = vt carol agus thaws Vio 
5 : ™ ron w CaN Scares, wre can do bes fer oar Citice es 
E help wanted 486-0963, 454-8185 Seer rans 


A REAL OPPORTUNITY sunernen mlomavRoyehicReadings | 
To earn a MASSIVE INCOME. juperflea Market, booth #69, 12011T-111 Ave. Sat . ee > 
ermal -soosesi a1 Saale | workshops 
Call 1-800-691-4133. | What You Can Oo | 


services CERAMIC CLASSES 

Greenwear & ceramic supplies. Tues or Wed 

evening. 7-10. Certified Teacher, Southside. 
Lori at 434-0623, 


SISTUDENTS 


ot 1 Charity requires student SSIS E—E—— EEE , Bust are ge he to errs ‘ | 
fundraisers! Paid Daily. Call Today, Voice cartoons, write and voice commercials and ald ven | 
et Start TODAY! 4-9 PM shift. fo STAN Le ean freee ce a ptemel ae | 
low wavw.sharkbytes-studios.com/workshops.htm ras autin di ie 7 
Call Priority Group, 497-7969 Call 944-1686 temtie “ ase open palted - ~ 
op orwruht. Call P57-$22-7282, extension #122 cr vist WelpingAnimalis com = 


see neve ard Sex further iceman aed update 


musical instruct 


stract required. GUITAR or Bass Lessons. Creative & experienced 


To place your ad in Vue Weekly Classifieds 
Phone Carol at 426-1996 for more information 


[ARN EXTRA CASH Driving teams wanted (sin- 
aidnoun ) day and nighttime positions open, 
ict 


les 
le, cell paane and drivers al 
all 483-1273 12-9pm. 


musician. Metal to Worsh. Great value - ask why! Joe 
490-1113. 
SONIC newscaster wanted. 
No exp. necessary. = 
Listen to Sonic 102.9 for more info. EXPERIENCED VIOLIN TEACHER 
{Edmonton Symphony etc.) All ages and levels. Es " —- 
Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), South central location. Jim Cockell 426-7967 Tea ch Englis h Ove rseas 
. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking Cee *, 
for reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. MODAL MUSIC INC. 3 Laer all 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 4 Days in 
Online/Correspondence 


Travel and Earn Great Money 


1,000's of Jobs Worldwide 
FREE INFO SEMINAR: 
Tuesday 7pm 


7712-104 St 


(Calgary Troll Southbound Across from Save-on-Foods) 


and percussion. 
8 vty Private instruction: focus on individual! 
ater Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees. 


LOVE THE ARTS! Quality music instruction since 1981. 


FOR ENTHUSIASTIC, FRIENDLY, HIGHLY 
QUALIFIED & EXPERIENCED PIANO & VO 

INSTRUCTION FOR ALL AGES/LEVELS 
In the Forest Heights area, call Aaron (BA 
Honours performing arts: music program, 

Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts, 
Liverpool, England) (78) 504-5786. 


THREE LINES 
FOR $12.50 


agus 2) waseweekty QE) SEPTEMBER 15-21, 2005 


FREE* FREE* FREE* FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 


oy USE MEDIA CODE: 800 
MOST LOCAL WOMEN! 


2889/e-m office®vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303- 
108 St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 


artist to artist 


Profitless Web Zine needs punk writers and contribu- 
tors, pays in self worth and a lifetime of joy. Help us 
break-even: Writers@PunkTV.ca. 


Saddlery Gallery is accepting submissions for upcoming 
shows. 423-4484, 10137-104St 


ELOPE is holding auditions for "Fiddler on the Roof’, 
Sept. 14-16. Book your audition, ph ELOPE, 988-0806. 


Extras needed for indie film. Speaking roles also avail- 
able. Call 221-9999 e-m: ragingbuddha@shaw.ca 


Alberta St. George of England Society 
CHOIR. Please contact Vince for information. 436-8317 


Focus on Fibre Art Association is seeking entries for 
Juried competition/show of fibre art, Deadline: Feb 10, 
2006. Ph Shirley 469-1783 


Call for submissions: Profiles Gallery looking for sculp- 
tors for /n Sequence. Deadline: Sat, Oct. 1 (4pm). Ph 
Heidi, 780-460-4310 for info 


Art instructors needed at Harcourt House Arts Centre. 
Call 426-4180 or e-m: harcourt@telusplanet.net 


Call to Enter ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest 
artists. Incl; Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


Art classes at Harcourt House Arts Centre. 
Register now! Ph 426-4180 or visit www.harcourt- 
house.ab.ca for more info. 


f Wicked way to 
hook up! 


— chat FREE 
»HOT LOCAL SINGLES! | 


= 


Nightline | 


PERSONALS 


* Free chal for Freedom Package members, M-F 3am ~ 5pm for up to 
2months! Restrictions apply. 18+. No liability. 


For Women Seeking Romantic 
Affairs & the Men Who 
Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 470,000 
Ad Profiles 


= 
# 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


ARE YOU THINKING SERIOUSLY ABOUT YOUR MUSIC CAREER??’ 
THE COOP RECORDING STUDIO can get you on the right path, 


If you want a great sounding demo or a 
complete album, we can do it at an 


unbelievably low price. 


Cut a track for $150. Studio Producers ay i 
Great for first time artists, demo work, Mus: 
minutes! Call 944-1686, 


wwwsharkbytes-studios.com 


Local established hard rock cover band lookj 
for an experienced Bass Please call Mari. 4 


Professional bass pl: available f r 
band. Electric, fretless. great pear Yeu ne 
y 


appearance. Serious inquiries only 473-0¢ 


Guitar player/songwriter seeks female i 
writer/singer for collaboration. Rod 47-06, 


Trombone pi. needed f ’ 
big band. Call'od 459-7095 0" | 


Award winning local pop/rock band lookino 
dynamic male lead mene Please ph Jou ¥¢: 
6161. " \ 


- . — 
Looking for a songwriter to collaborate wii), | 
pop and country styles. 409-3854 


Singer/rythm guitarist seeking to start a soft ro: 
Bandini Coldplay Radiohead GGD, Mi 3 
OLP, Pilate, 3eB, ph. David 490-9220 after =.’ 


oO  __ 
Keyboard player needed for working rockin’ f\, 
band. Vocals an asset. Phil 458-2175 | 


Ge 
Professional drummer/guitar player needed fo; <,,. 
cessful metal tribute. Experience and pro gear ; 
221-2147. 
— 
18 yr old drummer seeks guitarist to jam with. c,) 
Mike 488-6692. 
_ 
Exp. singer/guitarisvfrontman avail for FT PT work if 
styles. 473-4081, mrjtk@hotmail,com . 


————<—<——<___m__ 
Professional drummer/guitar player needed for m< 
tribute. Experience and pro gear req. 221-2147 | 
ss 
Singer available. Into AC/DC. Call 489-7625 
————————___ 
Recording Piciecy req electronic producer, fem 
vocalist. Eventually accompany for shows. 473-(é( 
———— 


Experienced Guitar Instructor Required! 
ca Contact Jeari 41 6-2619' 


——————————— 
Edmonton Columbian Choirs requires sin; : 
adult, no exp. nec. Ph Beth 430-6806, Heather 4 
8325, St. Joseph’s High School Sept. 6, 6:30p: 


Bassist wanted for heavy metal group Hammer « 
Eden. Ph Eric 686-3814. 


291) 
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liver health. 
health promoters, public 
we will provide mentor- 
issa 444-1547, 


Parkinsons. Sat, Sept. 24, Rundle 
intre. Pre-registration: Sept. 17, 19- 
i at Running Room Stores, 

w alk.com, 482-8993. 
olunteers needed to take new immigrants on a 
0 with stop at local grocery store. Ph 
Valerie 424-3545 


SL Tutors ur needed 2 hrsiwk. Ph PA.LS., 
24-5514. Help someone learn English as a sec- 
ond language. Training materials provided. 


needed in various 
‘Help newcomers improve their language skills. 
Tue or Thu, 10am-12pm. Ph Valerie 424-3545 


library locations. 


HELP STOP THE VIOLENCE. Become a 
Respected Volunteer Prevention Educator with 
the Canadian Red Cross. 10 days of training in 
Oct. Call 423-2680 


ed? In a tough spot? Talk to us! 

In Counselling 482-INFO (4636) 
The Support Network 
www.thesupportnetwork.com 


Overwhels 


immigrant youth improve their math, 
1 and science skills! Volunteers needed 
{u (3:30-Spm) for intensive work. Ph Suzanne, 

0 ite Centre for Newcomers, 

423-9677. 

rain Neurobiology Research atU ofA 
individuals suffering from SEVERE PMS for 

search study. Ph 407-3775. Reimbursement. 


n Neurobiology Research at U of A 

ss individuals suffering from PANIC ATTACKS 
Fresearch study. Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement 
‘ provided. 


ology Research Program at U of A 
suffering from SOCIAL PHOBIA 
rch study. Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement. 


gy Research atU of A 
ch “ada from POSTPARTUM 


-_ - 
Networks Activity Centre provides a safe, support- 
pepe lults with brain ig 


to volunteer Ph (780)479-1757 , em: 
Kapetanakis nacentre@telusplanet.net 


Adult Day Support wide seniors with 
special needs with aie Scar llcaper mtb 
program Donna 434-4747, 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
International: human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, preven- 
tion, care. www.cciorg.ca 


Volunteers needed for: A Taste of Edmonton, 
Klondike Fun Tubs Derby, Mascot Follies, Klondike 
Kate's Tea Party, Sunday in the City. Call Suzanne at 

423-2822 ext. 25. 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals, Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
http:/auction,edmonton24hourrelay.com. 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
‘Communities: Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.adhc.ca 


Volunteer for the New Neighbours Program at 
Edmonton Immigrant Services Association. 
Become a friend to a NEW Canadian. Ph Dulari 
474-8445. 


Networks Activity Centre provides a sale, support- 
ive environment for adults with brain injury 
to volunteer Ph (780)479-1757 , e-m: George 
Kapetanakis nacentre@telusplanet.net 


Adult Day Support Programs provide seniors with 
special needs with a recreational/educational day 
program Donna 434-4747. 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
International: human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, preven- 
tion, care, www.cciorg.ca 


Do you like to drive your own car in Edm? We pay 
the gas! To be appreciated, call Seniors Vol. Driving 


HOT MALE CHAT * UNCENS 


All Man, 
All Live. 


CruiseLine 
~ 


eVine 


2S ONALS 


=D EROMIGSTO 


2 and Equipment Sales for A// Your Serveillance Needs 


—~Over 30 Years of Investigation Experience~ 


for more information at 732-1221 


Adult volunteers needed during day (esp. Wed) to 
help seniors at non-profit agency with activities; 
cards/ crafts’ games. Ph Yvonne, 434-6747 


Devonshire Care Centre (long-term care centre) 
looking for volunteers to help out. Recreation, 
Occupational/physical therapy, nursing, gift shop. 
Ph 665-8050. 


Volunteer drivers needed for Meals on Wheels, 
weekdays 10am-1pm. Also Kitchen volunteers 
needed. Ph 429-2020. 


Volunteer for the St. Albert Arts and Herita; 
Foundation Ph Jennifer 459-1194; Profiles Galle: 
Ph Joanna 460-4310; Musée Heritage Museum P! 

Debby 459-1528, 


sex trade workers 


= 

B 

S 
Sg 


ESS! 
DARK HAIRED, GREEN EYE! 
BUSTY BEAUTY WITH BEAUTIFUL TANNED 
BODY 413-0294. 


male to male 
Male body builder-muscle daddy type in looks 


and attitude seeks young, athletic muscle jock 
type for fantasy, fun and friendship. Call Bert 
238-3382. 


adults 


Hottest Live Chat! 
It's free for women, men get 
30 min FREE using code 1752. 
(780) 665-4444. 


Hot local women! 
Call FREE! Chat NOW! 
780-669-2323 
other cities: 1-888-482-8282 
18+. No liability. 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! Make $799 US per month 


with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website 
is currently looking for youn pimeie ps 
Call Jamie for more into. 1-800-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local 


ay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144 iat y 


nter cade 2310 


* TALKING CLASSIFIEDS 


Use FREE trial 
code: 2315 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEN: 
702.2223 


604-0240 


24 Hour Service 
www.piservices.ca 
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Friend.ca 
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By ANDREA NEMERSON 


presents 


Swear an oaf 


Dear Andrea: 
After several bad relationships, | started 
Seeing someone new. She's into “playful” 


spanking. She started spanking me on the 


| street one day and | told her it made me 


| want to hit her. She seemed to like it 


| though, so | said okay, just not in public. 


| Then | came over and she seemed really 
happy to see me and she was giggling 
| around spanking me. And | was like, 
| “Okay, this is kind of funny,” rolling with it. 
| Then later, lying in bed, she spanked 
| me. | said “Don’t do that” in a very clear 
and stem way. She spanked me again. | hit 
| her in the head. Then she hit me in the 
| head. This pretty much killed things and I’m 
just about totally destroyed as far as being 
| able to feel anything towards anyone. 
! feel unhappy with myself for hitting 
| her but also angry at her for spanking me 
| again. | tried to work things out with her, 
| but she seemed barely able to understand 
| my side of things. She implied that | would 
hit our kids. She works as a dominatrix 
| and seems very businesslike about her job. 
But aren't there safety words or something 
like that? Doesn't no mean no? Should | 
| have begged her not to hit me? 
| Love, Spankmonkey 


| Dear Spanky: 
Gag, gross, no. Of course you should 
not have begged her. You should have 
| grabbed her wrist and lowered her hit- 
| ting-hand back onto the bed, while say- 
| ing, very clearly, “I told you | didn’t 
want you to spank me. If you can’t 
| respect that, I'm leaving.” Of course, in 
| order for something like this to work, 
you would first have to not be a wishy- 
washy washrag who giggles when 
| spanked and then changes his mind. 
| She might be a bit of a bitch, but you 
do understand that from her perspec- 
| tive you were a total psycho, don’t you? 
Whatever your internal process 
| (which appears to have little to do with 
| what you want and who you like and 
everything to do with wanting desper- 
ately—and rather unattractively—to be 
liked), your outward behaviour was 
“Oh please don’t throw me in the briar 
patch, Miz Dominatrix!” pretty much 
from the get-go. She couldn't read 
| your mind, and then you hit her in the 
| head. Doesn’t no mean no, you ask? 
| Indeed it does. For everyone involved 
Love, Andrea 


Compare 


Who Said Diamonds Are A Girls Best Friend 


Because Giving Up The Remote 
Can Be a Good Thing 


Remote Control t 
Vibrating Panty $84.99can 


Dear Andrea: 
Things are going well with my boyfriend, 
except one thing. He is too rough in bed. 
He penetrates too deeply and too hard. 
He is also rough with his fingers and 
mouth. | have noticed a tear a few times 
on the edge of my vagina. ! get_eally 
freaked out afterward when | see what it 
looks like down there. Does it make me 
more prone to infection? | have brought 
this up to him a few times, and he says 
he feels bad and doesn’t want to hurt 
me, but I’m not sure if he really under- 
stands. | am not always sore afterward, 
but at least half the time | am. ! have a 
serious problem with confrontation (espe- 
cially in the bedroom) so it makes these 
things hard to talk about. Is this some- 
thing | should end the relationship exer? 
Love, Sore Loser 


Dear Sore: 

Poor guy. He’s not a brute; he’s just 
some sort of lummox, or perhaps an 
oaf. He doesn’t know his own strength, 
plus, he is not so smart. He means no 
harm, though, and if you like him | see 
no reason you should have to lose him 
over this. Nor, of course, do | see why 
you should have to poke around 
checking for damage and holding cold 


She might be a bit of a 
bitch, but you do 
understand that from her 
perspective you were a 
total psycho, don’t you? 


compresses to your nethers every time 
he’s done with you. 

See, I'm imagining you emitting tiny 
squeaks of dismay every time he handles 
you roughly, and maybe passing him 
neatly folded little notes that say “ouch.” 
Speak up! He's barely registering your 
complaints, if indeed you're making any, 
and then later you say “Too rough” and 
he says “Sorry” and then you both let it 
happen all over again. You don’t want to 
be a wishy-washy dishrag like Spanky up 
there, do you? Lummox-boy is not 
going to shape up on his own. The 
good news is, you probably don’t have 
to hit him in the head. 

Of course an open wound will make 
you more prone to infection, although if 
he isn’t carrying anything he can’t give it 
to you no matter how clumsily he goes 
at it. | suggest putting him on notice that 
you intend to stop him the next time it 
hurts and show him some alternative 
moves. You don’t have to put ona 
show—just ask him to start with the gen- 
tlest, most lubed-up touch he can man- 
age and move up from there till you say 
“when.” If he's actually concemed about 
hurting you and wants to do better, he 
will be motivated to pay attention. If he 
isn’t... well, what are you doing there? 

Love, Andrea 0 
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Colin James : 
ipa camiade COLIN JAMES ; 
Limelight 


Pe Colin James 


2 superb beginning to end /isten, flat out the best 
album of Colin's long and distinguished career. Elements of 
rn b, soul, blues and rock blend effortlessly with a mix of 
well-chosen covers and new songs, including the first single q ig ONLY : 
“Far Away Like a Radio." $4 gc 

Cb 


. & 


Thee are other: in the history of popular music that combine the worlds of visual and performance art with 
‘™* music as successfully as Iceland's Sigur Rés. With 2 critically-acclaimed albums under their belt, Sigur Rés 
release their brand new masterpiece, Takk ... 


\ | 
J Where Tou Live J Od tirerinens OF Wartardé —) Life In Slow Matic J Dinort Yours t 330 . “1 Coming Honve < 55 thas § Cetin... NY 
Tracy Chapenen reterns with the Their Sth album finds the beod vertu ife in Stow Motion will leave yoo The rrew bord ond ofbuen frarn Gevic 
release of her seventh studio clbum ing rte new museca terrain white si tonsfized while you isten to wha & Rosetote, frowernan of Bust a 
‘o-produced by Tracy Chopmen ond revaaiting the mripped-down sound wf = Dovid Gray's finest elbum Inclodes " f Skin F 


—S Hale Parasia Tine Pa Souls Alike lh Bigger Bang 2 hero Musica . D Netheg is ford NE Ss Ly Somenne’ te Contct: “Lbs 9 J oper Coumny 

With Bob Rock producing, Our Lody The hot detun olbum ferturing the Fearures the single 1 Will Not Be Their first studio olor i & yoors, this The Voice” return wit 0 new alban Tire figth clbeme for the Sen Diego based Tae a eamed ty TRAST ad Brent new‘atines from Src 
Peace’ ¢th studio album feoteres the  gmaxh AK “Dont Cho” with Busta Broken’, co-produced with Tehed Blake 5 the return-to-basies record thor viet showcases his Godenark Cassie! reek bene TOR ws eae eee atibuen, co-produced fren sel 
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BUY IMMORE, SAVE MORE! 
ON GREAT MOVIES! 


at each 


at each’ 
at each’ 


“valid on specially marked clearance titles only, selection varies by store, while quantities last, no dealers, limit of 10 DVDs per customer. 


Canadian Red Cross CATRINA RELIEF FUND unnonmecrr 
wntown Edmonton: 102 eee: ae Fs talgy ral i soth 23400°aad 
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